
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

October 17, 2023
7:00 PM

 

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Chopper Davis at 7:00 p.m. Those in attendance were
Deputy Mayor Matt Murphy, Councilman Peter Altman, Councilman Mike Peters and Councilwoman
Kelly Mothershead. 
 
Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie L. Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Finance Director Crystal Dunn, Human Resources Manager Bernie Wharran, Fire
Chief Chris Fitch, Assistant Public Works Director Colin Eichenmuller, Police Chief Bob Kochen,
Library Director Andi Figart, Community and Development Director Dale Hall, Technology and
Innovations Director Robert Greene.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of September 28, 2023 Special Meeting and October 3, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

5 Proclamation - Christian Isaly RE: Hurricane Idalia Rescue Support

6 Presentation by Chuck Carden RE: Tampa Bay Water and Long-term Master Water Plan Update

7 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda

Mayor Davis opened the floor for public comment.  The following people came forward to speak:
 

Bonnie Martin, 6030 Oak Ridge Ave., NPR, thanked the city departments who helped with the



Corn Hole Tournament. She also spoke about National Friends of the Library Week. 
Mary Beth Isaacson, 8805 Forest Lake Dr., PR spoke regarding the National Friends of the
Library Week and the Richey Community Orchestra.
Austin Ratliff, 5509 Berkley Road, NPR spoke regarding proposed uses for the Schwettman
property. 
Bob Schmidt, 7008 Grand Blvd., NPR spoke regarding the new single hauler billing and paving
the road to the James E. Grey Preserve.
Marlowe Jones, 6141 Pine Hill Rd., PR spoke regarding the single waste hauler and the letter
he received regarding his board and committee application. 

 
With no one else coming forward for public comment, Mayor Davis closed Vox Pop.

8 Consent Agenda

Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

a Cultural Affairs Committee Minutes - November 2022, January and August 2023

b Library Advisory Board Minutes - August 2023

c Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval

9 Business Items

a Approval for Managed Services/Independent Contract Agreement to Provide Police Accreditation
Services

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve entering into a Managed Services/Independent Contractor Agreement with Frank
Ruggiero in an amount not to exceed $65,000 for Police Accreditation Consulting Services. City
Manager Manns stated that the accreditation process through the Commission for Florida Law
Enforcement Accreditation, Inc. is vital to ensure our police department meets the highest standards
of professionalism and accountability. Mr. Ruggiero was the sole respondent for the RFP that was let.
City Manager Manns stated that Mr. Ruggiero is a certified CFA accreditation professional, and sits
on the CFA's Standards and Interpretation Committee. He has successfully led the Tarpon Springs
Police Department through their initial accreditation process. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was
made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

b Agreement w/District School Board of Pasco County RE: School Camera Limited Access

City Manager Manns introduced Police Chief Robert Kochen who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve entering into a signed
agreement with the District School Board of Pasco County for limited access to school surveillance
camera systems. Having camera access will allow the police department to have access to real-time
(live) video feeds and recorded video feeds from the District's surveillance cameras when active
circumstances at a school facility require an immediate law enforcement response. Chief Kochen
stated that access to these cameras enhances our ability to safeguard school students, school
personnel, and school property. Chief Kochen stated that the police will only have limited access
during essential situations to view the footage from the surveillance cameras. The agreement does not
allow the police department to access the cameras for general surveillance purposes, and there are
provisions in the agreement that protect students' privacy rights. Upon opening the floor to public



comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was
made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

c Approval of the Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Grant Contract with the Institute of Police Technology
and Management

City Manager Manns introduced Police Chief Robert Kochen who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve the pedestrian and bicycle
safety grant contract with the Institute of Police Technology and Management (IPTM) in an amount
not to exceed $6,172.72. Chief Kochen stated that the grant being awarded pays for the department to
conduct high visibility traffic education and traffic enforcement operations on along the U.S. 19
corridor from Floramar Terrace to Palmetto Road through May 10, 2024. Chief Kochen stated the
officers involved in this grant funded traffic education and enforcement initiative will receive advanced
training, paid for by the grant, in utilizing the best enforcement procedures and practices for enhancing
pedestrian and bicycle safety. The overall goal at the end of this traffic safety initiative is to reduce
traffic fatalities along the U.S. 19 corridor and enhance the overall safety of pedestrians, bicyclists,
and motorists. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor
Davis returned the floor to Council.  Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

d Approval of Florida Department of Law Enforcement SAFE Grant and Mutual Aid Agreement

City Manager Manns introduced Police Chief Robert Kochen who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve the FDLE SAFE grant for
fentanyl enforcement and eradication in the amount of $99,364.00 and the SAFE Grant Mutual Aid
Agreement with FDLE. Chief Kochen stated that the grant from FDLE will provide the necessary
resources and monies to allow specially trained and equipped officers to combat this fentanyl
epidemic.  Additionally, FDLE will provide resources and manpower to assist the police department
with strategic drug interdiction operations as per the voluntary mutual aid agreement. Upon opening
the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to
Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Kelly Mothershead and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

e Rejection of Bid for ITB23-029 Biosolids Hauling and Disposal Services

City Manager Manns introduced Assistant Public Works Director Colin Eichenmuller who then
presented the item to Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to review and
consider rejecting the sole bid submitted by Revinu, Inc. for sludge hauling and disposal services.
The sole bid received from Revinu, Inc. was priced at $116.49 per ton which is a 67.7% increase from
the City’s previous bid award for this type of service. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no
one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to reject
the bid proposal submitted by Revinu, Inc. as requested by staff.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

10 Communications

Councilwoman Mothershead announced her engagement during her recent vacation to Greece. Deputy
Mayor Murphy stated Bikefest was a great event. Councilman Peters commended Ms. Martin on the
Corn Hole Tournament. He also spoke about the River Road Improvement Project. Councilman
Altman congratulated the City Manager on her new daughter-in-law. He also spoke about a



conversation he had with Commissioner Mariano's aide regarding the Leisure Lane and Van Doren
annexation and utilities. He stated he thinks that it is important that the City send an appropriate
response. He reminded Council of Mr. Carballa's comments at the last MAP meeting regarding
working with the cities. Councilman Altman also spoke regarding utility service agreements. He also
spoke about regular CRA meetings and advisory councils. Mayor Davis stated the County
Administrator wants to work with the City. He stated when he attended the BOCC meeting
Commissioner Mariano wanted to go in a different direction but didn't have the votes so the project
was tabled. Deputy Mayor Murphy stated it is a blighted area and money will need to be invested. He
stated the City will be investing more money than the County. Councilman Peters stated this is a
county responsible area that has been neglected far too long. Councilman Peters stated there are other
members of the BOCC who see what needs to be done. Councilman Altman stated the service area is
within the City's utility service area. Councilman Altman spoke regarding data for library and rec
center users. He stated this is the year we need to figure out our revenues to be sustainable.
Councilman Altman stated he would like a resolution regarding Chapter 171 on the next agenda. He
stated the FRA conference is next week and there is a sustainability conference in Clearwater. Mayor
Davis stated he attended the Lunch and Learn and received some good feedback. City Manager Manns
addressed Mr. Schmidt's concerns regarding the waste hauling and the James E. Grey Preserve. She
stated that if the City would not have gone out for competitive bid residents would have experienced a
6.6% increase. The increase is smaller due to the competitive bid process. City Manager Manns stated
funds have been added to the CIP to regrade the shell entrance to the preserve. Mayor Davis stated we
have an ordinance that requires everyone to have trash service. Going to one hauler will aid in better
collection of revenues. Mr. Schmidt came back to the podium to inquire about the residents being
penalized. Mayor Davis stated that going to one hauler will help reduce the damage to the roadways.
Mayor Davis stated there were less bikes in the downtown this year but businesses reported increased
revenues. He thanked the Farrell's for the hard work on the event. City Manager Manns addressed Mr.
Jones' comments at Vox Pop. She stated she had addressed his application at the September 5th
meeting but he had left before Communications.  She stated that she typically does not like to talk to
about those things at City Council meetings in large part due to respecting the privacy of the people
who have submitted applications for consideration to serve on boards and committees. She stated
based on the comments made she stated that her October 6th letter only indicated that Mr. Jones did
not provide evidence of residency within the city limits on his application to serve on a board or
committee. City Manager Manns stated that additionally Mr. Jones stated on his application that that
he attended meetings of the committees he was interested in serving on and upon investigation that was
determined to be untrue. Mr. Jones was reminded in the letter that in order to further vet his
application he would need to comply with those requirements so he would need to verify just like
every other applicant to serve on a board or committee that he was actually a resident of the city and he
would have to attend meetings of the board or committee he was interested in serving so failure to do
those two things will stall and continue to stall his application for consideration to serve on any board
or committee of the city. She stated if he was to move forward he would have to do those two things
just like anyone else. Councilman Peters spoke regarding vacant lands throughout the city. He stated
one thing we need to do to encourage that is to look at fast tracking a look at our Land Development
Codes so we have an updated contemporary land use plan. He stated we are a desirable place for people
to work, live and play. 

11 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 8:57 p.m.

                                                                                    (signed) ______________________________________
                                                                                                  Judy Meyers, CMC, City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________
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