
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

October 15, 2024
6:00 PM

*Please note the meeting times for regular city council meetings has been changed to 6:00 p.m. effective for all meetings after
April 1, 2024.*

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Chopper Davis at 6:00 p.m. Those in attendance were
Deputy Mayor Kelly Mothershead, Councilwoman Matt Murphy, Councilman Peter Altman and
Councilman Bertell Butler, IV.

Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie L. Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Finance Director Crystal Dunn, Fire Chief Chris Fitch, Public Works Director Robert
Rivera, Police Chief Bob Kochen, Library Director Andi Figart, Technology Solutions Director
Leanne Mahadeo, Assistant City Manager Gregory Oravec and Human Resources Director Arnel
Wetzel.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of September 24, 2024 Special Meeting and October 1, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.

Motion made by Kelly Mothershead and seconded by Bertell Butler.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   

5 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda

City Attorney Driscoll read aloud the rules governing Vox Pop. Mayor Davis then opened the floor for
public comment. The following people came forward to speak:

Jeff Starkey, 3751 Wiregrass Rd., NPR spoke regarding the fifty percent rule. 
Derek Anderson, 5517 Tropic Dr., NPR spoke regarding debris on his street and water bill
relief.
Richard Costanza, 5531 Tropic Dr., NPR also spoke regarding the debris on the his street. 
Janel Heffelfinger, 5945 Eastlake Dr., NPR spoke regarding the debris at Harborview Mobile



Home Park. 
Don House, 2104 Beach Trail, Indian Rocks Beach, commended staff for the good work on the
drainage areas on Marine Parkway and Azalea which resulted in no flooding in the storm
events. 

 
 
With no one else coming forward Mayor Davis closed Vox Pop.

a Speakers must identify themselves prior to speaking by stating their name and full address for the
record. Speakers shall address the City Council as a whole and refrain from addressing individual
members of the City Council or the City staff. Speakers shall afford the utmost courtesy to the City
Council, to City employees, and to the public, and shall refrain at all times, from rude and derogatory
remarks, reflections as to integrity, abusive comments, and statements as to motives and personalities.

6 Consent Agenda

Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   

a Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval

7 Public Reading of Ordinances

a Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2024-2286: Amendments to City Dock Ordinance

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a second and final
reading of an ordinance to amend Section 5-44 of the City's Code of Ordinances regarding docks on
city-owned land. She stated that currently the City provides a license to property owners owning
property abutting city-owned property along the Pithlachascotee River to allow the attachment of a
dock to the city property. The current dock ordinance describes the eligible properties by lot and block
numbers. Staff is recommending that the City's Code be amended to describe eligible properties
attaching a dock to city-owned land by map rather than legal description. This way the map could then
be amended by resolution in the future. This amendment also provides that docks constructed pursuant
to this section shall be limited to floating docks subject to approval of the design, size and shape.
 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, the following people came forward to speak:
 

Scott Chittum, 5708 Kentucky Ave., NPR spoke regarding Ordinance One, the proposed map
changes by resolution and the approval of the design, size and shape. 

 
With no one else coming forward Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Councilman Butler
asked about lifts on public property and City Manager Manns stated there are none. He asked about the
approval process and appeal and City Manager Manns explained it. Councilman Murphy asked about
permits and City Manager Manns explained the process. Councilman Altman spoke about Ordinance
One. He stated staff is asking to not allow for items that are listed in the ordinance from a hundred
years ago. City Manager Manns stated the reason this was initiated was that the property at 5600
Virginia Avenue did not have legal authority to have a dock. There may have been an error made last
time there was a map and we wanted to correct that error. They would be deserving of having a dock
based on their placement. She stated since we were only permitting floating docks we made the
language stronger to reflect that. It would provide more discretion to protect the public. She stated that
any language can be amended per Council's request. City Attorney Driscoll stated that the language
under 5-44(C)(2) "be limited to floating docks and" could be removed. 
 
Motion was made to approve the ordinance upon its second and final reading with the amendment that
the language under 5-44(C)(2) "be limited to floating docks and" be removed.



 
Motion made by Bertell Butler and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   

8 Business Items

a Resolution No. 2025-01: Establishing a City Dock Map

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed resolution by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve a resolution which
establishes a City Dock Map.  She stated that this agenda item is a companion item to the second
reading of Ordinance No. 2024-2304 which amends Section 5-44 of the Code of Ordinances related
to docks on city owned property. The attached resolution establishes eligible properties via a City
Dock Map instead of by lot and block numbers.
 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, the following people came forward to speak:
 

Scott Chittum, 5708 Kentucky Ave., NPR asked for clarification from using a legal description
versus using a map. He stated he did not think Orange Grove was included in Ordinance One.
City Manager Manns stated there is not any expectation to amend in the future but the
resolution makes for a more simpler process. 

 
With no one else coming forward Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
approve the item as presented. 
 
Motion made by Bertell Butler and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   

b 2024 Water and Wastewater Revenue Sufficiency Analysis and Rate Design Study

City Manager Manns introduced Public Works Director Robert Rivera who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve the 2024 Water and Wastewater
Revenue Sufficiency Analysis and Rate Design Study. He stated the County has a partial ownership in
the WWTP and they also use Stantec. He then introduced Danica Katz with Stantec Consulting
Services who then presented the study to Council. She began her presentation by highlighting a project
background and scope. The Revenue Sufficiency Analysis concluded a 4% increase was needed. She
then highlighted the key elements, assumptions and 10-year forecast. Ms. Katz then highlighted the
funding needs. She then highlighted the financial management plan summary. She then highlighted the
cost allocation review. Ms. Katz then highlighted the recommendations which included that the 4%
annual adjustment is sufficient to meet the needs through FY28. Councilman Altman spoke about the
bulk service and how to walk away from the potential revenue as short term there were many expenses.
He stated after that we modified the percentage of the facility. He asked if anything was learned from
those results and Ms. Katz stated fund balance is being used for debt service and capital projects. She
stated staff provided revenue for bulk which was incorporated. Councilman Altman stated there was a
provision in the agreement to not charge County residents extra and we need to make our process clear
to the County. He also spoke about gray water. He stated we need to have more understanding and
conversation about gray water revenue. He would like legal to look at our legal obligations under the
agreement. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis
returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Butler, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   

c Request for Extension for the Police Accreditation Managed Services/Independent Contractor
Agreement

City Manager Manns introduced Police Chief Robert Kochen who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve a twelve month extension with
consultant Frank Ruggiero for police accreditation consulting services. Currently the city has an



agreement with the CFA for our police department to meet the requirements of CFA accreditation by
December 1, 2025. Our accreditation consultant has been instrumental in guiding the New Port
Richey Police Department though this arduous process, and we have made much progress. He stated
that it is essential that we continue to utilize the services of the accreditation consultant by extending
the existing contract for twelve months so we can fulfil our goal of becoming a fully accredited police
agency prior to December 1, 2025. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward
therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as
presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Butler, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   

d Approval of Revised Memorandum of Understanding with the Pasco County Sheriff’s Office RE:
Operation Stonegarden

City Manager Manns introduced Police Chief Robert Kochen who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve the revised Operation
Stonegarden Memorandum of Understanding between the Pasco Sheriff’s Office and the New Port
Richey Police Department to allow our department to seek cost reimbursements for police operations
under a Homeland Security Grant that the Sheriff’s Office administers. He stated that City Council
approved the MOU on September 17, 2024 however there have been some minor revisions to the
MOU that require us to bring this back to you for approval. The revisions to the MOU are as follows:
 

 The grant number changed from RO461 to RO545
 Section III e. (Terms and procedures of Operation Stonegarden) was changed to add grant
number RO545.
Section g. was added to Section III and states the following: All Parties agree that any
allocations and use of funds under the OPSG Border Security Grant, shall be in accordance
with the guidelines of the grant.
In section V. iii. (Fiscal) the language was changed to require us to send PSO Stonegarden
reimbursement invoices within 45 business days of an operation as opposed to within 10
business days of an operation.
In section V. (Fiscal) the revised MOU added section iv. with language that disallows grant
reimbursement if we do not send reimbursement invoices within 45 days of an operation as per
section V. iii.
Section V. c iii. was changed to require our agency to provide the Sheriff’s Office with a
designated contact person for this MOU within 15 business days of its execution.
In section VII K. (Miscellaneous) is highlighted as a change; however, the language still allows
all parties to terminate their participation in the MOU by providing (30) days’ written notice to
all other parties.

 
Chief Kochen stated by signing this revised MOU, our agency is bringing in more resources and
funding to combat the importation of illegal drugs into the Tampa Bay Area. Upon opening the floor to
public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion
was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Kelly Mothershead and seconded by Bertell Butler.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   

9 Communications

Councilman Altman addressed Jeff Starkey's comments about the fifty percent rule. He stated that the
Property Appraiser appraises a land's true value. The County is allowing for a 15% upgrade. He stated
we could use that method too. He spoke about the comments made about upgrades and he stated
FEMA is worried about repetitive losses. City Manager Manns stated we are looking into it as there
are exemptions that can be applied. She stated the five year may be set by local ordinance which can be
amended. She stated she would confirm the details with the County Administrator. Councilman Altman
spoke about the fifty percent rule and valuation to mobile homes. He stated mobile home owners are



not the estate owners. They are obligated to get a value from an appraisal. He stated Harborview has
circumstances going on with the owners. He stated there are some legal questions on what we are
advising them. He stated there are some relocation requirements under the law. The fifty percent is
bearing expense and he is not sure who is responsible. Councilman Altman stated we are a CRA and
can remove the blight. He stated in the short term people are turning over their titles. Deputy Mayor
Mothershead stated there is a mobile home park in Pinellas who just went through this and they were
told not to turn anything over because once they do there is no reimbursement. City Manager Manns
stated we are doing our homework to pass along the correct information to the residents. Mayor Davis
stated he would like guidance from the City Attorney on what we can do. Councilman Butler stated he
attended the town hall that FEMA was at last night. He would like to get staff in front of the FEMA
representative. He asked City Manager Manns about the letter that was sent and she stated a letter was
sent to the owner and if they do not clean it up the property will assess the property for the fee for the
cleanup and they have not responded. Councilman Altman spoke about Tropic Drive and City Manager
Manns stated she has fielded many inquiries from the residents and she visited the area before Milton
and the city is prioritizing areas for pickup based on the amount damage that was done. Our number one
priority is the hardest hit areas of the city first. She stated the pickup was not done before Milton due
to the heavy rains. Councilman Altman spoke about the upcoming FRA Annual Conference that he will
be attending. He spoke about resiliency. He stated he hopes to see some action on the Schwettman
property soon. City Manager Manns stated that much has gone unsaid in large part as the schools have
been closed due to the storms and her focus has been on storm preparations and recovery. She did have
a follow up call to the School Board before the hurricanes hit. Councilman Butler stated the map on
website does not have time stamp. Mr. Rivera stated we have moved into the yellow section. Mr.
Rivera stated the map will be updated on a daily basis and will include the amount that was picked up. 

10 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 7:39 p.m.

 (signed) ______________________________________
 Judy Meyers, MMC, City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________
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