
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

December 7, 2021
7:00 PM

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Rob Marlowe at 7:00 p.m. Those in attendance were
Deputy Mayor Chopper Davis, Councilman Peter Altman and Councilman Matt Murphy.  Councilman
Mike Peters was excused.

Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie L. Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Police Chief Kim Bogart, Finance Director Crystal Feast, Fire Chief Chris Fitch,
Public Works Director Robert Rivera, Library Director Andi Figart, Parks and Recreation Director
Kevin Adams, Technology Solutions Director Bryan Weed, Human Resources Manager Bernie
Wharran and Economic Development Director Chuck Valdez.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4

5

6

7

Approval of November 16, 2021 Work Session and Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.

Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes: Altman, 
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Peters

Presentation of Years of Service Award to John Fussell

City Manager Manns presented John Fussell with his retirement plaque. 

Recognition of Gulf High School Florida City Government Week Poster Contest Winners

City Clerk  Meyers presented GHS poster winners Chazitie Verdejo and Kayla Mann with gift cards.

Presentation by the Environmental Committee RE: Prohibition of Polystyrene Containers at City 
Events



The presentation was deferred until the December 21, 2021 meeting.

8 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda

Mayor Marlowe opened the floor for public comment. Melissa Smith, NPRMS came forward to
speak about the Cotee River Boat Parade. Kathleen Sinington, 5409 Main Street, NPR came forward
to ask about updating the sign ordinance. With no one else coming forward for public comment, Mayor
Marlowe closed Vox Pop.

9 Consent Agenda

Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Peters

a Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval

10 Public Reading of Ordinances

a First Reading, Ordinance No. 2022-2247: Voluntary Annexation for JEA Property Holdings, LLC and
Hudson Bay Developers, LLC

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Attorney Driscoll stated that
City Council needed to vote to approve the updated Annexation Agreements before voting to approve
the ordinance. City Manager Manns introduced Brad Cornelius who presented the item to Council. He
stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct the first reading of an ordinance for the
voluntary annexation of 18.9 acres located on Sea Forest Drive and to approve the updated pre-
annexation agreements for the subject property considered for voluntary annexation. JEA Property
Holdings, LLC and Hudson Bay Developers, LLC has submitted a request for a voluntary annexation
into the city. The subject property is 18.9 acres and is adjacent to the existing city limits to the north. 
The subject property includes two pieces with one piece on the north side of Sea Forest Drive and the
second piece on the south side of Sea Forest Drive. The proposed project is intended to be developed
as an 82 dwelling unit condominium/townhome and apartment home project. The gross density on the
property will be 4.33 du/acre and is lower than the land use assigned by Pasco County of Residential 
of 24 du/acre. On July 8, 2021, the City Council approved a pre-annexation agreement for this
proposed annexation.  Since that time, the City Attorney has determined that the pre-annexation
agreement must be updated to reflect additional owners of the subject property. The subject property
meets the requirements for annexation per Florida Statutes. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. 
 
Motion was made to approve the updated Annexation Agreements as presented.  Motion made
Councilman Altman by and seconded by Deputy Mayor Davis Motion passed 4-0.
 
Motion was then made to approve the ordinance upon its first reading. Motion made by Councilman
Altman and seconded by Councilman Murphy Motion passed 4-0.
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Peters

b First Reading, Ordinance No. 2022-2248: Small Scale Future Land Use Amendment from County
RES-24 Classification to City MF-HDR-24 Classification for 18.9 Acres on Sea Forest Drive

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Councilman
Altman stated it is a good thing that the density is low at that location for several reasons. He asked
City Attorney Driscoll about density rights and City Attorney Driscoll replied the issue could be
looked at. Motion was made to approve the ordinance upon its first reading.
 



 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Peters

c First Reading, Ordinance No. 2022-2249: Rezoning of 18.9 Acres on Sea Forest Drive to Planned
Development District - Residential

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was
made to approve the ordinance upon its first reading.
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Peters

d First Reading, Ordinance No. 2022-2250: Rezoning for 7932 Rutillio Ct.

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced
Brad Cornelius who presented the item to Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was
to conduct the first reading of an ordinance for the rezoning of 7932 Rutillio Court from General
Commercial (C-2) to Light Industrial (LI) Zoning District. The subject property is currently
designated as Light Industrial within the City’s adopted Future Land Use Map of the Comprehensive
Plan.  Rezoning the subject property to Light Industrial is fully compliant with the currently adopted
Light Industrial Future Land Use. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward
therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Mayor Marlowe asked Mr. Cornelius about
the County zoning and whether it was industrial and Mr. Cornelius stated yes. Deputy Mayor Davis
asked if we should consider rezoning the entire area. City Manager Manns stated that staff has been
reviewing the matter. Motion was made to approve the ordinance upon its first reading.
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Peters

e First Reading, Ordinance No. 2022-2251: New Private Property Rights Element for Comprehensive
Plan

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced
Brad Cornelius who presented the item to Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was
to conduct the first reading of an ordinance for the required new Private Property Rights Element of
the City’s Comprehensive Plan and to authorize the transmittal to the FDEO. During the 2021 Florida
Legislative Session, Governor DeSantis signed House Bill 59 into law.  House Bill 59 created
Section 163.3177(6)(i)1, Florida Statutes, which requires all local governments to adopt a private
property rights element as part of its comprehensive plan.  The City must adopt the new private
property rights element as part of its comprehensive plan prior to the adoption of any other
comprehensive plan amendment. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward
therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the ordinance
upon its first reading.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Peters

11 Business Items

a Public Hearing, Special Waste Hauling Applications for the 2022 Calendar Year

City Manager Manns introduced Public Works Director Robert Rivera who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to consider for approval of the waste
hauler permit applications for the 2022 calendar year. Applications were received by County
Recycling, Inc. dba County Sanitation, Waste Pro of Florida, Inc. dba J.D. Parker & Sons, Republic
Services of Florida LP dba Seaside Sanitation, Waste Connections Inc., Waste Management Inc. of
Florida, and Peterson's Service Corporation. Mr. Rivera stated all franchise fees have been collected.



There was only one complaint received last year and it was taken care of by the appropriate
hauler. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe
returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Peters

b Ratification of the Collective Bargaining Agreement between the West Central Florida Police
Benevolent Association and the City of New Port Richey for FY22-24

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the proposed labor agreement between the City of New Port Richey and the West
Central Florida Police Benevolent Association (PBA) for the period spanning from October 1, 2021
through September 30, 2024. The Agreement was tentatively agreed upon and voted on in October. The
proposed provisions include:
 
Wage Provisions

A merit based performance system will be implemented and bargaining unit members will be
eligible for an annual salary adjustment as approved by City Council based upon a performance
evaluation. 
The compensation for Field Training Officers shall be amended to be $25.00 per pay period
and will receive a supplement of $10.00 per day during the term of any assignment.
The City and the PBA further agree that they will enter into a Memorandum of Agreement in
relationship to the implementation of the resulting recommendations of a wage and
compensation study. 

Miscellaneous
Bargaining unit members shall be required to undergo a bi-annual physical examination to be
conducted by Life Scan or other organization capable of providing a comparable examination.
Sworn personnel shall comply with all applicable Standard Operating Procedures and Rules of
the Police Department, and all applicable City policies and procedures. Should the city
exercise its discretion to amend or modify any of the above stated policies, procedures or rules
it shall provide written notice to the PBA of the amendment or modification at least ten (10)
calendar days prior to the effective date except in the cases of declared emergencies.   If within
ten (10) calendar days PBA requests, the city will bargain over the impact and or effect on the
bargaining unit employees, wages, hours or terms and conditions of employment. 
The exchange of time between union members shall be limited to one shift per substitute within
any 24-hour period.

 
 
Duration

The City and PBA agree that for FY 2022-2023 and 2023-2024 each party has the right to
reopen up to two articles in addition to Article 14, Pay Provisions.

 
 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned
the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Peters

c Request to Purchase Tasers

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to purchase 50 Taser 7 Electro Muscular Disruption Devices for an amount not to exceed
$156,000.47. The purchase will be made over a total of five years. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was
made to approve the item as presented.  



 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Peters

d Resolution No. 2022-03: Establishing An Auditor Selection Committee

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed resolution by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve a resolution which
would establish an Auditor Selection Committee and a Committee Chair.  The primary purpose of the
Committee will be to assist in the selection of an auditor to conduct the financial audit required by
Florida Statute, Section 218.39. City Manager Manns stated she would like to amend her
recommendation to include all five Council members. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no
one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
approve the item with the amended recommendation that all five Council members be part of the
committee.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy   Absent: Peters

12 Communications

Councilman Murphy stated it was nice to see so many people for the boat parade. He stated he has a
meeting with FDOT this Friday regarding golf carts and the overpass. Councilman Altman stated this
year's boat parade was the largest he has ever seen and the tree lighting ceremony was great. He asked
about our capabilities to provide copies of events to those who participated. Councilman Altman stated
he attended a CAC meeting where they discussed the golf cart parade. He stated the members were
talking about how they were going to spend their budget and he wanted to remind everyone that the
budget is actually the City Council's budget and the committee is there to advise. He made comments
about the upcoming Environmental Committee presentation being postponed until all members were
present and he stated he does not want to impose expenses on organizers. He stated enforcement will
also be an issue. There are attempts we can make to demonstrate that we are environmentally
conscious. Deputy Mayor Davis stated he agreed with Councilman Altman's comments. He apologized
for not being able to make the parade last weekend. He asked the City Manager where we were with the
hauler fees and she stated she would send it in her Friday report. Mayor Marlowe stated he also missed
the tree lighting and boat parade due to the loss of his mother-in-law. 

13 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m.

                                                                                    (signed) ______________________________________
                                                                                                  Judy Meyers, CMC, City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________
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