
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

September 19, 2023
7:00 PM

 

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Chopper Davis at 7:00 p.m. Those in attendance were
Deputy Mayor Matt Murphy, Councilman Peter Altman, Councilman Mike Peters and Councilwoman
Kelly Mothershead. 
 
Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie L. Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Finance Director Crystal Dunn, Human Resources Manager Bernie Wharran, Library
Director Andi Figart, Fire Chief Chris Fitch, Police Chief Bob Kochen, Community and
Development Director Dale Hall, Technology and Innovations Director Robert Greene, Economic
Development Director Rod Kirk and Assistant Public Works Director Colin Eichenmuller.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of August 28, 2023 Special Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

5 Approval of September 5, 2023 Special Meeting and Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented. Councilman Altman spoke regarding the solid
waste assessment resolution. He stated there were language changes. 
 
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

6 Proclamation - National Drive Electric Month



Rob Marlowe accepted the parchment from Mayor Davis.

7 Proclamation - World Day for Farmed Animals (By Title Only)

Mayor Davis read the proclamation by title only. 

8 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda

Mayor Davis opened the floor for public comment. The following people came forward to speak:
 

Tori Walker, 6161 Bradford Woods Drive, Zephyrhills, spoke regarding St. Vincent dePaul and
disaster relief services they are offering for those affected by Hurricane Idalia. 
Judith Allen, 5940 Grand Blvd., NPR spoke regarding comments made at the previous Council
meeting and her GoFundMe. 
Shinikki Whiting, 5755 Indiana Ave., NPR spoke regarding a lack of communication between
the city officials. 
Marlowe Jones, 6141 Pine Hill Rd., PR spoke regarding his board and committee application
and conducting an independent investigation. 

 
With no one else coming forward for public comment, Mayor Davis closed Vox Pop.

9 Consent Agenda

Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

a Environmental Committee Meeting Minutes - July and August 2023

b Cultural Affairs Committee Meeting Minutes - July 2023

c Library Advisory Board Minutes - June 2023

d Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval

10 Business Items

a Appeal of Variance #2023-07-0014: Increase in Distance for Off-Site Parking for 5413 George St.

City Manager Manns stated that this is a quasi-judicial hearing and stated this matter was denied by the
DRC but approved by the LDRB therefore it is up to Council for the final determination. She then
introduced Development Director Dale Hall who then presented the item to Council. He stated the
purpose of the agenda item was to consider an appeal of a variance to increase the distance for off-site
parking for the property located at 5413 George Street. The lot size is approximately a quarter
acre. The applicant desires to operate a church at 5413 George Street which is a permitted use in the
Office zoning district. The property currently has insufficient parking for the assembly. Mr. Hall
stated that our ordinance allows for parking to be separate as long as it is within 200 feet. The applicant
has located and proposes to purchase property that is approximately 306’ from the church parcel. Mr.
Hall stated all parking lots are required to be developed to city standards. 
 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, the following people came forward to speak:
 

Kristina Hudson with Booth & Cook, P.A., 3030 Starkey Blvd., New Port Richey stated that
the applicant did exhaust all proposals for the parcels. She stated the assembly will be there
Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings therefore the neighboring businesses should not be
impacted. 

 
With no one else coming forward Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Councilman Altman



stated as he looked at the site it does not have any real visibility to the main roads and is a disjointed
area. He stated the area there has been much interest in developing our redevelopment strategy.
Councilman Peters asked about the parking lot zoning and Mr. Hall stated our code does not allow for
a stand alone parking lot without a building. Councilman Peters stated he understands the plight of the
applicant. Councilman Peters stated there are signs that redevelopment are already occurring.
Councilwoman Mothershead stated she agreed with the LDRB recommendation as we are a walkable
city. She stated they have done their due diligence in trying to find an alternate parking site. Deputy
Mayor Murphy stated that if their patrons wanted to walk an additional 100 feet that he would be
alright with it. He agreed with Councilman Altman's comments that we need to look at our parking
ordinance. Mayor Davis asked about what amount of the surface will be pervious and non-pervious. Mr.
Hall stated there are alternatives that can be considered. Councilman Peters asked about on-street
parking at the site and Mr. Hall stated there is nothing on file for that area. Councilman Peters stated
he would be open to a variance in the reduction of parking for the site. Motion was made to deny the
applicant's appeal.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  3-2.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Peters Nays: Mothershead, Murphy  

b Board Appointment: Stephen Blanchard, Parks and Recreation Advisory Board

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the appointment of Stephen Blanchard as a member to the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board.  If approved, Mr. Blanchard's term would be for three years and would be up for
renewal on September 19, 2026. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward
therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as
presented. 
 
Motion made by Kelly Mothershead and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

c Request for Cultural Affairs Committee Funding: Richey Suncoast Theatre

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the recommendation from the Cultural Affairs Committee to offer funding support in
the amount of $800.00 to the Richey Suncoast Theatre for production and promotions related costs in
support of their Season Opening Play titled The Last 5 Years.  
 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, the following people came forward to speak:
 

Doug Jones, 6237 Grand Blvd., NPR stated there is a new diverse slate of programming to
accompany the new board. He stated this is to re-establish and to re-enngage with the city. He
stated they sent some actors to the Hacienda Speakeasy Event, the Wine Stroll and are taking
part of Bike Fest. 
Rich Melton, 5848 Central Ave., NPR spoke in support of the agenda item. 
Marlowe Jones, 6141 Pine Hill Rd., NPR spoke in support of the agenda item. 

 
With no one else coming forward Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Kelly Mothershead and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

d Request for Funding for Cultural Affairs Committee Re: Monufest Event

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the recommendation from the Cultural Affairs Committee to provide funding support
in the amount of $7,500, including in-kind support, to offset costs associated with the Monufest
Music and Art Festival Event to be held at Railroad Square on Saturday, October 21, 2023, from the
hours of 12:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. City Manager Manns stated the total budget for the CAC is $12,000



and this expenditure would exhaust most of the funds. Proceeds from the event will go to Mullins
Music. 
 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, the following people came forward to speak:
 

Jay Macdonald stated this will be the third year for the event. He stated there are currently 21
bands scheduled including some global bands. 
Rich Melton, 5848 Central Ave., NPR spoke in support of the event. 
Tara Fielding, 5781 Nebraska Ave., NPR spoke in support of the event. 
Judith Allen, 5940 Grand Blvd., NPR spoke about a group of artists that moved to Wesley
Chapel and buying art over the years. 

 
With no one else coming forward Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
approve the item in the amount of $6,000 with the caveat that $1,000 is used as a match to Tourist
Development dollars that were approved. 
 
Motion made by Kelly Mothershead and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

e Request for Extension of Railroad Square Wet Zone: Friends of the Library Oct. 7, 2023, Cornhole
Tournament

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to allow a "wet-zone" area in Railroad Square for the duration of the Friends of the Library
Cornhole Tournament to be held on Saturday, October 7, 2023. The event will be 11AM until 8PM. 
 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, the following people came forward to speak:
 

Nancy Cote, President of the FOL, stated they already have $40k in sponsorships and funds
raised will go towards a bookmobile. 

 
With no one else coming forward Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

f Recommendation of In-Kind Support for Special Events

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to consider and approve an appropriation of In-Kind support to the annual large scale special
events hosted by local not-for-profit organizations in the city. She stated that once again the requests
by the organizers exceeds the amount that is budgeted. Therefore the recommendation on funding is as
follows:
 

Chasco Fiesta $38,000
Cotee River Bikefest $15,000
Holiday Street Parade $12,000
4th of July Fireworks $10,000

 
Letters were sent to all of the organizers to let them know the proposed funding amounts. Upon
opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor
to Council. Councilman Altman asked that the funding request for the Chasco Fiesta be continued to
allow for further conversations to take place in regards to revenue sharing. Motion was made to
approve the proposed funding amounts for Cotee River Bikefest and the Holiday Parade as presented
and to increase the 4th of July Fireworks to $15k.  Chasco Funding would be brought back for
consideration at a future meeting. 
 



Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

g GIS Data Migration and Server Upgrade Project Closeout

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve a deductive change order in the amount of $1,458.75 and a final pay request in the
amount of $32,541.25 from Jones Edmunds for a GIS Data Server Migration. Mr. Greene stated this
project has created a better way for the City to utilize its data. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was
made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

h Fuel Master Software Change Order and Project Closeout

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve a change order in the amount not to exceed $1,650.96 and a final pay request not to
exceed $41,570.96 from Veterans Fuel Management for a Fuel Master Software System. Upon
opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor
to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

i 2023 Sanitary Sewer Manhole Lining Project Close Out

City Manager Manns introduced Assistant Public Works Director Colin Eichenmuller who then
presented the item to Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve a
deductive change order in the amount of $6,892.67 and a final pay request in the amount of
$192,981.29 from Concrete Conservation, LLC for sanitary sewer manhole rehabilitation. Mr.
Eichenmuller then highlighted parts of the project. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one
came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the
item as presented.
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

j Resolution No. 2023-21: Adopting a Per Diem and Travel Expense Policy

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed resolution by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to adopt a Per Diem and Travel
Expense Policy Procedural Guide. The existing manual was approved in October 2011. This will bring
the City's policies into alignment with Florida Statutes. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no
one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve
the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

k Resolution No. 2023-10: Annual Approval of the Comprehensive Fee Schedule

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed resolution by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to review and approve the
amended Comprehensive Fee Schedule for FY2023-2024. Finance Director Crystal Dunn then
presented the proposed changes:
 

Administrative Fees – changes to Municipal Title Searches and Credit Card Usage fees
Library – changes to library cards, fines and material replacements, as well, as fees for



additional services to be provided by the library
Special Events – adjustments to application fees based on event type
Recreation & Aquatics – event locations and reservation fees adjusted to market; certain fees
increased for different services provided
Development – various fee adjustments based on needs of the community
Fire - certain fees were increased, based on current conditions and comparability to other
municipalities in the surrounding area
Police – fee additions based on services currently provided

 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the
floor to Council. Councilman Peters spoke regarding the credit card usage fees. He asked about a
reimbursement or scholarship for lifeguard fees. Mr. Julien stated that upon hire the fee is reimbursed.
Councilman Altman spoke regarding the fees for special events, Peace Hall, and shelter reservations.
City Manager Manns stated the increase is to appropriately cover city expenses for the aftermath of
large events. Councilman Altman asked about the fee for Railroad Square and City Manager Manns
stated the fee will not be implemented until after the renovations are complete. Councilman Altman
also spoke regarding shade rentals, costs for meets, small event fees of which he has received a
complaint. City Manager Manns stated the fee was instituted to facilitate between fewer departments
rather than a multi-week process with the regular SET process. Councilman Altman then spoke about
the rental of the Oak Room, meeting rooms and gym. Motion was made to approve the item as
presented and to amend the rate from $200 to $100 for the Activity/Meeting Room Rental.  
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

11 Communications

Councilman Peters spoke regarding the Leisure Lane and Van Doren Avenue area. He stated the City
had worked out an agreement with the County to work together to improve the area. He stated the
County had dedicated $2M for this partnership project. He stated the agreement came before the
BOCC today and was pulled by Commissioner Mariano. There was hesitation by the BOCC and it will
be reheard at their meeting in December. Councilman Altman gave kudos to Councilman Peters for his
lobbying effort at the meeting today. Councilman Altman stated if we look at it from an economic
standpoint things are changing and that is where the water is overspilling from the river. He stated there
will be a lot of big infrastructure and crime issues that will be picked up by the City. He stated the
County shouldn't be negotiating with us but thanking us for taking that area off of their hands.
Councilman Altman stated we need to do whatever we can to have a better voice at the County. Mayor
Davis stated he attended the meeting earlier and there was a lack of knowledge from the BOCC on
some issues. He stated Commissioner Starkey was completely behind us on the project. Mayor Davis
stated he was surprised that Commissioner Mariano did not support a project in his district. We are all
citizens of Pasco County. Mayor Davis asked staff to look at the manhole on Monroe. City Manager
Manns stated she wanted to respond to Mr. Jones comments about his communication as it was sent at
7:15 p.m. City Attorney Driscoll spoke regarding the County Court enforcement process. He stated
the power of the court is to impose a penalty only. He stated it is conducted in a criminal division and
often the judge will announce at the beginning that it is not a criminal proceeding. 

12 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m.

                                                                                    (signed) ______________________________________
                                                                                                  Judy Meyers, CMC, City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)



Initialed:    ____________________
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