
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

April 23, 2019
7:00 PM

 

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Rob Marlowe at 7:00 pm. Those in attendance were,
Deputy Mayor Jeff Starkey, Councilman Chopper Davis, Councilman Peter Altman and Councilman
Matt Murphy. 
 
Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Police Chief Kim Bogart, Finance Director Crystal Feast, Fire Chief Chris Fitch,
Economic Development Director Mario Iezzoni, Public Works Director Robert Rivera, Library
Director Andi Figart, Parks and Recreation Director Elaine Smith, Development Director George
Romagnoli, Technology Solutions Director Bryan Weed and Human Resources Manager Bernie
Wharran.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of April 2, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

5 Administration of Oath of Office to Newly-Elected Council Members

6 Appointment of Deputy Mayor

Motion was made by Councilman Davis to retain Councilman Starkey as Deputy Mayor.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   



7 Proclamation - Child Abuse Prevention Month

Larnelle Scott and Evelien Still accepted the parchment from Mayor Marlowe.

8 Proclamation - Powertalk 21

Jeannine Laurence accepted the parchment from Mayor Marlowe.

9 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda

Mayor Marlowe opened the floor for public comment. Noah Denny came forward to speak about a
proposed resolution ban on plastic straws and polystyrene containers. He thanked the businesses who
have supported his resolution along with the City's Environmental Committee. He then highlighted the
benefits of banning plastic straws. He stated climate change was the main reason the document was
drafted. He stated other states, counties and cities have already committed to the effort. He asked
Council to support and pass the resolution. Councilman Davis urged him to connect with Liz Misemer
with NPRMS. Deputy Mayor Starkey stated that he and Noah went around to talk to the downtown
businesses.
 
Bob Smallwood came forward and stated that he has noticed the law enforcement presence on the river
diminish over the years. It is getting more dangerous to be on the river as more boats do not adhere to
the no wake zone. He would like to see more presence back on the river. Mayor Marlowe stated he
received an email that the police boat tends to stay on the davits instead of the water. He stated
something needs to be done to slow down the boaters. Councilman Atlman asked to have this added as
a future agenda item for discussion.
 
Mark Vandenbroek came forward and stated he has lived on the river for over twenty years and the
speeding has gotten worse and worse. He would like to see police presence on the weekends from
3PM-7PM. He volunteered his dock for the police to use.
 
Joan Nelson Hook came forward and stated that the City Council did such a great job stopping the
speeders on River Road and she hopes the same can be done with the speeding on the water.
 
Harold Isom came forward and stated he is very active with the American Legion Post where he lives
in Missouri. His city was just designated as a POW/MIA community. It would be a great edition for
our community to be designated as well.
 
Mike Gordon came forward to echo the previous concerns about speeding on the river. He stated it is
progressively getting worse. He referred to an incident that happened a few weeks ago where they
identified the people on the Sea Doo's but no ticket was given. Funds were spent for a boat lift to put
the boat in the water more easily and he asked what can be done to get the water in the water.
 
With no one else coming forward for public comment, Mayor Marlowe closed Vox Pop. Mayor
Marlowe then highlighted concerns about the loud noise at Dulcet and the need for recycling
containers near Sims Park and Orange Lake. Deputy Mayor Starkey stated there was a TB Times
article about the noise issue a year ago and it is still happening. He stated we are working on three
years now and we need to be more stern with enforcement.

10 Consent Agenda

Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda.

 
Motion made by Jeff Starkey and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

a Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval



b Library Advisory Board Minutes - February 2019

c Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Minutes - March 2019

11 Public Reading of Ordinances

a Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2019-2163, Authorizing the Issuance of the Water & Sewer Revenue
Bond, Series 2019

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only.  City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to authorize the issuance of the
Water & Sewer Revenue Bond, Series 2019.  A Water and Revenue Sufficiency Study was presented
in 2018. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe
returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the ordinance upon its second and final
reading.

 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

b Second Reading, Ordinance 2019-2160: Moratorium on Automobile Dealerships

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to develop a 180 day moratorium
on auto dealerships within the City. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward
therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the ordinance
upon its second and final reading.

 
Motion made by Jeff Starkey and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

c Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2019-2162: Amendments for Docks on City-Owned Property

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that this relates to most of the properties south of Massachusetts Avenue
along Grand Blvd. She stated the purpose of this agenda item was to allow for the installation of small
waterfront floating docks. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore
Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the ordinance upon its
second and final reading.

 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

12 Business Items

a Consideration of Appointments to Intergovernmental Committees

Mayor Marlowe stated that these committees are typically the ones that each of the Council members
serve on individually. The current appointments are as follows:

Pasco County Metropolitan Planning Organization - Councilman Starkey with Councilman
Davis as alternate

Pasco County Tourist Development Council - Councilman Davis

Suncoast League of Cities - Councilman Murphy

Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council - Councilman Altman



Tampa Bay Water - Mayor Marlowe

Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned
the floor to Council.  Motion was made to retain the current appointments. 

 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Jeff Starkey.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

b Board Appointments: Historic Preservation Board

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to reconstitute the Historic Preservation Board and appoint new members.The Planning and
Development Department contacted all the previous members and the following asked to be
reappointed to the Board: John R. Grey, Joy P. Hetz, Bob Langford and Kelly Smallwood. In addition,
new applications were received from William C. Maytum and Frank Starkey. All appointment term
shall be staggered with the existing members receiving three year appointments and the new members
receiving two year appointments. There are still three current openings available on this Board. Upon
opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the
floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented. 

 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

c Request to Purchase Four X Series Zoll Defibrillators

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to authorize the purchase of four X Series Zoll Defibrillators. The current M models have met
their expected life expectancy. The total cost for this item is $127,990.92 to be billed by Zoll at a cost
of $31,997.73 each year starting in FY18-19 and ending in FY21-22. This amount includes a trade-in
value of $2,668.00 each totaling $10,672.00 for the four defibrillators being replaced. Chief Fitch
stated that Zoll will be giving all four defibrillators up front and then bill one a year. Upon opening the
floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to
Council.  Deputy Mayor Starkey asked if anything can be done with the old ones and Chief Fitch stated
they are being traded in on the new models. Motion was made to approve the item as presented. 

 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Jeff Starkey.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

d 2019 Orangewood Lakes Pump Station and Force Main Project Task Order No. 19 Engineering
Services – Consideration for Approval

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve Task Order No. 19 from McKim & Creed Engineering Consultants, Inc. in an amount
not to exceed $192,700 for engineering services for the 2019 Orangewood Lakes Pump Station and
Force Main Project. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore
Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.  Motion was made to approve the item as presented. 

 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

e ITB19-008 Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) Biosolids Hauling and Disposal Services Bid
Award

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to award the  bid for the WWTP biosolids hauling and disposal services to Merrell Bros. Inc. at a
cost of $57.91 per ton. Merrell Bros. has provided the hauling services for the City for over ten years.



Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned
the floor to Council.  Motion was made to approve the item as presented. 

 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

f KIA Fest Main Street Blast Alcoholic Beverage Special Event

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve an ABSEP for the upcoming KIAFest Main Street Blast. Organizers wish to sell beer
and wine on  Friday, June 28th from 5-11PM and on Saturday, June 29th from Noon-11PM. Upon
opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the
floor to Council. Councilman Altman stated a topic for discussion in the future may be events ending
sooner so that people move from the event into the downtown. Councilman Davis stated he was happy
that they have the support from Friendly KIA for the event. Deputy Mayor Starkey congratulated Ms.
Misemer on her position. Mayor Marlowe stated he is excited to see what they are going to do and that
it is going to be a great event. Motion was made to approve the item as presented. 

 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

g Resolution No. 2019-08: 2019 CRA Plan Update and Sunset Provision Extension

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed resolution by title only. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.  Motion was
made to approve the item as presented. 

 
Motion made by Jeff Starkey and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Starkey   

h Three Minute Report: Human Resources

13 Communications

Mayor Marlowe stated that on May 1st he is going to TBRPC for a workshop on resiliency. The City
joined on with the resiliency last year. They will report back after the event.
 
Deputy Mayor Starkey thanked the citizens for re-electing him. He stated we are on a very positive
path right now. He stated that speeding on the river gets worse when storms are rolling in. He stated he
would like to see the boat on the water more. Chief Bogart stated that officers need to be certified to
be on the boat. Deputy Mayor Starkey asked to look into certifying more officers. Chief Bogart stated
that they are but classes are few and far in between. Chief Bogart stated that he would look into more
patrols. City Manager Manns stated that we will work on a program to be out on the river more.
Patrols were out there over Spring Break and also last weekend. Deputy Mayor Starkey reminded
everyone about Seafest this weekend and a craft beer event at Ordinance One this weekend.
 
Councilman Davis stated that someone suggested having a contest to design a city flag.
 
Councilman Altman stated his request continues to be that at Vox Pop it is fine to ask a question or two
is alright but once opinions get expressed he feels uncomfortable. When everyone is done speaking he
would like to see an agenda item to allow them to respond. Deputy Mayor Starkey stated that
sometimes people voice their concerns and then the meetings run late and if we wait until the end of
the meeting to address their concerns they may have already left. He stated it was the Mayor's idea
about two and a half years ago to address the concerns at Vox Pop. City Attorney Driscoll stated it was
up to Council on how they wanted to respond. Councilman Altman stated he was fine with having
Communications right after Vox Pop. Councilman Davis stated that sometimes we direct concerns to a



certain person. He does not see how we are affecting Robert's Rules. He stated right now he doesn't
see why we can't have a discussion for a minute or two. Councilman Altman stated that what he would
prefer to have the Mayor speak to us instead of individual Council members addressing staff.
Councilman Davis stated some people leave before the end of Vox Pop and he would like to continue
to address comments during Vox Pop. Mayor Marlowe stated there is a fine line where we want to have
interaction when someone brings something up but at the same time there is a line we cannot cross
where we make a formal motion to do something. Staff is asked to look at something and then bring
back as an agenda item.  Councilman Altman stated it is a simple matter to express how Vox Pop works
and suggested that the Mayor encourage people to stay to the end of Vox Pop for discussion. He stated
we are one voice. Councilman Davis stated he was fine with the way things are now. Councilman
Murphy stated he would like to address concerns while the person is there at Vox Pop. Councilman
Altman asked if there was a timeframe in mind for the Chasco work session and City Manager Manns
stated no date was scheduled yet but she would reach out to them as their final reports are now
complete.

Councilman Murphy stated that on Friday Bay News 9 did an article about the Hacienda and Mr.
Iezzoni was interviewed. Mayor Marlowe stated there was a link on Facebook.

14 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m.

 (signed) ______________________________________
 Judy Meyers, CMC, City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________
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