
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

March 5, 2019
7:00 PM

 

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Rob Marlowe at 7:00 pm. Those in attendance were,
Councilman Chopper Davis, Councilman Peter Altman and Councilman Matt Murphy. Deputy Mayor
Jeff Starkey was excused.
 
Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie Manns, City Clerk Judy Meyers, Finance Director
Crystal Feast, Fire Chief Chris Fitch, Economic Development Director Mario Iezzoni, Public Works
Director Robert Rivera, Library Director Andi Figart, Parks and Recreation Director Elaine Smith,
Development Director George Romagnoli, Technology Solutions Director Bryan Weed, Human
Resources Manager Bernie Wharran and Lt. Lauren Letona.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of February 19, 2019 Work Session and Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Starkey

5 Presentation by Premier Health RE: Annual Update

This item was withdrawn. 

6 Proclamation - Junior Service League Weekend (By Title Only)

Mayor Marlowe read the proclamation by title only.

7 Proclamation - Problem Gambling Awareness Month (By Title Only)



Mayor Marlowe read the proclamation by title only.

8 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda

Mayor Marlowe opened the floor for public comment.  John Kane came forward speak about the
ordinance regarding parking. He spoke with Mr. Romagnoli about the pervious materials. He asked the
amendment be expedited to remove the substances. Mayor Marlowe stated he spoke to Mr. Kane
regarding the issue. City Manager Manns stated staff would look at the much, shell and stone issue.

Cecelia Mahone came forward to invite Council to an event at Gulf High on April 13th for the Pack-a-
Sack Program. The Program provides food for students over the weekend.

Noah Denny came forward to again request that City Council impose a ban on plastic straws and
Styrofoam. He believes the best course of action is for Council to impose a ban.

Dan Dede came forward and to talk about safety concerns with the new boardwalks. There are no
fences or barriers between the picnic area and lake. With the attraction of the new boardwalk there
should be some kind of fencing around the area. He stated there are four stop signs on Circle Blvd. but
there is still speeding from cars and golf carts. He suggested keeping the road a one-way northbound.
He suggested installing a four-way stop sign at Pennsylvania and Adams. He stated there is a problem
with alcohol and coolers on the parade route.

Frederick and Marianne Everett came forward and stated that people do not stop at the stop signs on
Circle Blvd. His car was hit and had $700 worth of damage. Mrs. Everett suggested putting in a
flashing crosswalk signal.

City Manager Manns stated staff will follow up on all of the issues discussed. With no one else
coming forward for public comment, Mayor Marlowe closed Vox Pop.

9 Consent Agenda

Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda.

Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Starkey

a Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Minutes - December 2018

b Cultural Affairs Committee Minutes - January 2019

c Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval

10 Public Reading of Ordinances

a First Reading, Ordinance No. 2019-2148: Permitted Uses in Highway Commercial Zoning District

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that this matter was originally proposed to you at a meeting on January 2,
2019. Since that time, several meetings have occurred with the motel owners. As a result of these
meetings, there has been changes to the original ordinance. The changes include hotels as a
conforming use and motels as a non-conforming use. Other changes included a change to the
definition of Transient Residential Lodging, the percentage threshold was increased and the
grandfather provision was adjusted. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward
therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the ordinance
upon its first reading.



 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Starkey

b First Reading, Ordinance No. 2019-2159: Rezoning Application – 5838 Main Street

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced
Development Director George Romagnoli who then presented the item to Council. He stated that the
purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a first reading regarding a rezoning application for 5838
Main Street. The request is to rezone the property to Downtown District, which is concurrent with the
Downtown land use category. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward
therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Councilman Davis asked about the property
to the East and if it was already zoned as downtown and Mr. Romagnoli stated yes. Councilman Altman
stated that as he looks at the map with the library being a key to the downtown he would like to see a
major review and Mr. Romagnoli stated he has spoken to City Manager Manns about the downtown
overlay. Motion was made to approve the ordinance upon its first reading.
 
 

 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Starkey

c First Reading, Ordinance No. 2019-2152: Approval of Oyster Bayou Planned Development District
Ordinance Amendment

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced
Development Director George Romagnoli who then presented the item to Council. He stated that the
purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a first reading for an ordinance for an amendment for
a Planned Development District relating to the proposed Oyster Bayou development project. The
property is located at the northwest corner of Green Key Road and Manor Beach Drive and was zoned
to PDD in 2006 for a developer that was interested in establishing townhouse development. Since that
time, the property was sold. The new owner of the property is interested in building a residential
development that provides for 526-875 square feet of living space accompanied by parking for
recreational vehicles. Setbacks have decreased but landscape buffers have increased. City Manager
Manns stated there are common amenities that are going to be incorporated into the subdivision. Upon
opening the floor to public comment, John Kane came forward and stated this area was part of his mail
route. When it was originally proposed it was to be a kayak and canoe area. The dredging was not
approved. He questioned whether or not another application would be made. Mr. Romagnoli stated
there was no discussion on what type of boats would be used for the lagoon. With no one else coming
forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the ordinance
upon its first reading.
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Starkey

11 Business Items

a Public Hearing on the Small Cities Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Application

City Manager Manns presented the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to conduct a public hearing on the City's Small Cities CDBG application. In order to receive that
funding, the City must hold a public hearing to receive citizen input regarding economic and
community development needs. She then introduced David Fox from Fred Fox Enterprises, Inc. who
then made a presentation to Council. Mr. Fox stated the applications are due by May 6th. The City is
eligible to apply for up to $750,000. There are four categories, housing rehabilitation, commercial
revitalization, neighborhood revitalization and economic development. Maximum allowed under
economic development is $1,500,000. Mr. Fox highlighted the income restrictions and points
allowable in the application. Mr. Fox then highlighted the five steps for application process which



includes a CATF, hold a CATF meeting, hold a first public hearing, advertise for a Fair Housing
Workshop and then hold a second public hearing to finalize the application. Upon opening the floor to
public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. 
Motion was made to approve the recommendations from the CATF of applying for the housing
rehabilitation category in the Small Cities CDBG application. 
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Starkey

b Fair Housing Presentation

David Fox presented the item to Council. He stated that as a requirement for participation in the Small
Cities CDBG Program, cities are required to conduct a presentation on fair housing. The presentation
will introduce important aspects of the law, including how complaints can be filed, and how they can be
resolved. The Fair Housing Act was passed in 1968 revised in 1988 and amended in 1995. Prohibits
discrimination and intimidation of people in their homes. There are senior housing exemptions. Mr.
Fox then highlighted the prohibitions. There are additional protections for those with disabilities. Mr.
Fox then highlighted the process to file a complaint through HUD and the investigation process. Upon
opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the
floor to Council.  No formal action was needed by Council for this agenda item.

c Board Re-Appointment: Dana Suiters, Parks and Recreation Advisory Board

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the re-appointment of Dana Suiters to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. Ms.
Suiters' current term expired as of December 1, 2018 If approved, Ms. Suiters' term will be for three
years and will be up for renewal on March 5, 2022.  Staff has verified that Ms. Suiters meets the
requirements set forth in the City's Code to serve on this board. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.  Motion was
made to approve the item as presented. 

 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Starkey

d 2018/2019 Sanitary Sewer Gravity Lining Project

City Manager Manns introduced Public Works Director, Robert Rivera, who then presented the item
to Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve an agreement and a proposal
from Granite Inliner, LLC, in an amount not to exceed $201,700.80 for sanitary sewer gravity main
rehabilitation. This type of project has been included annually in the Public Works Capital
Improvement Program as a continual proactive approach to rehabilitate an aging infrastructure. Mr.
Rivera then highlighted how the process is conducted. Funding is available in the Water & Sewer
Revenue Fund Account. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore
Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.  Motion was made to approve the item as presented. 
Councilman Davis was out of the room during the presentation and vote on this item.

 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  0-0.     Absent:
Davis, Starkey

e WWTP High Service Pump Replacement Project – Consideration for Approval of Direct Purchases

City Manager Manns presented the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to consider the approval of a sole source proposal from John Mader Enterprises, Inc. in an amount
not to exceed $36,042.50 for two 6,000 gallons per minute high service pumps, and two proposals
from Power & Pumps Inc. The first proposal is in an amount not to exceed $35,730.00 for two 300
horsepower motors. The second proposal is an amount not to exceed $26,980.00 for two 300



horsepower variable frequency drives for the Wastewater Treatment Plant. Mr. Rivera then showed
pictures of the service pumps. The items have met their life expectancy. These items are budgeted in
the Water and Sewer Fund, Reclaimed Water Production Division. The County is responsible for 40%
of the cost. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor
Marlowe returned the floor to Council.  Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Starkey

f Fire Station 1 Roof Replacement Project – Consideration for Approval

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve a proposal from SC Signature Roofing Corporation in an amount not to exceed
$37,650 for the removal and replacement of the existing roof at Fire Station No. 1. The amount
includes an owner’s contingency in the amount of $5,000 should additional work be required outside
of the described scope of work. Mr. Rivera stated the station had extensive remodeling 23 years ago.
The immediate need to replace the roof is apparent.  Several areas inside the building have water
intrusion due to the roof leaking and are in need of corrective measures. City Manager Manns stated
the issues were not addressed sooner due to talks regarding a new fire station. This repair is not a
planned expenditure but funds will be taken from the Library Project because the funds will not be
used before the end of the fiscal year. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came
forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.  Motion was made to approve the
item with the transfer of funds from the Library Improvement Project to cover this expense. 

 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Starkey

g Three Minute Report: Technology Solutions

12 Communications

Mayor Marlowe stated he may miss a meeting in February of next year due to his son being promoted
to a commissioned officer. He stated he will be a grandfather again within the next few days. The
concert in the park on Saturday night was amazing and there was at least 41 golf carts. He stated it may
be time to get serious about corralling the carts into a central location. Definitely need to talk about
parking. North parking lot had a dozen cars parked on the grass. He asked if it would be possible to
refer Noah Denny to the Environmental Committee for the plastic straw ban. City Manager Manns
stated she believes that is where he started but she would confirm. He commended Mr. Weed for the
comprehensive calendar on the website.
 
 
Councilman Davis thanked Finance Director Feast for the audit update.
 
 
Councilman Altman stated he was reminded of Mr. Casson's comments about keeping the historic
downtown and that there are openings on the Historic Preservation Committee. He suggested
contacting former-Council member Maytum to be on the committee. He stated that there was action
to further the FGUA acquisition and he suggested we request they remove from the boundaries for city
residents. He had comments referred to him about the anti-discrimination ordinance and the people
who requested it deserve to be heard and stated it should be placed on a future agenda.
 
 
Councilman Murphy stated he had a question about driveways and if owners have to turn in a sketch for
driveways or is there a form and City Manager Manns stated yes there is a form. He wished everyone
good luck with their campaigns.
 
 



City Attorney Driscoll stated he is meeting TB Water on Wednesday and he is expecting a final draft
of the agreement.

13 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.

 (signed) ______________________________________
 Judy Meyers, CMC, City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________
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