
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

March 3, 2020
5:00 PM

 

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1 Call to Order - Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Rob Marlowe at 5:00 p.m. Those in attendance were,
Deputy Mayor Jeff Starkey, Councilman Chopper Davis, Councilman Peter Altman and
Councilman Matt Murphy. Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie Manns, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Economic Development Director Charles Rudd, Public Works Director Robert
Rivera, Development Director Earl Hahn, Technology Solutions Director Bryan Weed and
Assistant Parks and Recreation Director Chris Bornfleth.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

2 Discussion on Natural History Museum - Page 2

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda
item was to discuss a proposal regarding establishing a Natural History Museum within the city.
City Manager Manns then highlighted topics for discussion including public support, funding for
operation, preservation and collection management, space analysis, organizational model, staff
and volunteers.  She then introduced Rich Melton and Charles Zidar who then made a
presentation to Council. Mr. Zidar began his presentation by giving an overview of the Musseum
of Archeology, Paleontology & Science (MAPS.) Mr. Zidar stated the museum will tie into
existing curriculum with the STEM program. Mr. Zidar then highlighted different aspects of the
project including an indoor dig pit, Maya village/garden, public viewing prep laboratory and a
focus on global antiquities and Florida fossils. Mr. Zidar stated there is also a mobile exhibit
proposed that would go to schools. The program could be expanded to the Grey Preserve. He
then highlighted the different museum programs and exhibits that are being developed. Mr. Zidar
then highlighted national and state statistics regarding museums and the affect they have on the
communities they are located in. Deputy Mayor Starkey began the discussion by asking about a
business plan. Deputy Mayor Starkey stated that the City does not own the Health Building
where the museum is being proposed. He stated there was no projected costs discussed in the
presentation. Mr. Zidar stated he could provide financials. Mr. Zidar stated the River Road
Church could be used as a starting point. Councilman Altman stated that funds could be available



in tourist tax dollars. He stated that West Pasco residents deserve a share of the funds that have
been collected over the last thirty-five years. A show of community support is important. Mayor
Marlowe stated it was his understanding that potentially the church on South River may be part
of the redevelopment of Keiser. City Manager Manns stated a development proposal should be
submitted within the next six months. He asked if there was a timeframe on the Health
Department moving out of the building City Manager Manns stated her last conversation with
the County Administrator stated it would be about a year and a half. Councilman Davis stated the
Tourism Board is becoming more of a County entity than to help cities. He stated that this is a
team effort between the State, County and City. He suggested trying to get matching funds.
Councilman Murphy stated a partnership is the best route. He stated it will be a longer process
and not something short term. Deputy Mayor Starkey suggested this could be a legislative
priority for the next session. He stated perhaps we could sit down with the Tourism Board,
County Commission and State Legislators to gauge their interest in the project. Councilman
Altman stated now is the time to have the conversation and get public support. Mayor Marlowe
stated if we had a temporary warehouse it would lock in for us. Mr. Melton stated that having a
place to show some of the artifacts now to generate income while planning for a bigger building
sounds like a good idea. Deputy Mayor Starkey stated he could reach out to members of the
School Board regarding Schwettman and their plans to vacate the building. Mayor Marlowe then
opened the floor for public comment. Bill Phillips came forward to suggest passing a resolution
so they could use it as a tool moving forward. He stated he was disappointed that there was no
discussion on any temporary locations. It was the consensus of City Council that the next steps
would include a resolution and an inventory of places within the city that the exhibits could be
stored.

3 Communications

None.

4 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 6:07
p.m.

Approved:  (date)  (signed)
Initialed:  Judy Meyers, CMC, City Clerk
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