
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

March 21, 2023
7:00 PM

 

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Rob Marlowe at 7:00 p.m. Those in attendance were 
Deputy Mayor Mike Peters, Councilman Peter Altman, Councilman Matt Murphy and Councilwoman
Kelly Mothershead. 
 
Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie L. Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Finance Director Crystal Dunn, Fire Chief Chris Fitch, Public Works Director Robert
Rivera, Police Chief Bob Kochen, Community and Development Director Dale Hall, Library
Director Andi Figart, Technology and Innovations Director Robert Greene, Parks and Recreation
Director Terri Moore and Human Resources Manager Bernie Wharran.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of March 7, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

5 Proclamation - Problem Gambling Awareness Month (By Title Only)

Mayor Marlowe read the proclamation by title only. 

6 Proclamation - Donate Life Month (By Title Only)

Mayor Marlowe read the proclamation by title only. 

7 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda

Mayor Marlowe opened the floor for public comment. The following people came forward to speak:



 
Paul Black, 5844 Madison St., NPR spoke regarding safety issues at the right turn light at
US19 and Main St. 
Judith Allen, 5940 Grand Blvd., NPR spoke regarding her recent grant application that she
submitted. She then read a FOIA request. 
Kimberly Cox, 7336 Ashmore Dr., NPR spoke regarding code violations, marginalized citizens
and grant funding. She also spoke regarding harassment on social media accounts.
Teresa Maluk, 5538 Montana Ave., NPR spoke regarding alley changes at Montana and the
street formally known as Calhoun. 
Sharon Schmidt read a letter from Diane Dougherty, 5523 Delaware Ave., NPR regarding
alleys. 
Mary Beth Isaacson, 8805 Forest Lake Dr., PR thanked Council, City Manager and staff for
their support of the arts. She also spoke regarding the Richey Community Orchestra.
Denise Isaacson, 14134 Old Dixie Hwy., Hudson, spoke regarding the Richey Community
Orchestra.
Bertell Butler, IV, 5335 Bellview Ave., NPR spoke regarding the upcoming municipal election. 
Ronald MacDonald spoke regarding the Richey Community Orchestra. 
Marlowe Jones, 6141 Pine Hill Rd., PR spoke regarding an article from Creative Loafing, an
independent investigation, and code enforcement revenue. 

 
 
With no one else coming forward for public comment, Mayor Marlowe closed Vox Pop.

8 Consent Agenda

Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

a Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval

9 Public Reading of Ordinances

a Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2023-2271: Amendments to Golf Cart Ordinance RE: Marine
Parkway

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a second and final
reading of an ordinance which would amend the City's current golf cart ordinance to allow for use on
Marine Parkway from U.S. Highway 19 to Grand Boulevard and on Grand Boulevard from Gulf Drive
to Ridgewood Drive. She stated this agenda item is in reference to the City's application process to
request the Florida Department of Transportation to approve golf cart crossing at the intersection of
Marine Parkway and U.S. Highway 19 and the intersection of Gulf Drive and U.S. Highway 19. Upon
opening the floor to public comment, the following people came forward to speak:
 

Don House, 2104 Beach Trail, Indian Rocks Bch, spoke in support of the ordinance.
Kimberly Cox, 7336 Ashmore Dr., NPR spoke in opposition of the ordinance. 
Teresa Maluk, 5538 Montana Ave., NPR spoke in support of Gulf Drive and in opposition of
Marine Parkway. 

 
With no one else coming forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
approve the ordinance upon its second and final reading.
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

b Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2023-2272: Parking Enforcement Specialists



City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a second and final
reading of an ordinance which would authorize the City's Code Enforcement Officers to issue parking
citations when they observe violations. She stated that under State Law Code Enforcement Officers
are certified they can be used for parking enforcement in order to assist patrol. Upon opening the floor
to public comment, the following people came forward to speak:
 

Kimberly Cox, 7336 Ashmore Dr., NPR spoke regarding fines and how they would impact
marginalized communities. 
Marlowe Jones, 6141 Pine Hill Rd., PR spoke in opposition of the ordinance. 
Teresa Maluk, 5538 Montana Ave., NPR asked for clarification on violations. 
Bertell Butler, IV, 5335 Bellview Ave., NPR spoke regarding Code Enforcement's availability
to issue citations. 

 
 
With no one else coming forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
approve the ordinance upon its second and final reading.
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

10 Business Items

a Board Re-Appointment: Robert Marin, Police Pension Board

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the re-appointment of Robert Marin to the Police Pension Board. She stated that on
May 3, 2022, City Council appointed Mr. Marin to fill the remaining term of previous Police Pension
Board trustee, Al Renedo, who moved out of the city limits. If approved, Mr. Marin's term will be for
four years and will be up for renewal on February 5, 2027. Upon opening the floor to public comment,
no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

b 2022 N. River Neighborhood Streetscape Improvements Project Award

City Manager Manns introduced Public Works Director Robert Rivera who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve the bid submitted in the amount
not to exceed $1,591,315.50 and project award to Keystone Excavators, Incorporated for the
proposed 2022 N. River Neighborhood Streetscape Improvements Project. The proposed
improvements include:
 

1. Removal and replacement of the existing sidewalk on the east side of N. River Road.
2. The milling and narrowing of the existing roadway.
3. Roadway striping for pedestrian crossings and bike lane symbols.
4.  Decorative street lighting.
5. Landscape and hardscape.
6. The removal and replacement of existing traffic signage.
7. LED crosswalk at Green Key Road and River Road.
8. The straightening of the intersection located at N. River Road and Veterans Drive and Legions

Place.
9. Sod placement at Sims Park

 
The funding for this project is LOGT and General Fund dollars. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was
made to approve the item as presented.  



 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

c Appeal of Variance #2023-03: Reduction in Required Parking at 5308 Lemon Street

City Manager Manns introduced Planning & Development Director Dale Hall who then presented the
item to Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was for Council to hear an appeal to a
variance for a reduction in parking at 5308 Lemon St. Mr. Hall began his presentation by stating the
request is for a reduction in parking spaces from 11 to 8 with 2 of them being substandard. He then
provided an overview of the property site. Mr. Hall then highlighted the current use and proposed
future plans. He stated that the DRC recommended denial and the LDRB unanimously approved the
request. Mr. Hall then highlighted recently added road parking spaces along Lemon Street and Locust
Place. Mayor Marlowe stated this was a quasi judicial matter. Councilman Altman stated he has been
advocating for this project before the variance application was submitted. Upon opening the floor to
public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.
Councilman Altman made a motion to approve the variance. Mayor Marlowe passed the gavel to
Deputy Mayor Peters so he could second the motion. 
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Rob Marlowe.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

d General Employee Classification and Compensation Study

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the City Manager entering into an agreement with Evergreen Solutions, LLC to
conduct a Classification and Compensation Study in respect to the General Employees for an amount
not to exceed $40,500. The study would be for general non-union employees. She stated that the City
contracted with Evergreen Solutions, LLC in 2022 to conduct a review of the positions covered under
the labor contract with the West Central Florida Police Benevolent Association. She stated that the
City has made the commitment to conduct a comprehensive compensation evaluation for each of the
city’s employee groups at least once every three years.  The purpose of the evaluation is to remain
market competitive by providing external equity with comparable communities and ensuring
appropriate internal alignment. City Manager Manns stated it is our hope that this study will bring
minimum wage into compliance before the provisions of the recently passed amendment. The study is
due to be completed in July and will be submitted for consideration for the FY23/24 Budget. Upon
opening the floor to public comment, the following people came forward to speak:
 

Marlowe Jones, 6141 Pine Hill Rd., PR asked if this was the same company hired to do the
employee survey. City Manager Manns stated no. 

 
With no one else coming forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

e Grand Blvd. Park Improvements – Project Close Out

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the final pay request rom Top Line Recreation Incorporated in the amount not to
exceed $185,625.03 for the completion of the Grand Blvd. Park Improvements Project. Mr. Rivera
then highlighted the elements of the project. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came
forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the
item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   



f Request for Approval to Purchase Two Police Traffic Speed Trailers

City Manager Manns introduced Police Chief Bob Kochen who then presented the item to Council.
He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve the purchase of two Onsite 300MX
Matrix speed trailers from MSM Public Safety and Project and corresponding budget amendment. 
Funding for this item is $24,368.00 however, the City will apply a one-time city credit from American
Traffic Solutions of $10,000.00 dollars. The remaining $14,368.00 will be taken from forfeiture
funds. Upon opening the floor to public comment, the following people came forward to speak:
 

Bertell Butler, IV, 5335 Bellview Ave., NPR came forward to thank Council for innovative
solutions regarding speeding. 
Kimberly Cox, 7336 Ashmore Dr., NPR came forward to state her support of the item.

 
With no one else coming forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

g Request for Approval to Purchase Fuel Master Software

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the purchase of Fuel Master Software by Syn-tech Systems in the amount estimated
not to exceed $39,920.00 and corresponding budget amendment. Mr. Greene stated this will improve
the current fuel management system and will provide better tracking mechanisms. Upon opening the
floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to
Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

h Memorandum of Understanding with West Central Florida PBA RE: Christmas and New Year’s Eve
Holidays

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to ratify a Memorandum of Understanding with the members of the West Central Florida Police
Benevolent Association related to the Christmas and New Year’s Eve Holidays. She stated that a
change was effectuated late last year which in short removed eight (8) hours of annual leave time from
the general employees floating holiday leave entitlement and it was replaced with four (4) hours of
holiday time on both Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.  The purpose of this agenda item is to extend
the same opportunity to the police union. The Memorandum of Understanding was tentatively agreed
upon by the City of New Port Richey and the West Central Florida Police Benevolent Association in
January of 2023 subject to ratification by the City Council. The Memorandum provides specifically
that the bargaining unit members floating holiday balance will be amended from a 32 to 24 annual
hours. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe
returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented. 
 
Motion made by Kelly Mothershead and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Marlowe, Mothershead, Murphy, Peters   

11 Communications

Mayor Marlowe stated he attended the TB Water meeting on Monday and received a number of
handouts. He stated TB Water approved an agreement with Hillsborough County for injection wells.
He stated that the pipeline will not be installed until 2028. He then explained how injection wells
work. He also spoke regarding TAP and Pure. Mayor Marlowe stated a lot of the reclaimed water is
pumped to the 4G Ranch in Pasco. He stated that Fitzgerald's came to us a few weeks back for a three
day event and it worked really well. He was not aware of any problems with the event. He stated two
other businesses stated they had the best day. He stated he agreed with Mr. Black's comments about the



right turn lane at US19 and Main Street. He stated we need to speak to FDOT about the right on red.
Mayor Marlowe stated he would like staff to look at the Calhoun issue. He stated he would like to see
signs at the Masonic Lodge and using the DART shuttle. Mayor Marlowe stated the Pasco Art Guild
had their exhibit on Sunday. He asked his colleagues to think about removing the lights along Main
Street and put in stop signs in its place and to discuss it at the upcoming work session. Councilman
Murphy stated he would like to see a home for the Richey Community Orchestra. He stated he will
check his election location. He stated that Chasco begins this week. Councilman Altman spoke
regarding the Richey Community Orchestra and the Finnish American Club. He stated the Baptist
Church that bought the property has put it up for sale. He stated the building could serve a cultural
purpose. He stated if the City would acquire the property it would give the orchestra time to secure a
permanent home. Councilman Altman stated that it would be a great fit. He asked that it be placed on a
CRA agenda for discussion. Deputy Mayor Peters stated that our WWTP has served us well but it is
aging. He stated we need to start thinking about how to go about replacing it and to have conversations
with the County. He stated he is looking forward to Council's visit to Tallahassee to speak with
legislators. He stated we are a small city and operate differently than larger cities across the state. He
thanked the parks department for the concert last weekend. Councilwoman Mothershead stated she
also wanted to congratulate the parks department on the concert. She stated St. Patrick's Day was
great. She said all the restaurants were full. She also agreed with Mr. Black's comments about the turn
lane at US19. She said the Genesis School was sold in November. She stated she heard it was
supposed to be senior housing. City Manager Manns stated she is looking forward to Chasco.
Councilman Altman discussed the lanes on Little Rd. near 54. He suggested a green turn arrow. He
then highlighted some of the scheduled events for Chasco.

12 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

                                                                                    (signed) ______________________________________
                                                                                                  Judy Meyers, CMC, City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________
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