
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

November 15, 2022
7:00 PM

 

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Rob Marlowe at 7:00 p.m. Those in attendance were
Deputy Mayor Mike Peters, Councilman Peter Altman, Councilman Matt Murphy and Councilwoman
Kelly Mothershead. 
 
Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie L. Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Police Chief Kim Bogart, Interim Finance Director Crystal Dunn, Assistant Fire Chief
Adam Darling, Assistant Public Works Director Barret Doe, Community and Development Director
Dale Hall and Library Director Andi Figart.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of November 1, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

5 Proclamation - Small Business Saturday

Sara Neilson from NPRMS accepted the parchment from Mayor Marlowe.

6 Proclamation - National American Indian Heritage Month

Mary Betts accepted the parchment from Mayor Marlowe. 

7 Presentation by Stephen Clark, Small Business Administration RE: Post-Hurricane Ian Business
Assistance Programs

Stephen Clark from the Small Business Administration made a brief presentation to Council regarding



assistance programs available for losses incurred from Hurricane Ian. 

8 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda

Mayor Marlowe passed the gavel to Deputy Mayor Peters. Upon opening the floor for public
comment the following people came forward to speak:  
 

Raymond Rossi, 6636 River Rd., NPR came forward to speak regarding the apartments located
across from his residence and the drug activity that occurs there. He also spoke about the
recent shooting that took place. 
Carol Kinnard, 6828 River Rd., NPR came forward to speak regarding the recent shooting
along River Rd. She suggested installing more lighting and cameras. 
Sharon Rossi, 6636 River Rd., NPR came forward to speak regarding to speak about the drug
activity across from her home. 
Judith Allen, 5940 Grand Blvd., NPR came forward to speak regarding the police training
exercise that took place at Schwettman. She also spoke regarding a neighborhood watch
program. 
Kim Bernia, 6768 River Rd., NPR came forward to speak regarding shootings across from her
home. 
Rick Soukup, 6652 River Rd., NPR came forward to speak regarding the recent shooting along
River Rd. 
Gregory Calabria, 5040 Gulf Drive, NPR came forward to speak regarding flooding on Gulf
Drive. 
Dick Maxwell, 4415 Spring Lake Ct., NPR came forward to speak about praying for the city
and the churches that are associated with it. 
Bertell Butler, 5335 Bellview Ave., NPR came forward to speak regarding civilian oversight,
public records requests and the RAC on election day.
Angela Napolitano, 6013 Adams St., NPR came forward to speak regarding a traffic study for
the stop sign on Adams. She also spoke about people who run through the stop signs on Adams.
She also spoke about drainage issues on Illinois. 
Ashley Adamiak, 6819 Lassen Ave., NPR came forward to speak regarding not providing
addresses at meetings. She also spoke about an intersection off of Grand Blvd. that is located
within Pasco County and not city limits. 
Kimberly Cox, 7336 Ashmore Drive, NPR, came forward to speak regarding Chief Bogart's
comments at the previous Council meeting. She also spoke about her injury referenced in the
comments. 
Marlowe Jones, 6141 Pine Hill Rd., PR came forward to speak regarding Chief Bogart's
comments at the previous Council meeting. 
George Romagnoli, 6235 Florida Ave., NPR came forward to speak regarding a recent call to
911 regarding a car fire. He also applauded Congress for the new stop sign on Congress. He
suggested installing a stop sign at Van Buren and Central. 
Kim Brust, 6545 Circle Blvd., NPR came forward to speak regarding the application for the
boat parade. 
Steve Schurdell, 100299 Woodland Waters Blvd., Weeki Wachee, came forward to speak on
behalf of John Gilliss and the recent Vet Fest. 

 
 
With no one else coming forward for public comment, Deputy Mayor Peters closed Vox Pop. Mayor
Marlowe stated we have a nuisance ordinance and City Manager Manns stated that staff is currently
looking into the situation. He also spoke about the flooding issue and City Manager Manns stated that
staff will look into who is responsible. Councilman Altman stated that there are safety experts who
examine cities and rate them according to safety. He stated he would pass along a list of names of
consultants who can assist in the matter. Deputy Mayor Peters spoke regarding speeding and traffic
issues in the city. Councilwoman Mothershead stated the neighborhood watch program is a really great
idea. Councilman Murphy suggested changing the nuisance ordinance. He also agreed that a
neighborhood watch program is a good idea. 

a Speakers must identify themselves prior to speaking by stating their name and full address for the



record. Speakers shall address the City Council as a whole and refrain from addressing individual
members of the City Council or the City staff. Speakers shall afford the utmost courtesy to the City
Council, to City employees, and to the public, and shall refrain at all times, from rude and derogatory
remarks, reflections as to integrity, abusive comments, and statements as to motives and personalities.

9 Consent Agenda

Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

a Budget Amendment

b Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval

10 Business Items

a Board Appointment: Eric Mullins, Cultural Affairs Committee

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the appointment of Eric Mullins to the Cultural Affairs Committee. If approved by
City Council, Mr. Mullins' terms will be for two years and will be up for renewal on November 15,
2024. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe
returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

b Resolution No. 2023-02: Update to Investment Policy

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed resolution by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve a resolution which
would update the City’s Investment Policy. The last revision was in February 2002. She then
introduced Interim Finance Director Crystal Dunn who then made a presentation to Council. She
stated that the following was used during the policy review:
 

Section 218.415, Florida Statutes, regarding investments
Investment policies of other municipalities and counties that recently went through an update.
Past investments by the City were also evaluated to eliminate some of those listed in the
previous revision, which had not been recently used by the City or by other similar
governmental entities.

 
Mrs. Dunn then provided an overview of the City's investment policy. She also highlighted an updated
list of authorized investments. Mrs. Dunn stated this update will remove outdated investments. She
also highlighted risk diversification. Mrs. Dunn then highlighted the changes to the master purchase
agreements. Councilman Altman noted two typos in the attachment. He also suggested discontinuing
quarterly reports as they are already monitored by the auditors. 
 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, Ashley Adamiak, 6819 Lassen Ave., NPR came forward to
ask about private investments. Jeremy Connors came forward to talk about homelessness. Bertell
Butler, 5335 Bellview Ave., NPR came forward to ask if the reports can be translated into language
people can understand. He stated the public needs to be educated. Marlowe Jones, 6141 Pine Hill Rd.,
PR came forward to request making the information easier to understand. Judith Allen 5940 Grand
Blvd., NPR came forward to state the agenda packets are available. With no one else coming forward
Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Councilman Altman stated that the TVA was the way
out of the Great Depression. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 



Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

c Request to Participate in the Florida Settlement with Walmart Pertaining to the National Prescription
Opiate Litigation, MDL No. 2804 (N.D. Ohio)

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve a request to participate in the Florida Settlement with Walmart pertaining to the
National Prescription Opiate Litigation, MDL No. 2804 (N.D. Ohio) and to authorize the City
Manager to execute the Subdivision Settlement Participation Form and any other documents as
necessary for this settlement. As Council is aware, in May of 2021, the City entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) regarding the National Prescription Opiate Litigation, MDL
No. 2804 (N.D. Ohio). The MOU set forth a non-binding general framework of a unified plan for the
proposed allocation and use of opioid settlement proceeds. The City was recently notified that the
Florida Attorney General has settled with Walmart for an estimated $215,000,000. As with all of the
previous settlements, the funds will be distributed over an 18 year period. The estimated payment
amount that the City will receive has not been released as of yet. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, Kimberly Cox, 7336 Ashmore Drive, NPR came forward to ask for clarification on what
the settlement would cover. City Manager Manns stated a specific recommendation is not complete at
this time. Ms. Cox asked about public comment on this issue and City Manager Manns stated it will be
presented as a business item. Marlowe Jones, 6141 Pine Hill Rd., PR came forward to ask if we have
received any money and City Manager Manns stated no funding has been received to date. Bertell
Butler, 5335 Bellview Ave., NPR came forward to ask about the parameters of using settlement
proceeds. James Odemack, no address given, came forward to speak about working in the recovery
community. With no one else coming forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.
Councilwoman Mothershead spoke regarding Pasco Alliance and the loss of her son. She also spoke
about a candlelight vigil this week at PHSC. She has also set up a scholarship in her son's name. Mayor
Marlowe stated he has had extended family and friends who have suffered from drug abuse. Motion
was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

d 2018/2019 Sewer System Improvement Project – Project Close Out

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve a deductive change in the amount of $116,711.59 and a final pay request in the amount
not to exceed $405,053.12 to Augustine Construction, Inc. for the completion of the 2018/2019
Sewer System Improvement Project. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came
forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the
item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

e 2020 Frances Ave. Park Shelter Improvements Project – Project Close Out

Mayor Marlowe stated he was declaring a conflict and then passed the gavel to Deputy Mayor
Peters. City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda
item was to approve a deductive change in the amount of $29,542.73 and a final pay request in the
amount not to exceed $77,294.76 to SC Signature Construction, Inc. for the completion of the 2020
Frances Ave. Park Shelter Improvements Project. Upon opening the floor to public comment,
Marlowe Jones, 6141 Pine Hill Rd., PR came forward to ask about the basketball courts and City
Manager Manns stated that will be a future project. He stated he is glad the City is making the
improvements. With no one else coming forward Deputy Mayor Peters returned the floor to Council.
Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Mothershead, Murphy, Peters  Abstain: Marlowe 



f Bid Award ITB23-002 2021/2022 Street Improvement Project

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve a bid award to Ajax Paving Industries of FL, LLC in the amount not to exceed
$1,485,564.25 for the 2021/2022 Street Improvement Project. She then introduced Assistant Public
Works Director Barret Doe who then made a presentation to Council. Mr. Doe stated the roads in this
project include Illinois Ave. from Rio Dr. to Grand Blvd., Illinois Ave. from Van Buren St. to
Congress St., Georgia Ave. from Grand Blvd. to Monroe St., Lafayette St. from Louisiana Ave. to
Illinois Ave., Calhoun St. from Georgia Ave. to Tennessee Ave., Maki Ln. from Illinois Ave. to south
end of Maki Ln., Franklin St. from Louisiana Ave. to Delaware Ave., Jefferson St. from Louisiana Ave.
to Delaware Ave., Monroe St. from Louisiana Ave. to Delaware Ave., Frances Ave. from Louisiana Ave.
to the end of Frances Ave., Jackson St. from Louisiana Ave. to Illinois Ave., Van Buren St. from
Louisiana Ave. to Delaware Ave., Harrison St. from Louisiana Ave. to Illinois Ave., Adams St. from
Tennessee Ave. to Delaware Ave., Congress St. from Louisiana Ave. to the end of Congress St., Alaska
Ave. from Van Buren St. to Harrison St., Tennessee Ave. from Van Buren St. to Harrison St., Kings Ct.
from Harrison St. to the end of Kings Ct., Palmetto Rd. from US Hwy 19 to Astor Dr., and Burns
Point Cir. From Jasmin Dr. to the end of Burns Point Cir. There were two bids received. The Engineer
of Record has reviewed the bid documents required for each submission, contract references, verified
line-item dollar amounts, and has submitted a letter of recommendation for bid award. Mayor Marlowe
asked if any water, sewer and stormwater issues will be addressed before paving. Mr. Doe stated yes.
Upon opening the floor to public comment, Angela Napolitano came forward for clarification on the
paving for Adams. She stated her main concern is to have drainage issues fixed before paving. She also
asked to be notified when they are going to be paved. She was not notified for the paving on Illinois.
Jeremy Connors came forward to speak regarding flooding on Green Key Rd. With no one else
coming forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.  Motion was made to approve the item
as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

g Bid Award ITB23-004 HVAC Maintenance Contract

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve a bid award to Air Mechanical & Service Corporation for annual HVAC maintenance
contract services in an amount not to exceed $57,880 annually. She then introduced Assistant Public
Works Director Barret Doe who stated it is the intention of staff to acquire economy of scale pricing
by combining six of the units into a competitive bid service contract.  It is expected that by performing
this type of regular maintenance, the frequency of major repairs will be at a lower rate and the systems
useful life will reach its maximum expectancy. The contract will be for two years with two one-year
renewals. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe
returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

h Resolution No. 2023-01: Naming of Alley Right-Of-Ways

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed resolution by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve a resolution which
would name certain alley ROW's within the city. On July 19, 2022 City Council awarded the winner of
the Name the Alley contest.  Upon opening the floor to public comment, Angela Napolitano, 6013
Adams Street, NPR came forward to ask about budget and fiscal impact. She spoke regarding the alley
ROW and setbacks. City Manager Manns stated there was a cost to print the signs. Mr. Doe stated this
agenda item is just for the resolution. Jeremy Connors came forward to speak about stop signs. With
no one else coming forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:



Altman, Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

i 2022/2023 Street Improvement Project Task Order No. 41994.005 - Engineering Services

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated the purpose of this agenda item was to
approve Task Order No. 41994.005 from Halff Associates, Inc. for engineering design services. She
then introduced Assistant Public Works Director Barret Doe who then made presentation to Council
that highlighted the current Pavement Management Plan. Mr. Doe then highlighted the components of
a "Road Diet." Mr. Doe then highlighted the consultant's insight. Additional costs would be
approximately $170k-$245k. Major "Road Diet" elements were not included in the initial PMP
methodology. Upon opening the floor to public comment, Angela Napolitano, 6013 Adams Street,
NPR came forward to state that stormwater needs to be reviewed since it has been ten years. Jeremy
Connors came forward to speak about flooding. With no one else coming forward Mayor Marlowe
returned the floor to Council. Mayor Marlowe stated that taking oversized roads and putting asphalt
down is a waste of tax dollars. He stated they should be made residential size roads. He cited Montana
as an example. Councilman Altman made a motion to approve the item with the removal of Montana. 
 
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

11 Communications

Mayor Marlowe stated that TB Water is getting ready to make changes to reduce organic carbon over
the next 15 years. He also spoke about litigation regarding testing chemicals in raw water and the
contamination of drinking water. He stated there is a movie in the park on the 19th. There is also an Art
Walk on Small Business Saturday. Mayor Marlowe stated that Vet Fest was a great event. He stated
that he saw on PBS a program that referenced a city in Colorado that is now capturing methane from
their sewer plant and using it to power their garbage trucks. Mayor Marlowe stated there will be a
rocket launch shortly after 1AM. He asked for prayers for military folks serving in the Mediterranean
area after Russian rockets hit Poland. Councilman Murphy stated that Vet Fest was a great turn out and
the park was packed. He stated the MPO meeting was postponed due to Tropical Storm Nicole.
Councilman Altman stated that he was at the TBRPC meeting and they are planning a resiliency event
for May. He stated Dell deChant was also a guest speaker at the meeting. He stated it was enlightening
to see the economic benefit with plant to plate initiatives. Councilman Altman stated that New Port
Richey and Miami are the only two cities in the Milan Pact. He stated there will be proposed
ordinances to be considered regarding resiliency. Deputy Mayor Peters stated we dodged another
storm and he appreciated how fast Public Works cleaned up after the storm. He also stated the
Neighborhood Cleanup is this Saturday. Councilwoman Mothershead stated she went to the IEMO and
New Port Richey came up a lot for the redevelopment efforts. She stated that Vet Fest was great. She
reminded everyone again about the candlelight vigil. 

12 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

                                                                                    (signed) ______________________________________
                                                                                                  Judy Meyers, CMC, City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________
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