
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

March 15, 2022
7:00 PM

 

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Rob Marlowe at 7:00 p.m. Those in attendance were
Deputy Mayor Chopper Davis, Councilman Peter Altman, Councilman Matt Murphy and Councilman
Mike Peters.
 
 
Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie L. Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Police Chief Kim Bogart, Finance Director Crystal Feast, Fire Chief Chris Fitch,
Public Works Director Robert Rivera, Community and Development Director Dale Hall, Library
Director Andi Figart, Parks and Recreation Director Kevin Adams, Human Resources &
Organizational Development Director Karl Fuchs and Technology Solutions Director Bryan Weed.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of March 1, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

5 Citizens Academy Graduation

City Manager Manns highlighted the Citizens Academy program before City Clerk Meyers distributed
the certificates to the graduates. The inaugural class graduates were Jeremy Dunn, Frank Ferreri,
Launi Harden, Diane Kline, Robert Marin, Jennifer Reznick, Beth Sander, Kenneth Stevens, Jason
Vargas and Joe Wolf.

6 Presentation by the Florida Department of Transportation RE: Mid-Block Crossing at U.S. Highway
19 and Green Key Road



Ronald A. Chin, District Seven Traffic Operations Engineer with FDOT made a presentation to City
Council regarding their proposed mid-block crossing at U.S. Highway 19 and Green Key Rd. After the
presentation was complete, Councilman Altman made a motion to send a letter to FDOT requesting
that they postpone the construction of the mid-block crossing until the City completes its U.S.
Highway Master Plan. Motion was seconded by Councilman Murphy.
 
 
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

7 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda

Mayor Marlowe opened the floor for public comment. Carol Kinnard, 6828 River Rd., NPR came
forward to thank Council about their efforts for safety on River Road. She stated she has spoken to
representatives with FDOT regarding mid-block crossings. Shinikki Whiting, 5755 Indiana Ave., NPR,
came forward to speak regarding Marlowe Jones. Kimberly Cox, 6609 Rainbow Spring Lane, NPR,
came forward to speak regarding HB1557. Marlowe Jones, 6141 Pine Hill Rd., Port Richey came
forward to speak regarding his current court case. With no one else coming forward for public
comment, Mayor Marlowe closed Vox Pop.

8 Consent Agenda

Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

a Budget Amendment Request

b Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval

c Library Advisory Board Minutes - September and January

9 Business Items

a Board Re-Appointment: Jayne Brewin, Library Advisory Board

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the re-appointment of Jayne Brewin to the Library Advisory Board. Ms. Brewin has
been a valued member of the Library Advisory Board since February 19, 2019. Her current term
expired on February 19, 2022 therefore she has submitted her application seeking re-appointment to
the board. If approved, Ms. Brewin's term will be for three years and will be up for renewal on March
15, 2025. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe
returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

b Board Appointment: Nancy Cote, Library Advisory Board

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the appointment of Nancy Cote to the Library Advisory Board. Nancy Cote submitted
an application for membership on the Library Advisory Board on November 1, 2021. Since that time,
Ms. Cote has fulfilled the pre-requisite number of meetings in order to have her application be
forwarded on for formal approval. If approved, Ms. Cote's term will be for three years and will be up
for renewal on March 15, 2025. Staff has verified that Ms. Cote meets all of the requirements to serve
on this board. With this appointment, that leaves one member position open on this board. Upon
opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the



floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

c Appeal of Order to Demolish RE: 6602 Candice Lane, Ronald Howarth

City Manager Manns stated that this is an appeal from an Order to Demolish of a mobile home
structure located at 6602 Candice Lane.  The matter shall be handled as a quasi-judicial proceeding.
City Manager Manns began her presentation by stating that the subject property is 0.12 acre located on
the south side of Candice Lane approximately 500 feet east of Congress Street, and does not lay
within a high hazard flood zone.  The site contains a mobile home built in 1972 with approximately
700 square feet of living area and a shed. An Inspection Warrant was granted for the property on
November 22, 2021. The warrant was executed on November 23, 2021 which led to the Building
Official’s determination on November 30, 2021 that the structure met the criteria for demolition as
outlined in the City’s Code of Ordinances.  As a result, on December 15, 2021 the owner was notified
by certified mail of the Order to Demolish, and given 30 days to appeal. The City's Code of
Ordinances states that the Building Official must find the existence of one or more of seven possible
criteria. The Order to Demolish was issued based on the existence of the following three criteria:
 

Section 6-185(4) - The condition of the structure, or a portion thereof, poses an immediate
threat to life or property by fire or other causes.
Section 6-185(6) - There is a serious and substantial falling away, hanging loose, or loosening
of the siding, block, brick, or other building material creating a hazard for occupants or the
public.
Section 6-185(7) - The structural parts have become so dilapidated, decayed, or deteriorated,
or there is an unusual sagging or leaning out of plumb of the building or any part thereof caused
by deterioration or over-stressing of the structure of structural parts, that the structure is
manifestly unsafe.

 
On January 13, 2022, Mr. Ronald Howarth, property owner, submitted an appeal to the City.   
 
Under the provisions set forth in Section 6-190 – Appeal to City Council in the City’s Code of
Ordinances, the petitioner may appear to show:
 

That the structure does not meet the criteria for demolition set out in, Section 6-185,
That the structure cannot be demolished within the time specified by the order, or
That the structure can be reconstructed, repaired, or restored.

 
If a petitioner is appealing based on this sub-section, the petitioner must submit, along with the written
petition for appeal, the following documentation regarding the proposed reconstruction, repair or
restoration:
 

a) list of proposed work to the structure;
b) estimated cost;
c) timetable for obtaining permits; and
d) timetable for completion of the work. 

 
No scope of work, estimated costs or timetables for obtaining permits and the completion of work has
been submitted by Mr. Howarth for this appeal. It is staff's recommendation to deny the appeal.  Mayor
Marlowe reminded the rest of City Council that this was a quasi-judicial hearing and City Council
disclosed they did not have any ex-parte communications. 
 
Mr. Howarth then came forward to make his presentation. Mr. Howarth began his presentation by
stating that his appeal is based on the interpretation that the structure does not meet the criteria for
demolition. He stated he employed a state certified inspector to conduct a four-point inspection. Mr.
Howarth stated there were no current violations on the property. He asked Council to rule that the
structure does not meet the criteria to be demolished. He stated that he should be notified of what



needs to be corrected or repaired. Mr. Howarth stated there should be some documentation. Mr.
Howarth stated he was advised by staff to consult an engineer on the repairs. Mr. Howarth then asked
Mr. Lehman to come forward to confirm the estimates for repair. Mr. Lehman stated there were no
structural issues. Mr. Lehman stated he would be able to obtain the permits for the inside
improvements. 
 
City Attorney Driscoll asked Building Official David Gilson to come forward to speak regarding the
new window that was constructed and the integrity of the structure. Mr. Gilson stated that all of the
holes in the side of the building were created after the mobile home was built and it most likely would
not have been engineered as it would have had to gone back to the original 1972 engineer. City
Attorney Driscoll stated once the structure has been compromised it cannot be rehabilitated.
Councilman Altman asked about the 50% rule and Mr. Gilson stated it does apply as the property is not
in a high hazard zone. Mr. Gilson stated that the structural portion does not meet Florida Building
Code standards due to the age of the structure. Deputy Mayor Davis asked if permits were obtained
between November until February. Mr. Gilson stated the only permit was for the electrical panel.
Councilman Altman stated that there is no structure value on the Property Appraiser's website. City
Attorney Driscoll stated that Mr. Howarth is under a court order to vacate the shed as it is not a livable
structure. City Attorney Driscoll asked about the four-point inspection and Mr. Gilson stated it is what
insurance companies require. City Attorney Driscoll asked about the estimate provided and whether is
was sufficient and Mr. Gilson stated no. Councilman Altman stated the rat problem was not addressed.
Motion was made to deny the appeal. 
 
 
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

d Request to Upgrade Police Boat Lighting and Electronics Using Equitable Sharing Monies

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the use of equitable sharing funds to upgrade the lighting and electronics on the police
boat in an amount not to exceed $3,720.39. Upon opening the floor to public comment, Mike Gordon,
6552 River Rd., NPR came forward to question putting money towards a boat they do not see very
much along the river. With no one else coming forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.
Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

e Purchase of AV Equipment for City Council Chambers

City Manager Manns introduced Technology Solutions Director Bryan Weed who then presented the
item to Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve a proposal from
ProMedia in the amount not to exceed $42,966.00 for the purchase audio\video upgrades in the City
Council Chambers. Mr. Weed then highlighted the proposed improvement equipment. Upon opening
the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to
Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

f ITB22-004 Frances Avenue Park Shelter Improvements Project Bid Award

Mayor Marlowe stated he was declaring a conflict for this agenda item due to work his wife has
contracted with SC Signature Corp for his home and would be abstaining from the vote and passed the
gavel to Deputy Mayor Davis. City Manager Manns introduced Parks and Recreation Director Kevin
Adams who then presented the item to Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to
approve the bid award for ITB22-004 Frances Avenue Park Shelter Improvements Project to SC
Signature Corp in an amount not to exceed $382,345.46. Mr. Adams then highlighted the proposed



improvements for the project. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward
therefore Deputy Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as
presented.  Deputy Mayor Davis then returned the gavel back to Mayor Marlowe. 
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Murphy, Peters  Abstain: Marlowe 

g Rejection of Bids for ITB22-005 Fleet Maintenance and Warehouse Building Project

City Manager Manns introduced Public Works Director Robert Rivera who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to reject the bids submitted for the
construction of the City of New Port Richey Fleet Maintenance and Warehouse Building Project
ITB22-005. All of the bids received were in excess of the amount allotted for the project. By
rejecting the bids, it would allow for staff to research grant opportunities. Upon opening the floor to
public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.
Motion was made to reject the bids submitted as requested.  
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

h Russ Park Playground Equipment Purchase and Installation

City Manager Manns introduced Public Works Director Robert Rivera who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve a proposal from Top Line
Recreation Inc., in the amount not to exceed $30,102.58 for the purchase and installation of one
Wedgewood Park Playground at Russ Park located west of US Highway 19. Upon opening the floor to
public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.
Motion was made to reject the bids submitted as requested.
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

i Resolution No. 2022-04: Section 504 Compliance Policy (CDBG Item)

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed resolution by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to adopt Resolution No. 2022-04
which establishes a Section 504 Compliance Policy for Community Development Block Grant
Programs and Projects. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore
Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

j City Manager Performance Evaluation

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to conduct the annual evaluation of her performance as City Manager. She stated that Council
regularly provides feedback on her performance but this allows for a more formal setting. It is an
opportunity to discuss any salary adjustments. Councilman Altman stated that the existence of the City
Manager is supported by the rest of Council. He stated he supports the request for a five percent (5%)
increase and a provision for sick time payout upon her leaving the City. Councilman Murphy stated that
being a City Manager is a tough job. Her management style is hands on. He stated that he is impressed
with her talent of putting opportunities together. Deputy Mayor Davis stated that what City Manager
Manns brought in leadership is what was needed for the City. He stated she has built a great team and
always has an open door policy. Councilman Peters stated it is easier this year to make an evaluation
than last year as he has been on Council for the full year. He stated City Manager Manns is a deal
maker and finds solutions not excuses. He stated one of her strongest attributes is communication.
Councilman Peters stated he did his own comparison of cities relative to our size and the tenure of
their managers. Mayor Marlowe stated that he previously served on Council with other managers and it



has been his honor of having her keep him on the straight and narrow. He stated you really appreciate it
when you are Mayor and you have a City Manager who take the off the wall calls and she handles them
well. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe
returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve a five percent (5%) salary increase and
provision for sick time payout as requested.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

10 Communications

Mayor Marlowe stated Mr. Potter passed away last Saturday morning. He stated the community is
going to miss him. Mayor Marlowe asked where we were on radar guns and training and Chief Bogart
stated he believes the gun have just arrived and the systems will be installed in a few of the cars. Mayor
Marlowe stated he shared a link to a podcast regarding Teslas added to a police fleet and the savings the
city had. He stated the Chasco Fiesta is coming up soon. Councilman Peters stated that he would like
to thank Code Enforcement staff on their work for the appeal on tonight's agenda as it is not easy work
to do. He stated he is also concerned with the 50% rule regarding the previous appeal for the former
La Casa Inn. Councilman Peters stated he attended most of the Citizens Academy and thanked the City
Manager, City Clerk and Department Heads for their hard work. Deputy Mayor Davis thanked Mr.
Rivera and Chief Bogart for the guidelines for Railroad Square. He stated this was his next to last
meeting but would like to see a three minute report from staff. Councilman Altman stated the
Resiliency Summit is in early April. Councilman Altman suggested making a modification to the
ordinance for a not to exceed agreement to be produced for 50% rule areas. Councilman Altman stated
there is new technology that will be installing chargers for electric cars within the roadways.
Councilman Murphy stated that it is event season and encouraged everyone to get out an enjoy the
festivities. City Manager Manns introduced the new Human Resources & Organizational Director
Karl Fuchs. She stated that she signed City Council up for the FLC wellness challenge. She stated she
appreciated the kind words and support of her as City Manager. 

11 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 9:57 p.m.

                                                                                    (signed) ______________________________________
                                                                                                  Judy Meyers, CMC, City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________




































	Meeting Minutes

