
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

February 16, 2021
7:00 PM

 

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Rob Marlowe at 7:00 p.m. Those in attendance were
Deputy Mayor Chopper Davis, Councilman Peter Altman and Councilman Mike Peters. Councilman
Matt Murphy participated via electronically.
 
Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie L. Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Assistant City Manager Rodd Hale, Police Chief Kim Bogart, Finance Director
Crystal Feast, Fire Chief Chris Fitch, Economic Development Director Charles Rudd, Public Works
Director Robert Rivera, Library Director Andi Figart, Parks and Recreation Director Kevin Adams,
Technology Solutions Director Bryan Weed and Human Resources Manager Bernie Wharran.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of January 26, 2021 Work Session Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

5 Approval of February 2, 2021 Work Session, Special Meeting and Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

6 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda

Mayor Marlowe opened the floor for public comment. 
 



Christina Boneta, 9154 Barrington Lane, Port Richey came forward to speak about racial injustice
and a lack of trust in the police.
 
Rachel Hagenbaugh, 6026 Tennessee Ave., New Port Richey came forward to speak about remarks on
her campaign.
 
Chenikki Whitting, 5755 Indiana Ave., New Port Richey came forward to speak about racism in the
city and wanting to make the community better.
 
Kimberly Cox, 6609 Rainbow Spring Lane, New Port Richey came forward to speak about NPR
police officers.
 
Aaron Jackson, 7316 Robstown, Port Richey came forward to speak about an investigation involving
his son.
 
Salvatore Stazzone, 4933 Elkner St., New Port Richey came forward to speak about to speak about
the BLM website.
 
George Romagnoli, 6325 Florida Ave., New Port Richey came forward to voice his support for a one
trash hauler system.
 
David Hall, 5333 Cotee River Drive, New Port Richey came forward to speak about BLM.
 
Tammy Deloy, 6027 Illinois Ave., New Port Richey came forward to speak about BLM.
 
Mike Hannigan, 6046 3rd Ave., New Port Richey came forward to speak about accountability.
 
James Washington, 7940 Augusta Blvd., Hudson came forward to speak about working with
community leaders.
 
Kateland Erickson, 3153 Jarvis St., Holiday came forward to speak about harassment. 
 
Maya King, 5416 Jobeth Drive, New Port Richey came forward to speak about Jonathan Richards.
 
Marlow Jones, 6141 Pine Hill Rd., Port Richey came forward to speak about Jonathan Richards and
respect.
 
Dale Thien 5942 Illinois Ave., New Port Richey came forward to speak about the yard debris program.
 
Stephanie Ramirez, 6149 11th Ave., New Port Richey came forward to speak about solving issues
instead of defunding. 
 
Simone Barry, 6201 Main Street, New Port Richey came forward to speak about racism.
 
With no one else coming forward for public comment, Mayor Marlowe closed Vox Pop.

7 Consent Agenda

Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Peters   Absent: Murphy

a Consideration of Amendment to the FY21 Adopted Budget

b Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval

8 Public Reading of Ordinances



a Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2021-2224: Amendments to Chpt. 12 LDC RE: Front Yard Fences

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a second and final reading
of an ordinance to establish standards for front yard fences for residentially zoned properties, modify
standards for all other districts, and eliminate conflicts and duplication. A moratorium was put in place
in August of 2020 in order to allow staff to research and develop new standards related to fencing in
the city. There was one change made since first reading and that was the distance from waterfront of
forty feet.
 
Upon opening the floor to public comment,  John Kane, 6041 Florida Ave., New Port Richey came
forward to speak about the height of a fence facing the house. City Manager Manns stated the
maximum height of the fence cannot exceed six feet. City Attorney Driscoll stated if it is along the
roadway the height is four feet.
 
George Romagnoli, 6325 Florida Ave., New Port Richey came forward to ask for clarification on the
color of the fence. He asked if all fences are required to be colored. He suggested adding language to
the ordinance to allow for natural wood.
 
Wendy Brenner, 7224 Grand Blvd., New Port Richey came forward to ask about corner lots on the
water with swimming pools and the four foot limit.
 
Linda Connolly, 5746 Wyoming Ave., New Port Richey came forward to speak about privacy around
pools.
 
With no one else coming forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
table the ordinance to allow staff to clarify some issues raised in the proposed ordinance.

b Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2021-2216: Outdoor Display Ordinance (Downtown Zoning
District)

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced
the item to Council. She stated the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a second and final
reading of an ordinance to establish standards for the outdoor display of merchandise in the Downtown
zoning district. The changes from first reading include eliminating the three foot requirement to the
end of the building, changing per business, removing insects and allowing outdoor sales. Upon opening
the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to
Council. Motion was made to approve the ordinance upon its second and final reading.
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

c Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2021-2225: Amendments to Chpt. 2 LDC RE: Cosmetic Tattooing

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced
the item to Council. She stated the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a second and final
reading of an ordinance which amends Chpt. 2 of the Land Development Code pertaining to
definitions of "Personal Service," "Beauty Shop," and "Cosmetic Tattooing." Upon opening the floor to
public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.
Motion was made to approve the ordinance upon its second and final reading.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

9 Business Items

a Agreement w/Pasco County RE: Jointly Owned Property on Cross Bayou



City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that Pasco County has indicated an
interest in a 10.75 acre parcel of property that is located on the southeast section of the Wastewater
Treatment Plant. The property is currently vacant and there are no future plans for its use. The
purchase price is $818,289.64 based on the pro rata share. Pasco County will be responsible for the
purchase of title insurance and closing costs. Pasco County has requested a Warranty Deed in lieu of
Quit Claim Deed. Pasco County will use the property to construct a new fire station.
 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, John Kane, 6041 Florida Ave., New Port Richey came
forward to ask if the County will still use Cross Bayou or will now use Sea Forest. City Manager
Manns stated it is a large parcel but contains a lot of wetland. With no one else coming forward Mayor
Marlowe returned the floor to Council. 
 
Deputy Mayor Davis stated he would like to have this tied to the exchange of property of the health
department and ball fields. Councilman Altman stated Chairman Oakley will be in town the afternoon
of February 25th and he will show him the plans for the parking lot. He stated this is our opportunity
to show good faith. City Manager Manns stated she agreed this is an opportunity to show good faith.
 She did affirm to the County our interest in the exchange. Councilman Peters asked what prompted
the Chairman's visit and Councilman Altman stated it was at his invitation. Mayor Marlowe suggested
taking the Chairman through Leisure Lane and Van Doren.
 
 
Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

b Yard Debris Grinding Services - RFP21-004 Award

City Manager Manns introduced presented the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this
agenda item was to approve the low bid by Central Florida Mulch & Soil LLC for yard debris grinding
services in amount not to exceed $575.00 per hour. Mr. Rivera stated that the grinding process occurs
about every six months depending on collection frequency, amount collected, and storage site
capacity. This will also allow for grinding in case of a disaster. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was
made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

c 2021 Grand Blvd. Multi-Use Path (MUP) Project Phase 1 - Engineering Services

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to review and consider for approval Task Order No. 21-01 from Wannemacher Jensen Architects,
Inc., for architectural and engineering services in the amount not to exceed $90,800 for the proposed
2021 Grand Blvd. (MUP) Project preliminary design. Mr. Rivera stated this task order is to identify
the following items:

1. Existing site conditions
2. Verify right of way limits and topography
3. Develop concept plans
4. Identify construction costs
 
Once all phases are completed, the Grand Blvd. (MUP) will connect with the City’s existing path to
the south at Marine Pkwy and Grand Blvd. and to the north at Madison St. Upon opening the floor to
public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.
Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:



Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

d 2021 Railroad Square Improvements - Engineering Services

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to review and consider for approval Task Order No. 21-02 from Wannemacher Jensen Architects,
Inc., for engineering services in the amount not to exceed $63,985.00 for design, bid, and
construction services for the proposed 2021 Railroad Square Improvements Project. Mr. Rivera
stated that on November 5, 2019 at a City Council work session a discussion was held between City
Council, staff, and the consultant to further advance proposed improvement elements to the area of
Railroad Square along Nebraska Avenue east of Grand Boulevard.
 
These improvement elements included:
1. The conversion of overhead service lines to underground.
2. Hardscape improvements such as stamped pavement, seating areas, planters, and shade structures.
3. Landscaping.
4. Overhead Café style lighting.
 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, Wendy Brenner, 7224 Grand Blvd., New Port Richey
came forward to ask if any other utility lines in the city will be placed underground. Mr. Rivera stated
we are where we can. She stated that Railroad Square has been redone several times. With no one else
coming forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Mayor Marlowe stated he supports
underground utility lines as he was without power for a week during the last hurricane. Deputy Mayor
Davis asked about the stage. Motion was made to send this item to the CRA for approval. 
 
 
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

e Quarterly Cash & Investment Performance Report

City Manager Manns introduced Finance Director Crystal Feast who then presented the item to
Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to review and approve the Quarterly Cash
& Investment Report, as of December 31, 2020. Income earned for the quarter was only $9,919 due
to economic conditions. The change in the quarter in the amount of $16,562,538 was due to bond
proceeds.  

f Three Minute Report: Fire Department

10 Communications

Councilman Peters spoke regarding the cyber breach in Oldsmar. He has spoken with staff and
reassured residents our system is safe.  He stated Chasco is having a car show on May 29th. Deputy
Mayor Davis asked about the bicycle rack recommendation by Cultural Affairs and the placement on
Main Street. Councilman Altman stated it is very disappointing to have our city becoming the place
for national problems. He would be open to a work session if everyone can act civilly. He stated Vox
Pop used to be for the good of the city. He spoke about some time he spent in Martin County and
showed a picture of their courtesy shuttle. He stated that Martin County had a six hour meeting
regarding mask mandates. He stated we still have an enforcement requirement. Councilman Altman
showed a picture of a Native American Pow Wow in Brooksville. He would like to have a discussion
about having an outdoor event here. He stated all the schools in Martin County are "A" schools. Our
school grades are in the "D" zone. If we can't raise the education level we will not be able to attract
families. Mayor Marlowe stated he has had issues with garbage pillaging at his office. He asked if
there was a timeframe on finishing up the sidewalk decoration on Bank Street and Mr. Rivera stated
the signs should be done by the middle of March. He agreed with Councilman Altman's comments
about the lack of civility.

11 Adjournment



There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 9:29 p.m.

                                                                                    (signed) ______________________________________
                                                                                                  Judy Meyers, CMC, City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________
















































	Meeting Minutes

