
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

March 19, 2019
7:00 PM

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Rob Marlowe at 7:00 pm. Those in attendance were,
Deputy Mayor Jeff Starkey, Councilman Chopper Davis, Councilman Peter Altman and Councilman
Matt Murphy.

Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Finance Director Crystal Feast, Fire Chief Chris Fitch, Economic Development
Director Mario Iezzoni, Public Works Director Robert Rivera, Library Director Andi Figart,,
Development Director George Romagnoli, Human Resources Manager Bernie Wharran, Lt. Lauren
Letona and Assistant  Parks and Recreation Director Chris Bornfleth.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of March 5, 2019 Work Session and Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.

Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

5 Proclamation - Florida Loquat Day

Mayor Marlowe presented the parchment to Marilynn deChant.

6 Proclamation - Water Conservation Month (By Title Only)

Mayor Marlowe read the proclamation by title only.

7 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda



Mayor Marlowe opened the floor for public comment. Don Morrison came forward and read from a
prepared statement regarding his company's termination from the Wayfinding Signage Project. He
stated he felt the termination was retribution for his company pointing out deficiencies in the project.
 
John Kane came forward to thank City Manager Manns for her solution regarding toddler swings at
Sims Park. He stated that more citizens would come to speak if the electric timer was not always used.
Finally he stated Senator John McCain was a great man.
 
John Glenzer came forward and stated that the City had a staunch ally in Arete regarding the
Wayfinding Project. He stated new posts were constructed for wind loads. The changes were done at
cost with no mark up. He stated Arete was not contracted for design and engineering on the project. He
stated the City Manager continued to make changes up and until the day of termination. He is
requesting that the City waive the liquidated damages and reimburse the company in an amount of
$12,000.
 
Henry Fernandez came forward to speak about distracted motorists. He spoke about students who use
crosswalks to get to schools. He recommended an RRFB be added to the crosswalk in front of Gulf
Middle School. The School Board would contribute to the cost.
 
Jenny Camereri came forward to speak about the alley at Wyoming and Tennessee. The alleys have not
been maintained for many years. It is important to rectify this situation before the next hurricane
season begins.
 
Judith Allen came forward and stated there are at least three alleys on the west side of Grand that are
completely blocked. Some of the fences look like they have gone over the assessments. There is also
one alley on the east side of Grand.
 
MJ Faqouseh came forward and stated that he was informed today that he was disqualified as a
candidate. He asked Council to grant permission for a petition to re-enter the race.
 
Dan Dede came forward to talk about a proposal for traffic changes along Circle Boulevard. He
thanked Council for approving the four-way stop sign at Adams and Pennsylvania. He also asked about
what kind of drainage will be imposed regarding the new apartments being built.
 
Chris Williamson came forward to reiterate the traffic concerns on Circle Boulevard that Mr. Dede
spoke to.
 
With no one else coming forward for public comment, Mayor Marlowe closed Vox Pop.

8 Consent Agenda

Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda. Councilman Davis asked about the donations to the
Library and Recreation Center. Finance Director Crystal Feast stated that information was purposely
left off as some donors wish to remain anonymous. She stated she would provide the information to
City Manager Manns to be included in this week's City Manager's report.

 
Motion made by Jeff Starkey and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

a Consideration of Amendments to the FY19 Adopted Budget

b Library Advisory Board Minutes - November 2018 and January 2019

c Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval



9 Public Reading of Ordinances

a Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2019-2148: Permitted Uses in Highway Commercial Zoning
District

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was
made to approve the ordinance upon its second and final reading.

 
Motion made by Jeff Starkey and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

b Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2019-2159: Rezoning Application – 5838 Main Street

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was
made to approve the ordinance upon its second and final reading.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Jeff Starkey.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

c Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2019-2152: Approval of Oyster Bayou Planned Development
District Ordinance Amendment

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, Ron Orchard came forward with questions regarding drainage. The streets there do flood
now. Councilman Davis asked if property owners need to be responsible for drainage and Mr.
Romagnoli stated yes.
 
David Maharaj came forward and stated this property sits right at the entrance to Peninsular Paradise.
He stated this will be an eyesore and will deter tourists. There have been four murders over the last
four to five years in RV's on that road. Lisa Maharaj stated she has seen the changes over the last few
years. She stated homes would be a better option for the area. Deputy Mayor Starkey asked for the
picture to be put up to show that it will be townhouse with RV parking. He stated it will be a high end
development.
 
John Kane came forward and stated that he has friends who live out there and it looks like it will be a
nice project.
 
Chris Chadwick came forward with concerns about the layout. They are asking for a variance to go
from 62 to 66 units.
 
Anthony Marfione came forward and stated his main concern is big vehicles coming out of the park
with the flooding. His other concern was more cars and people as some could also live in the RV's and
the homes. He stated tourists use the area frequently.
 
Cherry Smith came forward and stated there may be a legality issue. She stated she would live in the
RV and rent the house out on Air BnB. It is something the City should consider.
 
Chris and Nicole Dufach came forward to address the concerns that were raised. Mr. Dufach stated
that the average network of those buying these homes are in the three to four million range. The
average price will be in the $200,000 range. Deputy Mayor Starkey asked what drew them to the sight.
Mr. Dufach stated they were able to pick up the land for a lot less than what it was appraised for.
Councilman Murphy asked if there was going to be an association and Mr. Dufach stated yes. There
will be management onsite.
 
Jessica Dubberly came forward and asked if there will be any boat docks. Mr. Dufach said made there



is a plan for waterfront but no desire to dredge.
 
Mr. Wu came forward to ask when the project will be complete. Mr. Dufach stated eight to twelve
months.
 
With no one else coming forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
approve the ordinance upon its second and final reading.
 
Motion made by Jeff Starkey and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

10 Business Items

a 2019 Craft Beer and Wine Festival

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve an ABSEP for the New Port Richey Rotary Club's 2019 Craft Beer and Wine Festival
to be held in Sims Park on May 18, 2019 from 5PM until 8PM. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, Greg Smith came forward and stated they started a community Rotaract Club with their
main project to raise funds that will put lending libraries around the county. This is a good event to
kickoff their fundraiser. Frank Grey came forward to speak about the Rotaract Club. He stated they
understand the importance of literacy. This will support a great cause. With no one else coming
forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Deputy Mayor Starkey asked City Attorney
Driscoll that since he was a member of the Rotary Club would it be a conflict to vote and City
Attorney Driscoll stated no. Motion was made to approve the item as presented. 

 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

b 2019 Cotee River Bike Fest - Alcoholic Beverage Special Event

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve an ABSEP for the 2019 Cotee River Bike Fest to be held in Sims Park and downtown
New Port Richey October 11-13, 2019. Event organizers wish to sell beer and wine on Friday,
October 11, 2019 from  5PM-11PM, Saturday, October 12, 2019 from Noon-11PM and Sunday,
October 13, 2019 from 1PM-5PM.  Upon opening the floor to public comment,  Jeff Wright came
forward and stated he would like to not see Main Street closed so regular customers can come and do
business. Councilman Davis stated Ms. Farrell came around and talked to businesses last year before
they opened and he was sure she'll come around again this year. City Manager Manns stated that she
will make sure the map is either brought back before Council or will include it in the City Manager's
report. Deputy Mayor Starkey stated that when we are looking at events we cannot look at expanding
street closures when the acreage downtown is shrinking. His concern is when will it happen. City
Manager Manns stated the item could be tabled and brought back at the April 2nd City Council
meeting.
 
Frank Starkey came forward and stated it is all of the businesses that would be impacted. It is not the
event itself but the function of the event that takes over the downtown. With no one else coming
forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. 
 
Councilman Altman made a motion to approve the plan with a road plan to be presented by August 1st.
Mayor Marlowe stated that they are prohibited from advertising until application is approved and
waiting until August would be detrimental. Motion failed due to lack of a second. Councilman Altman
then made another motion to approve the plan as long as the road plan is submitted within sixty days.
Councilman Davis seconded the motion. Mayor Marlowe stated he believes it is a mistake moving
forward. Tina Farrell came forward and stated that road closures were discussed at their first meeting
with staff. She stated she had an alternate plan for street closures and she was told no. Deputy Mayor
Starkey asked City Attorney Driscoll if Council approved the item tonight so they can proceed with



their planning and then within sixty days we do not approve the street plan is what they approved tonight
null and void and City Attorney Driscoll stated it is subject to what street closure plan that is approved.
Street closures is a separate item to be taken up in sixty days.
 
 

 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  4-1.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Murphy, Starkey Nays: Marlowe  

c Recreation and Aquatic Center - 90 Days of Summer Membership Drive

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve a sale on three month memberships at the Recreation & Aquatic Center. The sale would
run from April 14, 2019 through May 11, 2019 at a 20% discount and the passes will be good for the
entire summer from May 12, 2019 through August 11, 2019. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.  Motion was
made to approve the item as presented. 

 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

d Resolution No. 2019-06: Authorization of Extension of City’s Utility System and Public Comment
on Utility Rate Increase RE: Orangewood Lakes Services Inc. Utility System Purchase

City Attorney Driscoll read the resolution by title only. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no
one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.  Motion was made to
approve the item as presented. 

 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

e 2016 Street Improvements Project - ITB No. 18-001 - Closeout

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the final pay request in the amount of $129,961.60 and a deductive change order in the
amount of $53,645.09 to D.A.B. Constructors, Inc. for the completion of the 2016 Street
Improvements Project ITB No. 18-001. Mr. Rivera stated this was part of Cycle 1 group of streets
that were done and there were some additional streets that were added. Upon opening the floor to
public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.
Deputy Mayor Starkey stated we are going to keep up on the maintenance on the streetscape. He
brought up the small stop signs on the multi-use path. He asked if they are required. Mr. Rivera stated
yes. He instructed the sign technician to tilt them more into the path. Councilman Altman asked if we
could put a little bicycle under the sign to designate they are for bicycles and not vehicles. Mr. Rivera
stated they would look into the matter. Motion was made to approve the item as presented. 

 
Motion made by Jeff Starkey and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

f 2017 City Hall Renovations Project Closeout

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve a deductive change order in the amount of $2,765.46 and a final pay request in the
amount of $47,841.98 for The Hayes Construction Company, Inc. for the completion of the 2017
City Hall Renovations (Glass Block Replacement) Project. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was



made to approve the item as presented. 

 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

g 2017 Limit Dr. Potable Water Interconnect Upgrades Phase 2 - Consideration for Approval

City Manager Manns introduced Public Works Director Robert Rivera who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve a proposal from Schaer
Development of Central Florida, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $46,435.45 for the 2017 Limit Dr.
Potable Water Interconnect Upgrades Phase 2.  The proposal also includes an owner’s contingency in
the amount of $3,997.89. The scope of the project includes the demolishing of the existing in-ground
vault and interconnect as well as the rebuilding of the interconnect above ground, the replacement of
the existing standard potable bulk meter with a smart bulk meter, the installation of a pressure
sustaining valve, a by-pass connection, and a concrete pad with bollards. Upon opening the floor to
public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. 
Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

h Interlocal Agreement between the City of New Port Richey and Pasco County RE: Lafayette Street
Parking Lot

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve entering into an Interlocal Agreement with Pasco County for the Lafayette Street
Parking Lot.  She stated that for some time now she has been in discussions with the County
Administrator regarding the parking lot behind their building on Main Street adjacent to the lot
currently owned by the City.  The proposal included a redesign of all of the parking areas to increase
the number of spaces from 71 to 102 and enhanced landscaping.  The proposal also included the
provision that 30 spaces would be reserved for County owned vehicles. Upon opening the floor to
public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. 
Deputy Mayor Starkey stated that since Kazu opened the lot is full. The only issue he has is why can't
the County park their 30 vehicles at their property on Sunset. City Manager Manns stated she has had
some discussion regarding that issue and the County may do that for special events but not on a daily
basis. They are expected to vacate the building within a year. Deputy Mayor Starkey stated he would
reach out to the Commissioners. Councilman Altman stated the property owner adjacent to the County
building wants to build and move on. He stated when last talking to Commissioner Wells and the
County Administrator the County seemed interested in selling the building or swapping land for the
ball fields. He stated that would solve the issue. Councilman Altman stated the reality is that the ball
field serves county residents. Mayor Marlowe concurred with the comments regarding the parking of
city vehicles. Mayor Marlowe stated if we get control of the bank building he knows a group who is
interested in turning it into a children's museum. Motion was made to approve the item as presented. 

 
Motion made by Jeff Starkey and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

i City Manager Performance Evaluation

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to conduct the annual evaluation of her performance as City Manager. She stated her original
contract began on May 14, 2014 and will expire on June 2, 2019. In 2016 a two year extension was
added and another two years in 2017. She asked another year be added and so the contract would lapse
on June 2, 2024. In addition, she requested to amend vacation day pay out to 45 days. City Manager
Manns stated that in 2015 she was given a 3% salary increase, a 2% increase in 2016, a 1.75%
increase in 2017 and she had requested a no increase in 2018. This year she is requesting a 3%
increase which would coincide with her anniversary date of June 2nd.  Upon opening the floor to



public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.
 
Deputy Mayor Starkey stated that City Manager Manns killed it during her interview. He stated asking
your bosses how she is doing publicly is not easy. He stated we are blessed and fortunate to have her as
our city manager. Almost everything starts and ends with City Manager Manns. She has led the city in a
very positive direction. She respects everyone.
 
Councilman Davis stated he has been happy with her and meets with her at least once a week. He has
no issues with the items she is requesting.
 
Councilman Murphy stated he has gotten the opportunity to get to know her over the past year. It is not
an easy job. Any time he has met with her she has been helpful and informative. It has always been a
positive thing. Everything he has seen she has done phenomenally. He has no issues with what she is
requesting.
 
Councilman Altman stated he spoke to City Manager Manns in private and expressed he was not ready
to fill out the form. He has been an advocate about expressing differences of opinion when they are up
on the dais. He would support motion but wanted to add that were 14-15 employees shy in Public
Works. He wanted to suggest that we offer the right salaries to attract quality workers.
 
Mayor Marlowe stated we are all trying to make the city the best we can. He stated the only section
that was rated less that outstanding was the section on the audit and Tyler implementation. He is very
pleased with her performance. He stated City Manager Manns was the best City Manager he has
worked with.
 
Motion was made to increase vacation days from 36 to 45 days, extending contract term an additional
year and a three percent pay increase.  

 
Motion made by Jeff Starkey and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

j Three Minute Report: Finance Department

11 Communications

Mayor Marlowe stated he attended another meeting with TB Water. He had someone ask about the
small grants for painting and they were under the impression they were going away. City Manager
Manns stated that was not the case. He stated that NPRMS does seem to be coming back from the
dead. He feels they missed their calling by jumping back into special events. As far as adopting certain
events that have no visible means of support such as the Christmas parade he has no objection. His
concern is that if they just say they are non-profit that costs could be exponential. He is not willing to
buy that. He thinks it is a mistake. If we agree in advance that we will sponsor that is all well and good.
He is excited for Chasco. They are well aware they will have an issue with the carnival next year and
will be providing park and ride options for this year. We are encouraging them to think outside the box.
 
Deputy Mayor Starkey wanted to point out that Chasco was a city event and it has grown to be an event
the City hosts. He has talked with members of the Steering Committee and they are not happy with the
costs for the parade but there are tens of thousands of people in the downtown who attend. It gets
rowdy along the parade route. Police are needed. The City gives $30k of in-kind support for the entire
event. He is more than happy to sit down with Chasco Steering Committee and have a work session.
He has been told we cannot have a Chasco event without a carnival as that is where the money is made.
He had no idea that there were structures built on the alleyways and he stated that is unacceptable. They
are right-of-ways. We need to come up with an understanding that if your property backs up to
alleyways property owners have to be responsible.
 
Councilman Davis asked Council to look at the Publix in Islamorada. It is something he would like to
see along out gateway. He would like to look at the speed limit on Circle and Sims. He stated people



cannot just put signs out to advertise their business. He stated that there needs to be an increase in
the penalties for violators.

Councilman Altman stated that he had previously spoke about a provision in repealed Ordinance No.
1494. The applicant may negotiate on fees for special events. He read from the ordinance,
"Organizations that are exempt from paying taxes shall be exempt from reimbursements." The Chasco
and Christmas parades have gone on forever. The issue is money. He is requesting that if an event did
not make money they would not be pursued for the reimbursement of funds. He would like to see this
recognized that this is the City's event. He would like to revisit the ordinance. He wanted to reiterate
the redevelopment of Main and US19 and that he is all for incentivizing but that corner needs to draw
attention as our downtown goes all the way out to US19. There is a potential to really try to do
something out there. He stated all the venues in the downtown were busy for St. Patrick's Day. There
was a police presence to make sure good decisions were being made and he complimented the police
department.

Councilman Murphy stated he met with Liz Misemer and asked if at some point can we have another
work session with NPRMS. He wants to make sure we are all on the same page.

City Manager Manns thanked Council for their comments on her performance and for granting her
requests. She stated it is a pleasure to serve as their City Manager.  She stated that we could not have
had the successes over the last year without the Council's support and staff's hard work. She reminded
everyone of the Smithsonian Exhibit at the Business Incubator.

12 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 9:42 p.m.

 (signed) ______________________________________
 Judy Meyers, CMC, City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________
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