
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

April 5, 2022
7:00 PM

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Rob Marlowe at 7:00 p.m. Those in attendance were
Deputy Mayor Chopper Davis, Councilman Peter Altman, Councilman Matt Murphy and Councilman
Mike Peters.

Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie L. Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Police Chief Kim Bogart, Finance Director Crystal Feast, Fire Chief Chris Fitch,
Public Works Director Robert Rivera, Community and Development Director Dale Hall, Library
Director Andi Figart, Parks and Recreation Director Kevin Adams, Human Resources &
Organizational Development Director Karl Fuchs and Technology Solutions Director Bryan Weed.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of March 15, 2022 Regular Meeting and March 23, 2022 Special Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.

Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

5 Proclamation - National Library Week

Library Director Andi Figart accepted the parchment from Mayor Marlowe.

6 Proclamation - Alcohol Awareness and PowerTalk21 Month

Bonnie Snyder accepted the parchment from Mayor Marlowe.

7 Proclamation - Windsong Charters and Boat Rentals 20th Anniversary

Wendy Longman accepted the parchment from Mayor Marlowe.



8 Proclamation - Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council 60th Anniversary (By Title Only)

Mayor Marlowe read the proclamation by title only. 

9 Proclamation - A Day of Sharing Hope and Love (By Title Only)

Mayor Marlowe read the proclamation by title only.

10 Proclamation - Donate Life Month (By Title Only)

Mayor Marlowe read the proclamation by title only.

11 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda

Mayor Marlowe opened the floor for public comment. Jeff Starkey, 3751 Wiregrass Road, NPR
came forward to congratulate and thank Deputy Mayor Davis for his nine years of service. Reyna
Gilner, 5500 Main Street, NPR came forward to speak regarding the Chasco Fiesta. Judith Allen,
5940 Grand Blvd., NPR came forward to speak regarding the drainage problem on Illinois. Ronald
Howarth, 6953 Edgewater Drive, NPR came forward to speak regarding inflation and demolition
within the city. With no one else coming forward for public comment, Mayor Marlowe closed Vox
Pop.

12 Consent Agenda

Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

a Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval

13 Public Reading of Ordinances

a First Reading, Ordinance No. 2022-2258: Animal-Drawn Vehicle Ordinance

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, David Wallis, 12641 Valimar Rd., NPR, came forward to speak regarding his comments
previously submitted along with an Attorney General Opinion.  Rick Sommer, 5500 Main Street, NPR
came forward to express his support of the ordinance and requested to have the route be over the
bridge. With no one else coming forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. City Attorney
Driscoll stated he reviewed Mr. Wallis' comments and then proceeded to address each of them. City
Attorney Driscoll stated that City Council has the authority to regulate traffic within the city and the
streets where the operation would be allowed. Mayor Marlowe asked about mirroring the prohibition
of streets for the horse carriage as the same as golf carts and City Attorney Driscoll stated that would
be a good idea. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Altman to approve the ordinance on first reading with all of the
recommended changes approved by City Attorney and to incorporate the prohibition of the same
streets as golf carts. Motion seconded by Councilman Murphy.
 
Chief Bogart stated every emergency vehicle operates down Main Street and the carriages would not
be easy to get out of the way. Deputy Mayor Davis suggested adding language to say to avoid Main
Street as possible. He also spoke regarding lost items and the 2.5% franchise fee. City Manager
Manns stated franchise fees are a common practice by cities for the use of the ROW's. Councilman
Altman stated that we do not look at the gross revenue of food trucks and no sales tax collected.
Councilman Murphy stated Main Street will have to be addressed. He stated at least from River Road
to Beef O'Bradys. He stated we have to find a happy medium. Councilman Peters stated he agrees that
the bridge is an issue. Mayor Marlowe stated that having a horse show up at his house would be cool.
He stated he does recognize the concerns regarding Main Street. He stated that some of the signage is
important to have. Deputy Mayor Davis asked Councilman Altman to amend the motion to make the



franchise fee to 1%. Councilman Altman stated he agreed to the amendment.
 
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

b First Reading, Ordinance No. 2022-2259: Amendments to Chronic Nuisance Ordinance

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct conduct a first reading
of an ordinance to amend the City's existing Chronic Nuisance Ordinance to include drug overdoses as
an activity constituting grounds for abatement. This ordinance was enacted as a tool for code
enforcement and police officers to use to address properties where criminal activities reoccur
affecting public health, safety and welfare issues in the City. When the initial list of “qualifying”
nuisance/criminal activities was initially created, drug overdoses were overlooked. These type
incidents do occur and require police and fire department services. This amendment will provide the
City with a means to require proactive preventive actions to be taken by the property
owner/manager. Upon opening the floor to public comment, Jeff Starkey, 3751 Wiregrass Rd., NPR
came forward to voice his support of the amendment. With no one else coming forward Mayor
Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the ordinance upon its first
reading.
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Mike Peters.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

14 Business Items

a Board Re-Appointment: Peter Segall, Library Advisory Board

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the re-appointment of Peter Segall to the Library Advisory Board. Mr. Segall has been
a member of the Library Advisory Board since December 18, 2018. His current term expired on
December 18, 2021 therefore he has submitted his application seeking re-appointment to the board. If
approved, Mr. Segall's term will be for three years and will be up for renewal on April 5, 2025. Upon
opening the floor to public comment, Mr. Segall came forward to thank Council for his
reappointment.  With no one else coming forward Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.
Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

b New Port Richey Rotaract's Craft Beer and Wine Festival Alcohol Beverage Special Event

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve an ABSEP for the Rotaract's Craft Beer and Wine Festival on June 4, 2022 from 5pm
- 8pm in Sims Park. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore
Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

c Ratification of Memorandum of Agreement between the City of New Port Richey and the
International Association of Firefighters, Local 1158

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to ratify the proposed Memorandum of Agreement between the City of New Port Richey and the
International Association of Firefighters (IAFF), Local 1158 related to the career ladder step plan. As
Council is aware, three (3) new Captain Positions were approved in conjunction with the ratification
of the Collective Bargaining Agreement between the City and IAFF on April 6, 2021.  Since that time



a matter related to the career ladder step plan has been come to light.  Specifically, when a higher level
FF/Paramedic is promoted to the position of Captain and the salary is adjusted in accordance with the
current pay plan the result is a reduction in salary. In order to address this disproportion a revised
Captain/Paramedic Career Ladder Step Plan is being proposed which adjusts the hourly rates.  A copy
of the revised career ladder plan is attached for your review. Additionally, as part of the agreement the
parties have settled on the following point as it relates to the administration of the ladder plan. In the
event that an employee is promoted to the position of Captain/Paramedic and said promotion results in
a reduction in their hourly rate then the employee shall remain at the higher pay rate until such time as
a subsequent career step is achieved. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward
therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as
presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

d Rejection of Bids for ITB 22-003 Activity Pool Resurfacing Project

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve staff's request to reject the bids submitted for the Activity Pool Resurfacing Project at
The Recreation and Aquatics Center Project ITB 22-003. The two bids received were over the amount
budgeted for the project. The bid package will be revised to include two pools. Upon opening the floor
to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.
Motion was made to approve staff's request to reject the bids.  
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

e ITB22-006 Bid Award – WWTP Biosolids Hauling and Disposal Services

City Manager Manns introduced Public Works Director Robert Rivera who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve staff's request to award the bid
for ITB22-006 WWTP Biosolids Hauling and Disposal Services to Merrell Bros. Inc. in the amount
not to exceed $69.44 per ton. The amount will be an $11.53 increase from the existing cost of $57.91
or an increase of $95,000 annually. Pasco County will share with 40% of the cost. Merrell Bros. Inc.
has provided this service to the City for the past 15 years.  Merrell Bros. Inc. have been dependable
and no complaints have been filed against the contractor by staff or the public. Upon opening the floor
to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council.
Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Mike Peters and seconded by Chopper Davis.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

f Request to Purchase Frontier Dedicated ELAN Network

City Manager Manns introduced Technology Solutions Director Bryan Weed who then presented the
item to Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve a proposal from
Frontier Communications in the amount not to exceed $253,800.00 (to be paid in five annual
installments of $50,760.00) for the purchase of a dedicated ELAN network connecting all of the
City's facilities with a private network. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came
forward therefore Mayor Marlowe returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the
item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Chopper Davis and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Davis, Marlowe, Murphy, Peters   

15 Communications

Mayor Marlowe stated that he and Councilman Altman were attending the TBRPC Resiliency
Summit. Mayor Marlowe referenced an article from the Tampa Bay Partnership regarding the



recovery from climate change. He stated there is a direct correlation between the manmade CO2 and
the rise in temperature. Mayor Marlowe stated this year's Chasco Fiesta was wonderful. The line for
Night Ranger stretched back to Grand and Bank. He encouraged people to consider volunteering for
Chasco next year. Councilman Murphy commended Deputy Mayor Davis for all of his hard work over
the years. Councilman Altman stated that when the ARPA funds were distributed the County chose to
dedicate $30m to the sports facility in Wesley Chapel. Councilman Altman stated we are the only city
with a downtown on the westside of the county. He stated the County is using the funds to pay down
debt. He spoke regarding the new collision center on Lemon Street and the proposed music shop.
Councilman Peters stated regarding Mr. Howarth's comments our Code Enforcement staff work with
the property owners and he thanked staff for the hard calls they have to make. He recognized by name
each of the members of the Chasco Steering Committee. Councilman Peters thanked Deputy Mayor
Davis for his many years of service. Deputy Mayor Davis stated that the Chasco committee works
year round and they should be commended. City Attorney Driscoll stated it was a pleasure to work
with Deputy Mayor Davis. City Manager Manns stated that Deputy Mayor Davis has served the
community well for the last nine years. She appreciated the way he handles adversity. He always makes
sure we leave laughing. 

16 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 8:41 p.m.

                                                                                    (signed) ______________________________________
                                                                                                  Judy Meyers, CMC, City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________
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