
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

August 1, 2023
7:00 PM

 

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Chopper Davis at 7:00 p.m. Those in attendance were
Deputy Mayor Matt Murphy, Councilman Peter Altman, and Councilwoman Kelly
Mothershead.  Councilman Mike Peters was excused.
 
Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie L. Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Finance Director Crystal Dunn, Fire Chief Chris Fitch, Public Works Director Robert
Rivera, Police Chief Bob Kochen, Community and Development Director Dale Hall, Technology and
Innovations Director Robert Greene, Economic Development Director Rod Kirk and Systems and
Services Librarian Stephanie Jones.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of July 19, 2023 Work Session Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   Absent: Peters

5 Approval of July 18, 2023 Work Session and Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Kelly Mothershead and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   Absent: Peters

6 Swearing In of New Police Officers – Allen Wilson and Ronnie Hadley

7 Presentation of Key to the City to John Gilliss



8 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda

Mayor Davis opened the floor for public comment. The following people came forward to speak:
 

Wendy Nash, 5134 Serene Square, NPR spoke regarding the new pickleball courts being
constructed at Meadows Park. 
Eddie Nash, 5134 Serene Square, NPR spoke regarding spoke regarding the new pickleball
courts being constructed at Meadows Park. 
Pat Hamby, 5159 Rubber Tree Circle, NPR spoke regarding the noise levels associated with
pickleball. 
Pam Buck, 5220 Rubber Tree Circle, NPR inquired about the lights at the proposed pickleball
courts. 
Bertell Butler, IV, 5335 Bellview Ave., NPR spoke regarding the noise issue from the
pickleball courts at the RAC. He also spoke regarding the proposed public records software.
Charles Weis, 6013 Adams St., NPR spoke regarding the proposed Development Department's
proposed budget salaries. 
Leonard Biagi, 5743 Montana Ave., NPR spoke regarding the County's fire station being built
west of U.S. 19 and housing and plumbing violation codes. 
Angela Addino-Napolitano, 6013 Adams St. NPR spoke regarding her code violations. 
Judith Allen, 5940 Grand Blvd., NPR spoke regarding her court hearing. She also spoke
regarding flooding on Illinois and her missing documents. 
Shinikki Whiting, 5755 Indiana Ave., NPR thanked those who attended NPR Shines. She also
spoke about the Juneteenth Reboot. 
Marlowe Jones, 6141 Pine Hill Rd., PR spoke regarding the new pickleball courts being
constructed at Meadows Park and code enforcement.

 
With no one else coming forward for public comment, Mayor Davis closed Vox Pop. Councilman
Altman asked about the pickleball court construction and City Manager Manns stated that the Parks &
Recreation Master Plan was widely discussed and public input received. She stated she has extended
an offer to meet to address resident concerns. Councilman Altman asked if construction had started
and City Manager Manns stated yes. Councilman Altman stated he is suggesting we look at what is
enforceable regarding law parking. Councilman Altman stated inspections should be teamwork. He
then spoke regarding an old code case regarding selective enforcement. Councilwoman Mothershead
stated she drives around each day and sees cars parked on lawns. She stated we have to figure out
another way. Councilwoman Mothershead stated we need to have a conversation on helping to clean
things up. Deputy Mayor Murphy stated that code enforcement has to fair for everyone. He stated that
building codes are up to standards and heavily regulated. Mayor Davis asked City Manager Manns
about the extension for Ms. Allen and City Manager Manns stated the extension was on the permit not
on the violation. She stated the two are not related. 

a Speakers must identify themselves prior to speaking by stating their name and full address for the
record. Speakers shall address the City Council as a whole and refrain from addressing individual
members of the City Council or the City staff. Speakers shall afford the utmost courtesy to the City
Council, to City employees, and to the public, and shall refrain at all times, from rude and derogatory
remarks, reflections as to integrity, abusive comments, and statements as to motives and personalities.

9 Consent Agenda

Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda.
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   Absent: Peters

a Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval

10 Public Reading of Ordinances



a Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2023-2280: Conditional Use for 7940 Rutillio Court

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a second reading of an
ordinance which would grant a conditional use for the outdoor storage of registered recreational
vehicles at the property located at 7940 Rutillio Ct.
 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, the following people came forward to speak:
 

Bertell Butler, IV, 5335 Bellview Ave., NPR asked about public comment for the consent
agenda.
Marlowe Jones, 6141 Pine Hill Rd., PR asked if this was about shipping containers and Mayor
Davis replied no. 

 
With no one else coming forward Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
approve the ordinance upon its second and final reading.
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   Absent: Peters

11 Business Items

a Resolution No. 2023-09: Establish Tentative Millage for TRIM

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed resolution by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to establish a tentative millage
rate and the date, time, and place of the first public hearing on the levy of the proposed FY2023-2024
Operating Budget for purposes of public notification under the Florida TRIM Statutes. She stated that
staff is proposing that the tentative millage rate remain the same as this fiscal year's at tentative
millage at 8.4500. This is due to revenues from the State not being received yet. Once revenues are
received, the millage rate can be proposed to be reduced. Upon opening the floor to public comment,
no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   Absent: Peters

12 Communications

Councilman Altman stated the FLC Annual Conference is coming up and those attending would share
the information presented. He also spoke regarding the Schwettman property. Councilwoman
Mothershead spoke regarding the good things happening with NPRMS right now. She stated we can
accomplish good things when we work together. Mayor Davis stated good things are coming out of the
RST as well. He also provided a brief history of how the parking ordinance came to be. Mayor Davis
extended a thank you to Dale Webb for mowing the grass at Schwettman. City Manager Manns stated
that Duke Energy is giving the city a grant for $10k for satellite phones for emergency situations and
donated a high-speed electric vehicle charging station.  She thanked Council for the programs built
into the proposed budgets to help homeowners who need assistance. City Manager Manns then
introduced the new Parks & Recreation Director Andre Julien. 

13 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m.

                                                                                    (signed) ______________________________________
                                                                                                  Judy Meyers, CMC, City Clerk



Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________
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