
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

January 19, 2021
7:00 PM

 

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Rob Marlowe at 7:00 p.m. Those in attendance were
Deputy Mayor Chopper Davis, Councilman Peter Altman, Councilman Matt Murphy and Councilman
Mike Peters. 
 
Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie L. Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Assistant City Manager Rodd Hale, Finance Director Crystal Feast, Fire Chief Chris
Fitch, Economic Development Director Charles Rudd, Public Works Director Robert Rivera, Library
Director Andi Figart, Parks and Recreation Director Kevin Adams, Technology Solutions Director
Bryan Weed and Human Resources Manager Bernie Wharran and Deputy Police Chief Lauren
Letona.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of January 5, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

5 Presentation - Police Pension Board Annual Report

Police Pension Board Trustee, Bill Phillips, presented the annual report to Council.

6 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda

Mayor Marlowe opened the floor for public comment. Marlowe Jones, Pine Hill Rd., NPR came
forward to speak about former Officers Valente and Oliver. With no one else coming forward for
public comment, Mayor Marlowe closed Vox Pop.



7 Consent Agenda

 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

a Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval

b Firefighters' Pension Board Annual Report

c Consideration of Amendment to the FY21 Adopted Budget

8 Public Reading of Ordinances

a First Reading, Ordinance No. 2021-2221: Vacation of Right-of-Way for Tasmin Lane

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a first reading of an
ordinance to vacate a fifteen foot public right-of-way for Tasmin Lane. In 2000, the previous owner of
6049 Oleander Avenue obtained a right-of-way permit from the City to build a driveway in the ROW.
The driveway was installed. The current owner, Mrs. Colligan, purchased the property in 2010. The
adjacent property that also abuts Tasmin Lane is owned by Mr. Donald Burdick. He has obtained a
permit to construct a single family house utilizing Tasmin Lane as access to his driveway. Mr.
Burdick’s home is currently under construction. Ms. Colligan does not desire to share a driveway with
Mr. Burdick and is requesting a vacation of Tasmin Lane. Mr. Burdick has expressed opposition to the
vacation due to a negative impact on access to his new home. On December 3, 2020, the Development
Review Committee reviewed the case and found there was no public benefit in vacating the ROW and
recommended denial of the request. On December 17, 2020, the Land Development Review Board
reviewed the issue and found there was no public benefit in vacating the ROW and recommended
denial of the request as well. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward
therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Councilman Peters stated he attended the
LDRB meeting and he agrees with their decision after listening to the applicant. Motion was made to
deny the ordinance upon its first reading.
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

b First Reading, Ordinance No. 2021-2222: Small Scale Future Land Use Amendment for 6120
Congress Street

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a first reading of an
ordinance for a Small Scale Future Land Use Amendment to amend the Future Land Use Map
category from Low Medium Density Residential-10 (LMDR-10) to High Density Residential-30
(HDR-30) for property located at 6120 Congress Street. The subject property has a currently adopted
future land use designation of LMDR-10, which permits 10 dwelling units per acre with a residential
equivalent of 2 beds per residential density per acre. The subject property is 1.97 acres which equates
to 39 beds allowed for this property. The ALF has a legal non-conforming status with 126 beds. She
stated there is quite a history with this property dating back to 1985. The building was built before the
Comp Plan which is why there is a non-conforming zoning status. She stated this request is not
consistent with any of the City's requirements. City Manager Manns then introduced Brad Cornelius
who then made a presentation to Council. Mr. Cornelius stated there is a disconnect between the
zoning and future land use. Mr. Cornelius then highlighted the properties around the subject property
and the current zoning of each. If approved, the number of beds would be increased from 126 to a
maximum of 177. Mr. Cornelius stated there have been many inquiries over the years on this property.
Mr. Cornelius stated they are vested for the 126 beds that are already there. Mr. Cornelius stated the
zoning has to be consistent with land use and not the opposite. If there are conflicts, the Comp Plan
always prevails. He stated the focus of density should be in the core of the city. The subject is not in



the downtown core. The DRC reviewed the request and recommended denial. The LDRB reviewed the
matter and initially recommended denial but that motion failed. There was a second motion in favor of
recommendation and that motion passed. The support was based on the project that was there today.
Upon opening the floor to public comment, Brian Aungst came forward on behalf of Grand Villa to
make a presentation to Council. Mr. Aungst began his presentation by giving a history of the project.
He then read a previous correspondence to Chris Mettler. He stated parking constraints would limit
the number of beds to 150. There are only two residents who have vehicles on the property. Mr. Aungst
then highlighted the FLU element. He stated any changes would have to come back for site plan
approval. He stated they are only using the space that is there. Robert Pergolizzi came forward and
also gave an overview of the property. He stated they are trying to get rid of the inconsistencies. Mr.
Pergolizzi also highlighted the FLU policy. He stated Grand Villa is in a mixed use area. He stated
there are some policies that they are consistent with. John Moshno came forward to thank the Council
for listening to their request. He stated there are currently 90 employees and a payroll of $2.2m. He
stated they are a significant employer within the city limits. They have put $4m into the property. Bill
Phillips, 5500 Riva del Place, NPR came forward to urge Council to look at the economic impact. He
stated if there are 40 more people and 10 more employees those people will spend money and this will
create a net benefit to the City. He recommended Council approve the project. With no one else
coming forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.  Motion was made to approve the
ordinance upon its first reading.
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

c First Reading, Ordinance No. 2021-2219: Amendments to Chpt. 3 RE: Alcohol Sales Hours on
Sundays

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a first reading of an
ordinance to amend the hours for the sale of alcohol on Sundays. At their regularly scheduled meeting
in December, the Pasco County Board of County Commissioners adopted an ordinance to amend the
hours for the sale of alcohol on Sundays. As you are aware, the current law was that sales were not
allowed before 11:00 a.m. on Sundays. The newly adopted ordinance by the BOCC allows for alcohol
sales to begin at 8:00 a.m. The City Attorney has drafted the attached ordinance when amends the
City's Code of Ordinances to reflect the change from 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. in order to be consistent
with the County's ordinance. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward
therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the ordinance
upon its first reading.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

d First Reading, Ordinance No. 2021-2220: Amendments to Chpt. 2 LDC RE: Restricted Personal
Service Uses

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Deputy
Mayor Davis asked what was being changed. City Manager Manns replied that this ordinance amends
the definition of Restricted Personal Service Uses to add smoke shops, cannabidiol vendors and
nicotine dispensing device businesses. Current restricted personal services include blood plasma
centers, body piercing establishments, check cashing stores, instant loan stores, day labor
establishments, pawn shops and tattoo parlors. The Land Development Code does not limit the
separation of cannabidiol businesses, smoke shops and nicotine dispensing device businesses. By
limiting the concentration of these businesses it will reduce the blight and attractiveness to
minors. Councilman Altman stated we should look at the items on the list from time to time to see if
they should remain on the list. Motion was made to approve the ordinance upon its first reading.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   



9 Business Items

a Cottages at Oyster Bayou Final Plat Approval

City Manager Manns introduced Brad Cornelius who then presented the item to Council. He stated
that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve the final plat presented by Oyster Bayou
Management, LLC for the Cottages at Oyster Bayou pursuant the Chapter 177, Florida Statutes, and
Chapter 9 of the City’s Land Development Code. On March 19, 2019, City Council approved
Ordinance No. 2019-2152 that approved the Planned Development District for the development of a
66 unit subdivision, Oyster Bayou, on the north side of Green Key Road between Manor Beach Road
and Heavens Way. Initially, the Developer elected to proceed with the project on a build-plat process.
The build-plat process is the subdivision process where the Developer must complete the construction
of all site infrastructure prior to the approval of the final plat for the subdivision. On May 30, 2019,
the Developer received the permit to commence site construction under the build-plat process. The
subject property is currently under site construction, but it is not complete. The Developer approached
the City to change from the build-plat process to the plat-build process. The plat-build process is the
subdivision process where the Developer must provide the City with a financial guarantee to cover
110% of the cost of the completion of the subdivision infrastructure. With the financial guarantee, the
City may then approve the final plat. Approval of the final plat allows the Developer to sell the
lots. The Developer provided an engineer’s estimate of the cost of completion of the subdivision
infrastructure. There is a small roadway piece on Heaven's Way which provides access to
unincorporated areas. That portion is maintained by the County. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was
made to approve the final plat with the condition that the surveyor works with the developer to correct
the outstanding items.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

b Board Re-Appointment: David Schrader, Parks and Recreation Advisory Board

Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned
the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

c Board Appointment: David Dorsey, Police Pension Board

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the appointment of David Dorsey to the Police Pension Board. David Dorsey has been
a valued member of our community for many years. City Manager Manns stated that when an opening
occurred on the City's Police Pension Board, Mr. Dorsey was the first person she thought of to fill
the vacant position as he currently serves in the same City-appointed trustee position on the
Firefighters' Pension Board. If approved, Mr. Dorsey's term will be for four years and will be up for
renewal on January 19, 2024. With Mr. Dorsey's appointment, that leaves one City-appointed trustee
position to be filled for this board. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward
therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as
presented.  
 
 
**Per the Police Pension Board's Rules & Regulations provided by their attorney, Mr. Dorsey is
filling a term which expires on November 10, 2023.**
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

d Professional Service Agreement RE: City Engineering Services for 2021



City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Ayres Associates to provide
professional engineering services for the City. Ayres Associates has provided engineering services to
the City since 2016. Services provided include consulting, studies and reports, project design, general
services during construction, inspection and supplementary services and special projects. The
agreement is in an amount not to exceed $40k. The proposed contract will be in effect from January 1,
2021 to December 31, 2021. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward
therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as
presented.  
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

e 2020 Grand Blvd. Drainage Improvements - Project Close Out

City Manager Manns introduced Public Works Director Robert Rivera who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve the change order in the amount
not to exceed $10,450 and the final pay request in the amount not to exceed $179,732.50 to Southern
Road and Bridge, Inc. for the completion of the Grand Blvd. Drainage Improvements Project. The
scope of work for this project included the removal of the existing 18" RCP and replaced it with
36"x60" ERCP. Funds for this project are allocated in the Miscellaneous Stormwater Funds. Upon
opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the
floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

f Increase in Capitalization Threshold of Assets

City Manager Manns introduced Finance Director Crystal Feast who then presented the item to
Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve the request to increase the
City's capitalization threshold of capital assets, from $1,500 to $5,000, as now required by the
Department of Financial Services, Rule 69I-73. The City’s current policy on capitalizing property
(capital assets) is $1,500 and a projected useful life of 1 year or more. This change in capitalization
threshold does not change the City’s purchasing and procurement policies. Upon opening the floor to
public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.
Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

10 Communications

Councilman Murphy asked for an update on the Grand Blvd. Bridge and City Manager Manns stated
the County has committed to a multi-year payment plan to raise the bridge a total of five feet.
Councilman Altman stated that he has made an appointment with Chairman Oakley and if there are any
issues the rest of Council would like to be discussed to let him know. He stated he could discuss the
bank building and parking lot downtown as well as annexation. Deputy Mayor Davis asked Councilman
Altman if he represents the City on the FRA Board and Councilman Altman stated he was asked to
serve and it is not an appointed position. Councilman Peters reminded everyone that it is time to
register their golf carts. He stated there are still some openings on some boards and committees.

11 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m.

                                                                                    (signed) ______________________________________



                                                                                                  Judy Meyers, CMC, City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________
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