
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

November 16, 2021
7:00 PM

 

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Rob Marlowe at 7:00 p.m. Those in attendance were Deputy
Mayor Chopper Davis, Councilman Peter Altman, Councilman Matt Murphy and Councilman Mike
Peters. 
 
Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie L. Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Finance Director Crystal Feast, Fire Chief Chris Fitch, Public Works Director Robert
Rivera, Library Director Andi Figart, Parks and Recreation Director Kevin Adams, Technology
Solutions Director Bryan Weed, Economic Development Director Chuck Valdez and Lt. Joe Pascalli.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of November 2, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

5 Swearing In of New Firefighters - Autumn Kelso and Zackary Detty

6 Proclamation - African American Club of Pasco's 30th Anniversary

Ephraim Livingston accepted the parchment from Mayor Marlowe.

7 Proclamation - Small Business Saturday

Melissa Smith accepted the parchment from Mayor Marlowe.

8 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda

Before Mayor Marlowe opened the floor for public comment, he read a walk-on proclamation declaring



November 20, 2021 as Gold Star Family Day by title only. Mayor Marlowe then opened the floor for
public comment. No one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe closed Vox Pop.

9 Consent Agenda

Councilman Altman requested the budget amendment to be pulled. He stated he would have preferred to
see it as a regular agenda item. He stated we are using $172k from the General Fund reserves and
contingency fund. Funds were moved from other accounts first before using the reserves and
contingency. Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Other.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

a Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval

b Consideration of Year-End Amendments to the FY2020-2021 Adopted Budget

10 Public Reading of Ordinances

a Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2021-2245: Conditional Use for 6218 US Highway 19 RE: Hotel

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only.  Upon opening the floor to public
comment,  Paul and Eric Simone came forward to thank the City Manager for her work on this project.
Opening for the hotel is slated for March 2023. With no one else coming forward Mayor Marlowe
returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the ordinance upon its second and final
reading.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

b Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2021-2246: Amendments to Police Pension Ordinance

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a second and final
reading of an ordinance related to the City of New Port Richey Police Officer’s Retirement System
pertaining to Chapter 17, Article IV, Sections 17-51, Definitions 17-53, Board of Trustees and 17-56,
Benefit Amounts and Eligibility, 17-57, Pre-Retirement Death, 17-60, Optional Forms of Benefits, 17-
65.1, Minimum Distribution of Benefits. The actuary stated there is no cost associated with this item. 
 
She stated the Board of Trustees of the New Port Richey Police Officer’s Retirement System has
recommended three changes to the Police Officer’s Retirement System and they are as follows:
 

1.  Section 17-51, Definitions, is being amended to reflect that retirement commences at the
time of entering the Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP).  Therefore, at the time of entry
into the program a DROP member is considered to be a Retiree for all purposes of the plan.
 
2.  Section 17-53, Board of Trustees, is being amended to reflect that DROP participants may be
elected to serve as a member trustee on the Board, but may not vote for elected trustees, as a
DROP participant is not an active Member of the Plan, but rather a retiree.  The State Division of
Retirement considers DROP participants retirees and therefore may not vote as a member in a
member trustee election.
 
3.  Section 17-56, Benefit Amounts and Eligibility, Section 17-57, Pre-Retirement Death,
Section 17-60, Optional Forms of Benefits and Section 17-65.1, Minimum Distribution of
Benefits are all being amended to provide for recent changes to the Internal Revenue Code that
change the required distribution age from 70 ½ to 72.

 
 
There is no cost associated with this item. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came
forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the



ordinance upon its second and final reading.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

11 Business Items

a Request to Approve Florida Resiliency Coastline Grant Program Match

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was
to approve a request to provide a commitment to a financial match in the amount of $800,000 in respect
to the City’s application to the Florida Resiliency Coastline Grant Program for stormwater
improvements in the downtown area. The application calls for the redevelopment of two fully paved
parcels of property and they are the SunTrust and River Road Church properties. It then call for the
establishment of a Floodable detention area capable of draining prior to a storm event to hold flood
capacity through use of flood gates and outfall structures. The detention pond also allows for treatment
of captured stormwater through various best management practices prior to discharge into the
Pithlaschascotee River.  The total cost of the proposed project is $1,600,000 and if awarded the project
would be administered over three fiscal years. 
 
 Upon opening the floor to public comment, Dan Holbeck, 5614 Red Snapper Ct., came forward to ask
what specific properties this was for. City Manager Manns stated the map was in the agenda packet. City
Manager Manns stated the basin that will be created will be over an acre in size. With no one else
coming forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Deputy Mayor Davis stated there is a
water basin and asked if this will be anywhere near that. Mr. Heath stated that was not intended to be part
of this project. Mr. Heath stated currently all water just flows into the river. Councilman Murphy asked
how redevelopment of that area will be impacted in the future. City Manager Manns stated we have had
discussions on future uses for the SunTrust property. Councilman Altman stated we have 20+ acres and
when someone wants to build something there they will have to incorporate retention. The pond will
support the drainage for the area. Mr. Heath stated this project would be similar to the Orange Lake
project where the storm gates could be lowered during an event. Councilman Altman stated this is an
idea he has been promoting as a member of the Resiliency Committee. He stated Main Street is an east-
west evacuation route. He stated this is a strong application and a great way to entice business into the
city. Deputy Mayor Davis stated we are fixing a problem before it is a problem. Councilman Murphy
asked if we said yes to this how soon would it be built and City Manager Manns stated it would be
several years before a project would be completed. Councilman Murphy asked if changes could be made
and City Manager Manns stated we could always not accept the grant if it was awarded. Councilman
Peters asked if we are in a timeframe that we can make this work. Ms. Gaydos stated there might be an
opportunity to ask FDEP for flexibility. Mayor Marlowe stated the idea of having stormwater retention
in that area is good. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

b Appeal of Order to Demolish RE: 6812 Garden Drive, Ronald Howarth

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item is
to hear the applicant's appeal from an Order to Demolish of a mobile home structure located at 6812
Garden Drive. The property lies in a special flood hazard area. On August 19, 2021 the City's Building
Official determined that the structure met the criteria for demolition per the City's Code of
Ordinances. The Order to Demolish was issued based on the existence of the following four criteria:
 

Section 6-185(2) – The structure is so unsanitary or so utterly fails to provide the
amenities essential to decent living that it is manifestly unfit for human habitation, or is
likely to cause sickness or disease, so as to work injury to the life, health or safety on the
general public or occupant.  “Amenities essential to decent living” include, but are not
limited to, the availability of potable water, at least one (1) working toilet, and protection
from exposure to the elements.
Section 6-185(3) - The structure, or a portion thereof, as a result of decay, deterioration,



or dilapidation is likely to fully or partially collapse.
Section 6-185(6) - There is a serious and substantial falling away, hanging loose, or
loosening of the siding, block, brick, or other building material creating a hazard for
occupants or the public.
Section 6-185(7) - The structural parts have become so dilapidated, decayed, or
deteriorated, or there is an unusual sagging or leaning out of plumb of the building or any
part thereof caused by deterioration or over-stressing of the structure of structural parts,
that the structure is manifestly unsafe.

 
City Manager Manns stated the petitioner must submit, along with the written petition for appeal, the
following documentation regarding the proposed reconstruction, repair or restoration:

a) list of proposed work to the structure;
b) estimated cost;
c) timetable for obtaining permits; and
d) timetable for completion of  the  work 

 
In the appeal application package, Mr. Howarth presented a list of items from Home Depot he wished to
purchase to make the improvements. City Manager Manns stated the calculation for substantial
improvement exceeded the refurbishment of the structure. She stated it is staff's recommendation to
deny the appeal and to move forward with the demolition. This is a quasi-judicial hearing and City
Council disclosed there were no ex-parte communications. Mayor Marlowe then invited Mr. Howarth
forward to present his case. Mr. Howarth began his presentation by showing a model of a pyramid
structure that is free standing. He stated he understands structure. He then displayed renderings of what
the structure could look like. Mr. Howarth then highlighted the appraisal he had completed on the
property. He has had an offer of $50k for the property. Councilman Murphy stated the calculation is
based on the value of the structure and not the property. He stated that electrical issues are not even
being addressed. Councilman Altman asked City Attorney Driscoll to clarify the procedures and City
Attorney Driscoll stated to give Mr. Howarth the opportunity to present his case and then ask questions.
He also stated that Council could ask questions as he goes along as well. Mr. Howarth stated the pictures
taken were after a tenant was evicted. Mr. Howarth stated the damage to the property is repairable. Mr.
Howarth stated that the demolition order was vague. Mr. Howarth then highlighted his exhibits. Mr. Lind
stated it is easier to work with $40k and not $5,600. Mr. Lind stated he noticed there were areas where
siding would need to come off. He stated there are things that need to be open and inspected. Deputy
Mayor Davis asked how long Mr. Howarth has owned the property and he stated seven years. City
Attorney Driscoll asked when the tenants moved out and Mr. Howarth stated it was about two months
ago. Councilman Peters stated insurance companies would not offer coverage based on the age. City
Attorney Driscoll stated none of the information was included in the application package. The appraiser
is not present to corroborate the information in the report. City Attorney Driscoll stated there is not an
actual plan for the rehabilitation of the structure. There are no engineering plans. He stated once the
Building Official goes in there you will see the repairs will be more extensive. City Attorney Driscoll
stated based on this record there is sufficient grounds to deny the appeal. 
 
 Motion was made Deputy Mayor Davis to deny the applicant's appeal as requested by staff and seconded
by Councilman Murphy.  Motion passed 5-0.
 
City Attorney Driscoll stated that an additional motion needed to be made which would require the
structure to be demolished within thirty days either by Mr. Howarth or by the City which would then put
a lien on the property for the demolition costs. Motion made by Councilman Peters and seconded by
Deputy Mayor Davis. Motion passed 5-0. 
 
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

c 2021/2022 Street Improvement Project Task Order No. 41994.003 - Engineering Services

City Manager Manns introduced Public Works Director Robert Rivera who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve Task Order No. 41994.003 from
the Halff Associates Inc. for engineering services in the amount not to exceed $153,850 for the



proposed 2021/2022 Street Improvement Project. The streets included in this task order have been
identified as paving cycle six and include:
 

1.       Illinois Ave. from Rio Dr. to Grand Blvd.
2.       Illinois Ave. from Monroe St. to Congress St.
3.       Georgia Ave. from Grand Blvd. to Monroe St.
4.       Tennessee Ave. from Van Buren St. to Harrison St.
5.       Alaska Ave. from Van Buren St. to Harrison St.
6.       Lafayette St. from Louisiana Ave. to Illinois Ave.
7.       Calhoun St. from Georgia Ave. to Tennessee Ave.
8.       Franklin St. from Louisiana Ave. to Illinois Ave.
9.       Adams St. from Tennessee Ave. to Illinois Ave.
10.    Jefferson St. from Louisiana Ave. to Illinois Ave.
11.    Monroe St. from Louisiana Ave. to Illinois Ave.
12.    Jackson St. from Louisiana Ave. to Illinois Ave.
13.    Van Buren St. from Louisiana Ave. to Illinois Ave.
14.    Harrison St. from Louisiana Ave. to Illinois Ave.
15.    Frances Ave. from Louisiana Ave. to dead-end.
16.    Maki Ct. from Illinois Ave. to South end.
17.    Kings Ct. from Harrison St. to Cul-de-sac.

 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned
the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

d Elevated Water Storage Tank Rehabilitation – Project Close Out

City Manager Manns  presented the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was
to approve a final pay request submitted by Razorback LLC., of Tarpon Springs, Florida in the amount
not to exceed $59,150 for the sandblasting, cleaning and painting of the City owned Elevated Water
Storage Tank. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor
Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

e Granular Activated Carbon Bulk Purchase

City Manager Manns introduced Public Works Director Robert Rivera who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve a proposal from Continental
Carbon Group Inc. in the amount not to exceed $28,980 for the purchase of bulk granular activated
carbon. Every five years staff removes and properly disposes the existing granular carbon. This removes
dangerous gas and keeps the odor down. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came
forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item
as presented.  
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

f Hydraulic Vehicle Lift System Purchase

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was
to approve a proposal from Stertil-Koni USA, Incorporated in the amount not to exceed $36,648 for the
purchase of a set of four 74k lb working capacity hydraulic vehicle lifts. This equipment will be used by
the Fleet Maintenance Division when performing maintenance or repairs to heavy equipment. Upon
opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor
to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
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Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman, 
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

2020 Jasmin Park Seawall Improvements Project Close Out

Mayor Marlowe stated he has contracted with a division of SC Signature Construction for roof work and 
would be abstaining from voting on this item. He then passed the gavel for this item to Deputy Mayor 
Davis. City Manager Manns introduced Public Works Director Robert Rivera who then presented the 
item to Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve a deductive change in the 
amount of $6,267.00 and the final pay request in the amount not to exceed $179,063.00 submitted by 
SC Signature Construction Corporation for the 2020 Jasmin Park Seawall Improvements Project 
completion. City Attorney Driscoll stated he advised the Mayor to abstain out of an abundance of 
caution even though it is a deductive change order. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one 
came forward therefore Deputy Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to 
approve the item as presented.  

Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes: Altman, 
Davis, Murphy, Peters  Abstain: Marlowe 

Recreation & Aquatics Center Annual Membership Drive

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was 
t o review and approve a discount of 20% off of annual memberships to the Recreation and Aquatic 
Center for its Annual Membership Drive. The membership drive would take place from December 13, 
2021-January 16, 2022 to encourage new membership purchases and for membership renewals. Upon 
opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor 
to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  

Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman, 
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

Approval of DEO Evaluation and Appraisal Notification Letter

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was 
to authorize the Mayor to execute the statutory required notification letter to the Florida Department of 
Economic Opportunity for the required update to the City’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan. In 2016, the 
City Council adopted the City’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan as required by Chapter 163, Part II, of 
Florida Statutes. The letter identifies that it is necessary to amend the City’s comprehensive plan to:

Address changes in state statutory requirements in Chapter 163, Part II, Florida Statutes
since adoption of the City’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan in 2016;

Reflect current conditions and issues within the city;

Prepare the required 10-year water supply plan; and

 Edit to streamline, clarify, and simplify the comprehensive plan.

Over the next year, staff will be preparing updates to the City’s comprehensive plan. Upon opening the
floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.
Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  

Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

12 Communications

Mayor Marlowe stated the new shuttle has arrived and he gave it a test drive today. He stated he attended
the TB Water meeting on Monday and Mr. Doe made a great presentation. He stated he did complete his



ethics for the year. He asked Deputy Mayor Davis to attend a plaque dedication this Saturday in his
absence. Deputy Mayor Davis asked if we looked at getting any money for the Grand Blvd. Bridge from
the new infrastructure bill. City Manager Manns stated we will be looking into the manner. He asked
Chief Fitch how much full gear weighs and he replied about 45lbs. Deputy Mayor Davis stated there will
be a golf cart Christmas parade on December 19th. Councilman Peters stated there is no place in our
city for slum and blight and commended our inspection and code enforcement officers. Councilman
Altman stated he would provide an update from the legislative conference at the next meeting. He stated
there is a proposed bill that would require an impact study on every ordinance. 

13 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 9:11 p.m.

                                                                                    (signed) ______________________________________
                                                                                                  Judy Meyers, CMC, City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________
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