7813 Waterford Street
New Port Richey, FL 34653
June 13, 2022

Ms. Debbie Manns

City Manager, City of New Port Richey
5919 Main Street

New Port Richey, FL 34652

Subject: Joseph A. Maytum Water Treatment Plant
Dear Ms. Manns:

I write to you regarding the Joseph A. Maytum Water Treatment Plant located at 9748 DeCubellis Road,
New Port Richey, FL 34654. | wish to respectfully request the City’s consideration of a name change
from Joseph A. Maytum to William C. Maytum. William (Bill) Maytum was my father and served on City
Council for a total of 12 years, and Vice-Mayor for one. His grandfather, Capt. C.W. Critchley was the
first president of New Port Richey back in 1924. A couple of years back my father returned the gavel
that was inscribed with his grandfather’s name to the City. | hope it is still being used today.

While my father was on Council, his passion was expansion of the City’s water and sewer utilities. He
was quite the visionary and understood that the growth to this area would require planning to meet the
City’s future needs. He, along with County Commissioner Dan Chambers, were the negotiators who
drew service boundaries that came to be known as the Maytum-Chambers line. He was also
instrumental in the development of the Starkey wellfield. | have included several newspaper clippings
to support my information as well as gathering insight from former City Manager Tom O’Neill.

While my father was still alive, | had asked him why the plant was named for his father instead of him.
He said back in that day it was not traditional to name anything after a living person. Instead, the city
chose to name it after his father, Joseph A. Maytum, who had also served as City Councilman and
Building Inspector. |told Dad when he died, | would work to see about getting the rightful person’s
name on that plant. 1vividly remember telling him that again just days before he passed, not knowing
he would die very unexpectedly. | did speak to Mayor Rob Marlowe at my father’s funeral and told him
what | hoped to accomplish and asked how | should go about making such a request. He told me |
needed to present my information to you.

It has taken me 10 months to finally have the emotional stability to approach this issue. My father was a
very special man and he is sorely missed. | will be so honored if the Council will consider my request.

Regards,
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KING PITHLA . . . William Maytum

rather thap tradition, led May-
tum, 38, to nun for the coun-
¢il four years ago,

’

Maygtum's New Port Richey
roots are deep. He grew up on
the banks of the Pithlachasco-
tee River in a house hand-
crafted by his father, a for-
mer shipbuilder from Bristol,
RJI. Maytum, his wife La-
Vaughn and daughters, Cindy,
12, and Julie, 10, live in a
house at 630 E Montana on
which his father worked.

Even as a child, Maytum
had a knack for electrical
work. He worked for an elec-
trical contractor when he was
in high school and taught elec-
tronics when he was in the
U.S. Air Force.
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WILLIAM MAYTUM
« « « NPR ‘councilman.

AFTER HE finished a four-
year military stint, Maytum,
unlike many of his classmates
frem Gulf High School, decid-
ed to reluwrn to New Port
Richey. “It was home,” the
slender, contemplative May-
tum said.

(See NEWSMAKER, Page 8)

Newsmaker

{(Continued from Page I)
In 1958 he set up his own
electrical contracting busi-

ness. The next year he be-

came a member of the city's
Electrical Board a position
he held for 10 years. He is
currently on the county’s
equivalent to that board.

Maytum purchased the 400-
customer Palm Harhor water
works in 1963. He learned first
hand about chlorinators, wells
and pumps and about prob-
lems with running a uiility.
He sold the plant to Pinellas
county in 1972.

MAYTUM said he decided
to get involved in city govern-
ment when he learned of New
Port Richey's plans fo expand
its water and sewage treat-
ment facilities, He was elect-
ed to the conncil in 1970 and
again in 1972.

Although the city has made
progress on its utility im-
provements, if ran into diffi-
culty reaching agreements
with the County Commission.

Maytum, acting as the
city’'s representative, and
Connty Commissioner Dan
Chambers last year were the
negotiators who drew service
boundaries that came to be
known as the Maytum-
Chambers line. Although May-
tum minimizes the signifi-
cance of the agreement, it is
ene of the few the two govern-
ments have reached.

HIS EFFORTS as a com-
munity leader have nvt gone
unrecognized; he recently was
named King Pithla during the
anmual Chasco Fiesta,

Mayium hopes to continue
to work on future agreements
that eventually will result in
the operation of the expanded
utilities, He bases his political
future on this work,

“E dom’t know whether I'll
run for re-election in Decem-
ber,” he said. “It all depends
on how things are going with
the water expansion and sew-
age treatment plant. I have to
see this work through.”




" West Pasco profile:

William Maytum

by Katherine Black

When city councilman Wil
liam Maytum became & member
of the New Port Richey City
Council, eight years ago, he was
carrying on a family tradition
that began when his grand-
father, William Critchley served
on New Port Richey's first City
Council.

Bill's father, Joseph Maytum,

served on the council in the late
forties. The Joseph Maytum
Pumping Station at the Starkey
Wellfield was named in his
honor.
" Bill Maytum was born in New
Port Richey in 1935, and
attended the Pierce Grammer
School, which is the site of the
present city hall. In fact, Bill
says his first grade classroom
was located where the Mayor’s
office is now. He graduated from
Gulf High Sehool in 1952 in a
class of 29 members.

In 1954, Maytum entered the
U.S. Air Force, where he was in
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Comprehensive Plan for New
Port Richey must be studied
“yery carefully and very
closely.” '

Ma3y7tum is also interested in
the 201 Regional Sewer System,
and of the water supply for the
city. Maytum cautions, “Whe:n
you get into a program of solid
waste disposal, it 1s very
expensive and has immediate
cost effects on the people of the
town, and you can't afford to
make mistakes in your plan-
ning.”

the Far Eastern Theater. Like
many boys in service, when he
completed his tour of duty, he
wanted to return to his
home town. In 1958, he came
back to New Port Richey and
opened an electrical contracting
business. .

In 1963, he bought the Palm
Harbor Water Works and
“That's how I got involved in
utilities,” he said. Maytum’s
experience in that field has

made him a valuable member of

the New Port Richey City
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(Continued on page 8)

For relaxation, Maytum
enjoys hunting and fishing.
Photography was one of his
hobbies before he became
involved with his couneil duties.
He hopes to resume that hobby
since he did not choose to run
for another term on the council.

Although Maytum hopes to
‘have more time to spend with
his wife, LaVaughn, and their

two daughters, Cindy, 16, and

Julie, 14, he assures all that he’ll
still be highly visible at many

council meetings. S i
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(Continued from page 3.

expertise during !
developing the city waster
supply system has been
invaluable to the council and the
city.
Maytum’'s knowledge of
eleetronics has also been utilined
by the city. He served 10 years
on the city electrical board and
helped to formulate the city's
electrical code.

Maytum’s interests are many
and varied, and are reflected in
the many other areas in which
he is involved. He is president of
the Richey Suncoast Theater
and is also a director on the
theatre’s board. He is a trustee
of the Pioneer Florida Museum
in Dade City, a member of the
Paseo County Preservation
Committee, and a director in the
Ellis First National Bank.

Having been born in New
Port Richev. and seeine the
rapid changes that have
occurred in his home town, the
past few years, Mayium is
interested in preserving the
city’s historical landmarks.

He is also concerned with the
future of the city, as well as its
past, and feels that the



Maytum:City Attorney
“doing a fine job”

by Katherine Black

At last week's city council
Jordon and Mr. Feuss of the
People’'s State Bank appeared
before the City Council and
suggesied the city eould
by combining all their basking
business in & one package deal,
on & bidding basis.

Although the People's State
Bank is outside the city limits of
New Port Richey Heveran
pointed out that they are in the
New Port Richey service area.
Council members referred the
masiter to the stafi,

Councilman Bill Maytum was
sppointed as a Haison between
the city and county in reference
to the bulk water agreement
between the city and the
county. Maytum has been active
iz megotians in the bulk water
agreement since the city
became involved in obtaining
water from the Starkey
WellSeld. Councilman Maytum
told council members he would
meet at least once a month with
the county representative.

A report was given by City

Manager John Gallagher re-
garding the comparative costs
of hiring a full time city
attorney, versus the cost of a
part time city attorney.
Gallagher reported that an
attorpey with no previous

experiencé would cost between
$15,000 and $19,000 a year. One

who had two years experience

would cost $22,000, and an
experienced full time attorney
would cost $32,178 a year, as
compared to the $26.363 the city
now pays, City Attorney Jack
MePherson.

Mayor John Durney said,
“We would not be getting the

expertise, and it would cost.

more in the long run.”

Councilman Mayfum agreed,
saying, “Based on the last few
years, the complex legal
problems we’ve had, the
continuity has beem an im-
portant factor.” Maytum con-
tinued, “We're too big to be
little, and too little to be big.” I
feel we're doing very well as we
are. I think it is in the interest of
good government to have an
experienced attorney to guide
us. I think our city attorney is
doing a fine job.”

Tony Stelzner who lives on
Berkely Road requested that
the city coucil authorize the
closing of Berkely Road.
Stelzner said large trucks and
vehicular traffic are using the
street as a short eut off of U.8.
19. He said that the paving in
the street is not built for that
kind of heavy traffic.

He also complained of the
disturbances occurring at the
Captains Quarters Bar.. He
requested that the city revoke
the Bar's license. City Attorney
McPherson explained that the
city only issued an occupational
license, and the state Beverage
Commission issued the "liquor
licenses.

‘When Stelzner told the
council how many times the
police have been called to the

Council

(Continued from page 1)

Bar, McPherson asked Police
Chief James Bottner how many
times they had been -called,
Bottner cited 82 calls, with
charges ranging from fights,
assault, drunk and disorderly
conduct, larceny ete. McPherson
said that further investigations
will be made.

In other business, the
question of how long camper
trailers, vans, and other such
vehicles can be parked on city
and private property, arose.
City Manager Gallagher says he
needs guidance in the imple-
mentation of this ordinance,
because, “If you exclude the
travel trailers, such as Win-
nebagos, Jet Streams, ete, the
you.can't make exceptions aboﬁ
other vehicles such as vans,
campers, and camper trucks.”
Councilman Maytum said
:‘Classiﬁcation {of the vehicles)
is the problem. No action was
taken on the matter, except to

limit to a 7 day period parking'
for vehislac in whish. nenwa
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Maytum seeks re-election

WILLIAM MAYTUM

Incumbent William
Maytum is now seeking his
second term to the New
Port Richey City council.

Maytum filed Tuesday
mozrning for the election,
which will be held in De-
cember, .

Maytum, 37, is a New
Port Richey native, He
graduated from the old
Gulf High School in 1952,
spent four years in the
U.5. Air Force (1954-58)
and then came back here
where he started an elec-
trical business,

Maytum comes from a

family of councilmen,. . .
“Pm probably the first
third generation council-
man the city has had,” he
Saidw

In the 1920s his grand-
father, William Critchley,
was the first president of
a New Port Richey city
council, In the 1940s his
father, Joseph, served on

~ the city council,

Mayum said ‘‘the big-
gest reason I'm running
again is to see through to
a completion the water ex-
pansion program in the
city.

‘I want to make sure
that New Port Richey has
an adequate water _supply
for many years to come,”
Maytum declared,

‘T also want to help lay
the foundation for the ex~
pansion and modernization
of sewer treatment plant.””

Maytum said that he
wants the city’s recrea-
tion program to continue
basically as it has been,

““1 can’t see that we need
to make any major
changes,

“l am, however, in

to city council

favor of Pasco Coumy
paying its fair share to
New Port Richey citi-
zens,”’ Maytum said.

‘““We are providing fa-
cilities for county resi-
dents, but the county is not
paying for i’

Regarding the Govern-
ment in the Sunshine law,
Maytum 8aid he is 100
per cent in favor of it,
with Certain eéxceptions.

‘““My main exception is
when we are dealing with
personmnel , . . for ex-
ample, an applicant who
holds another position
might be jeopardizing his

_job if he has to be inter-

viewed publicly,’”

Maytum gsaid that he
is, however, in favor of
expanding the sunshine
law to the federal level,

Maytum emphasized
that he will run a positive
campaign,

“It will be based on
what I personally have to
offer the people, If I can’t
say something good about
another candidate then P11
keep my mouth shut,’’ he
said,
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