
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

March 1, 2022
7:00 PM

 

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Rob Marlowe at 7:00 p.m. Those in attendance were
Deputy Mayor Chopper Davis, Councilman Peter Altman, Councilman Matt Murphy and Councilman
Mike Peters. 
 
Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie L. Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Police Chief Kim Bogart, Fire Chief Chris Fitch, Public Works Director Robert
Rivera, Library Director Andi Figart, Parks and Recreation Director Kevin Adams, Technology
Solutions Director Bryan Weed and Human Resources Manager Bernie Wharran.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of February 15, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

5 Proclamation - Chasco Fiesta 100th Anniversary

Cami Austin accepted the parchment from Mayor Marlowe. 

6 Proclamation - Problem Gambling Awareness Month (By Title Only)

Mayor Marlowe read the proclamation by title only.

7 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda

Mayor Marlowe opened the floor for public comment. John Kane, 6041 Florida Ave., NPR came
forward to speak regarding feral cats. He suggested City Council look into adopting an ordinance to



prohibit the feeding of feral cats. Hadzi Palevic from Good Eats, 5114 US 19, NPR came forward to
speak about citations received for vehicle advertising. Nathan Pollock, 6153 Massachusetts Ave., NPR
came forward to speak regarding pole signs and the sign at his business. With no one else coming
forward for public comment, Mayor Marlowe closed Vox Pop.

8 Consent Agenda

Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

a Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Minutes - January 2022

b Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval

9 Business Items

a Appeal of Order to Demolish RE: 6523 U.S. Highway 19, the Former La Casa Inn

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item is
to hear the applicant's appeal from an Order to Demolish for the former La Casa Inn located at 6523
U.S. Highway 19. This is a quasi-judicial hearing and City Council disclosed there were no ex-parte
communications. The Order to Demolish is for the most westerly buildings. The subject property is
2.17 acres located on the southwest corner of US Highway 19 and Green Key Road, and lies in the AE
flood designation, with a Base Flood Elevations of 10 and 11 (the elevation change occurs at the
easternmost two-story structure). The site contains approximately 58,900 square feet of commercial
buildings comprised of an office and two two-story buildings consisting of a total of 120 hotels
rooms. City Manager Manns stated as a matter of record, on May 6, 2021, the two-story structure,
most westerly, was inspected by the City's Building Official, Fire Marshal, and Code Enforcement
Officers. The Building Official determined at that time that the structure met the criteria for
demolition as outlined in the City’s Code of Ordinances.  As a result of that determination, an
Inspection Warrant was obtained on May 7, 2021 to receive access into the additional buildings
located on the subject property.  On May 10, 2021 staff conducted a second inspection of the
property.  On May 19, 2021, the owner was notified by certified mail of the Order to Demolish, and
given 30 days to appeal.  The Notice stated that the owner may, within 60 days of date of Notice,
demolish and clear the site by hiring a contractor of choice. Also on this date, the property was posted,
the Notice was recorded in Pasco County Public Records, and the Notice appeared in the Tampa Bay
Times on May 19th and 26th. The City’s Code of Ordinances states that the Building Official must find
the existence of one or more of seven possible criteria. The Order to Demolish was issued based on
the existence of the following four criteria:
 

Section 6-185(2) – The structure is so unsanitary or so utterly fails to provide the
amenities essential to decent living that it is manifestly unfit for human habitation, or is
likely to cause sickness or disease, so as to work injury to the life, health or safety on
the general public or occupant.  “Amenities essential to decent living” include, but are
not limited to, the availability of potable water, at least one (1) working toilet, and
protection from exposure to the elements.
Section 6-185(3) - The structure, or a portion thereof, as a result of decay,
deterioration, or dilapidation is likely to fully or partially collapse.
Section 6-185(4) - The condition of the structure, or a portion thereof, poses an
immediate threat to life or property by fire or other causes.
Section 6-185(6) – There is a serious and substantial falling away, hanging loose, or
loosening of the siding, block, brick, or other building material creating a hazard for
occupants or the public.

 
Under Section 6-190 of the City’s Code of Ordinances, the owner or an interested party may appeal an
Order to Demolish.  On June 18, 2021, the owner's agenda submitted an appeal package.  Under the



provisions set forth in Section 6-190 – Appeal to City Council in the City’s Code of Ordinances, the
petitioner may appear to show:

That the structure does not meet the criteria for demolition set out in, Section 6-185.
That the structure cannot be demolished within the time specified by the order.
That the structure can be reconstructed, repaired, or restored.

 
City Manager Manns stated that Mr. Patel was appealing the order to demolish based on the sub-
section that the structure can be reconstructed, repaired, or restored. He did not submit, along with the
written petition for appeal, the following documentation regarding the proposed reconstruction, repair
or restoration:
 

a)      list of proposed work to the structures,
b)     estimated cost,
c)     timetable for obtaining permits,
d)    timetable for completion of the work
 

Therefore, Mr. Patel and his representatives were granted an extension on the timeline in order to
obtain the required detail.  Since that time Mr. Patel has obtained the required information and on
February 3, 2022 submitted it to the City’s Building Official for review. Mr. Patel and his agents have
provided the attached construction documents that provide reasonable detail for repair of the code
enforcement related issues as well as additional repairs to be made. The contractor has submitted the
attached cost estimate as well as the FEMA worksheet detailing the cost estimate to conform to a
maximum of 50% of the current market value. The contractor has also submitted the attached
timetable for the repairs to be completed, estimated to be between three to four months after
permitting has been completed and mobilization has started. City Manager Manns then highlighted the
appraisal that the City had conducted for the property. Based on the current status of this project, the
City’s Building Official would support providing a stay of the order to demolish to allow the owners
and their agents an opportunity to repair the property. 
 
Mr. Andre Perron came forward to speak. He stated they have engaged Spring Engineering and
Marquis Contracting for this project.  He stated they have addressed the FEMA situation and have the
plans necessary for this project. Clay Matthews, 100 S. Ashley Drive, Suite 1490, Tampa came
forward to support the appeal of the Order to Demolish. The owners have provided all of the
documents that were requested. 
 
City Attorney Driscoll stated that City Council also has the option to issue a stay for this order and
that is his recommendation as it will allow for the property owners to obtain the permits to make the
improvements. City Attorney Driscoll stated his recommendation would be a stay for 180 days.
Deputy Mayor Davis stated that he cannot believe they let it get to the point where we would shut them
down. He stated the improvements would not have been made unless we came knocking on the door.
Councilman Murphy stated he agreed with Deputy Mayor Davis' comments. He stated in today's world
especially in construction it is never the lower number but the higher number. Councilman Peters
asked for clarification on the valuation and whether we were doing it all on the property or on each
building and City Manager Manns stated only one building is slated slum and blight. The other
buildings are in need of repair. Councilman Peters asked if the 50% rule was for the entire property or
each building. City Manager Manns stated each building has been assigned a value. Councilman Altman
stated we have to rely on the evidence that has been provided to us. Mayor Marlowe stated he agreed
with Deputy Mayor Davis' comments that the building should have never been allowed to deteriorate
that much. City Attorney Driscoll stated this stay only allows for the applicant to apply for and obtain
the necessary permits. Councilman Altman asked if we have a law that a person cannot spend more than
50% do we have the right to ask for evidence for documentation that comes into support that. 
 
Motion was made to approve City Attorney Driscoll's recommendation and issue a stay for the appeal
for 180 days. The motion was then amended by Councilman Altman to add that documentation must be
submitted.
 
 



Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-1.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy Nays: Peters  

b Appeal of Order to Demolish RE: 6602 Candice Lane, Ronald Howarth

Mr. Howarth came forward and asked for a continuance on this item until the next regularly scheduled
Council meeting. Motion to table until the next meeting. 
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-1.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy Nays: Peters  

c Request to Purchase WatchGuard In-Car Camera System

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the purchase of 15 in-car cameras from WatchGuard Inc. in an amount not to exceed
$117,277.50.  This amount will be financed over the next five years with an annual payment of
$23,455.50. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor
Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

d Request to Purchase SIEMENS Secure Remote Access Management

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve a proposal from SIEMENS in the amount not to exceed $56,999.78 for the purchase
SIEMENS Secure Management for providing remote access to the City's SCADA network. Upon
opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the
floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

e Request for Purchase and Installation of Equipment for K-9 Vehicle Use

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the purchase and installation of equipment to outfit a spare older vehicle specifically
for K-9 use at a total cost of $8,026.90. Equitable sharing funds would be used for this request. Upon
opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the
floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

f Request to Donate Concrete Blocks to The Concourse in Hudson

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to declare four concrete blocks formerly used as benches on the Main Street Bridge as obsolete
and request permission to donate them for use at The Concourse. In order to process this request, City
Council must declare the blocks as obsolete and agree to donate the blocks as requested as long as The
Concourse can pick up the blocks from Public Works. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no
one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

10 Communications

Mayor Marlowe stated he wanted to suggest if Mr. Kane was watching that perhaps he should tell his
neighbor that feeding the cats is not a good idea. He stated leaving food outside attracts more than just



cats. Mayor Marlowe stated he took the DART into the downtown for dinner and it is a nice way of
getting around town and suggested everyone give it consideration. Councilman Murphy stated it will be
a big month with the Chasco events and the St. Patrick's Day event. Councilman Altman spoke
regarding the Arnett Muldrow proposal and the changes in use along US19. He also spoke regarding
the proposed guitar shop on Lemon. He suggested having the CRA take up looking at the component
of side roads to accommodate business owners with parking requirements. Deputy Mayor Davis stated
we are looking into rules and regulations for horse and carriages downtown and he was the first to ride
as SIP was having an event tonight. He stated we should look at it more liberally. Councilman Peters
spoke regarding the proposed mid-block crossing at US19 and Green Key Rd. He stated he has invited
the FDOT Secretary to come and give more information at the March 15th meeting. Councilman
Peters then spoke regarding the conditions that people were living in at the La Casa Inn. He apologized
for not looking into it sooner. Councilman Peters stated that the County is working on new sign
ordinances and suggested we could tweak ours as well. He also stated that small business owners need
to do their homework and encouraged them to come in and talk to staff. 

11 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m.

                                                                                    (signed) ______________________________________
                                                                                                  Judy Meyers, CMC, City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________

































IS� Spring 
\: � Engineering 
Architecture • Engineering · Land Planning 

February 3, 2022 

Evolution Contracting, LLC 
Dunedin, FL 33626 

ATTENTION: 

REFERENCE: 

SUBJECT: 

Dear Tom, 

Tom Pavel 

La Casa Inn 
SEI Project No. 2021-16 

Renovation/Repair Plans 

34 
DELIVERING INNOVATIVE 

DESIGN NATIONWIDE 

Picked Up 

Attached herewith are three (3) sets of signed and sealed plans (9 Sheets Each- 24" x 36") for the 
above refenced project for your use. 

Please call our office if you have any questions or need additional information. 

Sincerely, 

SPRING ENGINEERING, INC 

Je�£-�

U 

Assistant Project Manager 

/js 

Enclosures 

cc: Cheryl Henwood, SEI 

Tampa Bay: 
3014 US Highway 19 
Holiday, FL 34691 
Tel: 727-938-1516 
Fax: 727-942-4174 

sei@springengineeringinc.com 
www.springengineeringinc.com 

Atlanta: 
1320 Ellsworth Industrial Blvd. 

Suite A-1800 
Atlanta, GA 30318 

Tel: (404) 881-8370 
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