
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

February 18, 2025
6:00 PM

 

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Chopper Davis at 6:00 p.m. Those in attendance were
Councilwoman Matt Murphy, Councilman Peter Altman and Councilman Bertell Butler, IV. Deputy
Mayor Kelly Mothershead was excused.
 
Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie L. Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, City Clerk
Judy Meyers, Finance Director Crystal Dunn, Fire Chief Chris Fitch, Public Works Director Robert
Rivera, Police Chief Bob Kochen, Library Director Andi Figart, Community and Development
Director Dale Hall, Technology Solutions Director Leanne Mahadeo, and Human Resources Director
Arnel Wetzel.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of January 29, 2025 Work Session Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Bertell Butler and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Murphy   Absent: Mothershead

5 Approval of February 4, 2025 Work Session and Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Bertell Butler.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Murphy   Absent: Mothershead

6 Swearing-in of New Firefighters Elliott Mettache and Charles Boswell

7 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda



City Attorney Driscoll read aloud the rules governing Vox Pop. Mayor Davis then opened the floor for
public comment. The following people came forward to speak:
 

Nathan Pollock, 6153 Massachusetts Ave., NPR spoke regarding an incident outside his
establishment Saturday evening and a non-response by the police department. 
Robert Burns, 6727 Trouble Creek Rd., NPR spoke regarding the cleanup after the storms and
the indoor/outdoor storage ordinance.

 
With no one else coming forward for public comment, Mayor Davis closed Vox Pop.

a Speakers must identify themselves prior to speaking by stating their name and full address for the
record. Speakers shall address the City Council as a whole and refrain from addressing individual
members of the City Council or the City staff. Speakers shall afford the utmost courtesy to the City
Council, to City employees, and to the public, and shall refrain at all times, from rude and derogatory
remarks, reflections as to integrity, abusive comments, and statements as to motives and personalities.

8 Consent Agenda

Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda. Councilman Butler requested the Environmental
Committee minutes to be pulled for discussion. The rest of the Consent Agenda was approved. He
requested copies of the fluoride and wildflower ordinance. City Manager Manns stated that ordinance
is being worked on by staff. Motion was made to accept the minutes. 
 
Motion made by Bertell Butler and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Murphy   Absent: Mothershead

a Environmental Committee Meeting Minutes - December 2024

b Library Advisory Board Minutes - November 2024

c Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval

9 Public Reading of Ordinances

a Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2025-2315: Amending Section 12.08.00 of the LDC RE: Home
Based Businesses

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced
Community and Development Director Dale Hall who then presented the item to Council. He stated
the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a second and final reading of an ordinance to amend
Section 12.08.00 of the Land Development Code regarding Home Based Businesses. He then
highlighted the verbiage changes that will bring the code into compliance with State Statutes. Mr. Hall
then addressed the comments regarding the Cottage Food Industry. Upon opening the floor to public
comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Councilman
Altman spoke regarding the Cottage Food Industry and the overlay district. Motion was made to
approve the ordinance upon its second and final reading.
 
Motion made by Bertell Butler and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Murphy   Absent: Mothershead

b Second Reading, Ordinance 2025-2317: Amendment to Police Pension Ordinance RE: Extending the
Length of DROP Participation

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced
Human Resources Director Arnel Wetzel who then presented the item to Council. He stated the
purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a second and final reading of an ordinance to amend
Chapter 17, Pensions and Retirement, Article IV, Police Officers’ Retirement System, of the Code of
Ordinances of the City of New Port Richey; amending Section 17-65.13, Deferred Retirement



Option Plan to provide for an extension of the current period of DROP participation from five (5)
years to eight (8) years. He stated the new Collective Bargaining Agreement effective October 1,
2024 through September 30, 2027 included the extension of DROP participation from 5 years to 8
years.  Current DROP participants would be able to extend their participation in DROP for the full
eight years. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis
returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the ordinance upon its second and final
reading.
 
Motion made by Bertell Butler and seconded by Pete Altman.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Murphy   Absent: Mothershead

10 Business Items

a Board Re-Appointment: Nancy M. Cote, Library Advisory Board

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve the re-appointment of Nancy M.  Cote to the Library Advisory Board. She stated
Ms. Cote has been a member of the Library Advisory Board since 2022 where she currently serves as
secretary. Her current term will expire on March 15, 2025 therefore she has submitted her application
seeking re-appointment to the board.  If approved, Ms. Cote's term will be for three years and will be
up for renewal on March 15, 2028. Upon opening the floor to public comment, the following people
came forward to speak:
 

Bonnie Martin came forward and read a statement on behalf of LAB Chair, Ronald Becker in
support of this item.

 
With no one else coming forward Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. 
 
Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Bertell Butler.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Murphy   Absent: Mothershead

b 2025 Chasco Fiesta Alcohol Beverage Special Event Application

City Manager Manns introduced Assistant Parks & Recreation Director Kevin Trapp who then the
item to Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve the Alcoholic Beverage
Special Event Applications for beer and wine to be sold in Sims Park for the Chasco Fiesta during the
festival dates in March and April 2025. He stated the event organizers wish to sell beer and wine in
Sims Park on the following days and times:
 

Friday, March 28th 5:00pm to 11:00pm
Saturday, March 29th 1:00pm to 11:00pm
Sunday, March 30th 1:00pm to 9:00pm
Monday, March 31st 5:00pm to 11:00pm
Tuesday, April 1st 5:00pm to 11:00pm
Wednesday, April 2nd 5:00pm to 11:00pm
Thursday, April 3rd 5:00pm to 11:00pm
Friday, April 4th 4:00pm to 11:00pm
Saturday, April 5th 1:00pm to 11:00pm

 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the
floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Bertell Butler.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Murphy   Absent: Mothershead

c Appeal of Order to Demolish RE: 5905 Pine Street



City Manager Manns stated this is a quasi-judicial hearing and any ex-parte discussions need to be
disclosed.  She then introduced Community and Development Director Dale Hall who then presented
the item to Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to consider rescinding the
Order to Demolish for the structure at 5905 Pine Street. Mr.  Hall began his presentation by providing
a statement of facts. He then highlighted the property location and zoning. Mr. Hall then highlighted
the current slum and blight conditions of the property. He stated the applicant has submitted plans to
bring the property back into compliance. Mr. Hall then highlighted the timeline of events.
Recommendations include a withdraw of the Notice of Demolition, rescind all prior demolition
orders on the structures and to require a CO be obtained within six months. Upon opening the floor to
public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council.
 
City Attorney Driscoll stated it is his recommendation based on the recommendation of staff that City
Council entertain a motion as follows:
 

1. Deny the appeal;
2. Approve the demolition order for the structure; and
3. Enter a stay on that order August 18, 2025 to allow the owner to repair, rehabilitate the
structure with required permits so long as the work is completed by August 18, 2025 by the
issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy and otherwise the structure may be demolished as of
said date. 

 
Motion was made as described by the City Attorney.
 
Motion made by Bertell Butler and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Murphy   Absent: Mothershead

d Authorizing an Interfund Loan between the Water & Sewer Fund and Stormwater Utility Fund

City Manager Manns introduced Public Works Director Robert Rivera who then presented the item to
Council. Mr. Rivera stated he would like to present the Beach Street project as it is related to this
item. He stated related to the ITB, the request is for Council to approve the low bid submitted
by Harris-McBurney Company of Tampa Florida in the amount not to exceed $1,898,761.80 for the
construction of the Beach Street Drainage Improvements Project. He then highlighted the project’s
scope of work. He then highlighted the location of the project. Mr. Rivera stated the project is
included in the CIP and the 2013 Stormwater Master Drainage Plan 10-Year Update. He stated
funding for the project would be the interfund loan and Hazard Mitigation Grant Dollars. 
 
Finance Director Crystal Dunn then made a presentation to Council regarding the interfund loan. She
stated due to economic changes, inflation, and rescoping of the project needs, costs increased to
$1,898,770. She stated staff is proposing that the remaining costs of the project be funded through a
3-year interfund loan from the City’s Water & Sewer Fund, in the amount of $768,860, as well as
$206,310 from prior year reserves in the Stormwater Utility Fund. Ms. Dunn stated that the State
provides the minimum acceptable procedures for making and accounting for interfund loans as
follows:
 

The legislative body of a municipality must approve all interfund loans and provide in the
authorization a planned schedule of repayment of the loan principal, as well as setting a
reasonable rate of interest (based on the external rate available to the municipality) to be paid to
the lending fund.
Interest should be charged in all cases, unless the borrowing fund has no other source of
revenue other than the lending fund or the borrowing fund is normally funded by the lending
fund.
The borrowing fund must anticipate sufficient revenues to be in a position over the period of
the loan to make the specified principal and interest payments as required in the authorizing
ordinance or resolution.
The term of the loan may continue over a period of more than one year, but must be
“temporary” in the sense that no permanent diversion of the lending fund results from the
failure to repay by the borrowing fund.



 
She stated has analyzed the cash flow needs of the Water/Sewer Utility fund and finds that there are
sufficient funds available to make this loan for the three year period. She then highlighted the
unrestricted fund balance. 
 
She stated that the estimated interfund loan terms will be:
 

$768,600 from the Water/Sewer Utility fund, payable in annual payments of $280,060.07
beginning 10/01/2025.
The term will be three years, but the loan can be repaid any time during that period,
The interest rate paid on this loan will be 4.57%, utilizing the Florida Prime Rate as of
01/31/2025.

 
She stated the recommendation of staff is that City Council approve the interfund loan between the
City’s Water & Sewer Fund and the Stormwater Utility Fund and use of prior year reserves to meet the
funding requirements for the project.
 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the
floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item and amend the amount to $800k to be
borrowed as needed and corresponding budget amendment as presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes: Altman,
Butler, Davis, Murphy   Absent: Mothershead

e ITB25-025 Beach Street Drainage Improvements Project Bid Award

Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the
floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the bid submitted by Harris-McBurney Company of
Tampa Florida in the amount not to exceed $1,898,761.80 for the ITB24-025 Beach Street Drainage
Improvements Project.
 
Motion made by Bertell Butler and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Murphy   Absent: Mothershead

f Request Approval of Police Forfeiture Expenditures

City Manager Manns introduced Police Chief Robert Kochen who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve Police Federal Equitable
Sharing Forfeiture expenditures not to exceed $45,000.00 and corresponding budget amendment.
Chief Kochen stated the funds would be used as follows:
 

Up to 35 water filled traffic safety barricades – expenditure approval up to $20,000.00
1 trailer to transport the water filled traffic safety barricades – expenditure approval up to
$25,000.00

 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the
floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item and corresponding budget amendment as
presented.  
 
Motion made by Bertell Butler and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Murphy   Absent: Mothershead

g 2024/2025 Street Improvement Project Task Order No. 25-001 - Engineering Services

City Manager Manns introduced Public Works Director Robert Rivera who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve Task Order No. 25-001 from
the Florida Design Consultants, Inc. for engineering services in the amount not to exceed
$128,650.00 for the proposed 2024/2025 Street Improvement Project design, bidding, and
construction phases. Mr. Rivera gave an overview of the Pavement Management Plan. He then



highlighted the project funding sources. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came
forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as
presented.  
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Bertell Butler.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Murphy   Absent: Mothershead

h 2022/2023 Street Improvements Project Close Out

City Manager Manns introduced Public Works Director Robert Rivera who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve a deductive change order in the
amount of $566,334.07 and the final pay request in the amount not to exceed $229,240.51 submitted
by Ajax Paving Industries of Florida, LLC for the completion of the 2021/2022 and 2022/2023
(Change Order) Street Improvements projects. He stated that the 2021/2022 Street Improvement
Project included the milling and paving of streets in the West Grand, East Grand, and East Madison
neighborhoods.  Mr. Rivera stated in an effort to expedite the 2022/2023 Street Improvement Project,
City Council recommended that staff add the project as a change order to the 2021/2022 Street
Improvement Project. He stated the change order was approve which resulted with the project time
frame being expedited by eliminating the bid phase and contract phase which resulted in a reduction of
consultant fees.  Finally, the change order avoided a possible increase in construction cost due to
inflation. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis
returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Bertell Butler and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Murphy   Absent: Mothershead

i Recreation and Aquatic Center Waterslide Restoration Project

City Manager Manns introduced Assistant Parks & Recreation Director Kevin Trapp who then
presented the item to Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve a proposal
from Rain Drop Products, LLC, in the amount not to exceed $77,249.05 for the RAC Waterslide
Restoration Project. This includes a $10k contingency. He stated the waterslide is inspected by a third
party annually which is required by the state in order to get an operating permit each year. The
inspection report has noted that the slide is required to be resurfaced in order to be able to operate this
year. The restoration project includes resurfacing the interior of the waterslide, the painting of the
exterior of waterslide, inspect all slide hardware and replace slide hardware as needed. Upon opening
the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to
Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Bertell Butler and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Murphy   Absent: Mothershead

j Request for Extension of Wet Zone for Mardi Gras Celebration Event

City Manager Manns introduced the item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item
was to approve a request for an extended "wet zone" for the Mardi Gras Celebration on Saturday,
March 1, 2025. The event organizers have requested to expand the event to include the businesses on
the west side of Railroad Square. This request will require a new road closure that spans west from
Grand Blvd to Bank Street. The Mardi Gras event festivities are scheduled to occur between the hours
of 6:00pm to 10:00pm and the "wet zone" hours extending until 2:00am. She stated the police would
be onsite to assist those crossing Grand Blvd. Upon opening the floor to public comment, the event
organizers came forward to speak about the event. City Manager Manns stated that Bourbon on Main
is aware that their parking lot will need to be closed for the event. With no one else coming forward
Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Bertell Butler and seconded by Matt Murphy.  The Motion Passed.  4-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Murphy   Absent: Mothershead

11 Communications



Mayor Davis played a video which featured New Port Richey. Councilman Altman spoke regarding the
BOCC Workshop earlier today on Stormwater initiatives. He stated we should receive some funding.
He also commented on our relationship with the county. He stated the City has so many projects and
things going he wanted to let the business community know funding is available. Councilman Altman
stated that our city has the connectivity of the river. He stated a lot of money needs to go to those who
were impacted directly. He stated it is time to grab some of the tourism and RESTORE Act funds. He
encouraged everyone to attend the resiliency summit in May in Palmetto. He spoke about a proposed
joint project with the county to raise Green Key Road and a project for a new senior center by the
Area on Aging. Councilman Butler spoke regarding the upcoming municipal election. Councilman
Murphy spoke regarding the MPO meeting last week and the safety analysis. He would like to place a
discussion item on the next agenda. Mayor Davis spoke regarding the MPNBH Gala last Saturday. He
thanked those that attended. 

12 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.

 (signed) ______________________________________
 Judy Meyers, MMC, City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________
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