
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF NEW PORT RICHEY

NEW PORT RICHEY CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
5919 MAIN STREET, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

June 4, 2024
6:00 PM

*Please note the meeting times for regular city council meetings has been changed to 6:00 p.m. effective for all meetings after
April 1, 2024.*

 

ORDER OF
BUSINESS

1. Call to Order – Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Chopper Davis at 6:00 p.m. Those in attendance were
Deputy Mayor Kelly Mothershead, Councilwoman Matt Murphy, Councilman Peter Altman and
Councilman Bertell Butler, IV.
 
Also in attendance were City Manager Debbie L. Manns, City Attorney Timothy Driscoll, Deputy
City Clerk Nadine Ward, Finance Director Crystal Dunn, Fire Chief Chris Fitch, Public Works
Director Robert Rivera, Deputy Police Chief Lauren Letona, Technology Solutions Director Mike
Miller, Assistant City Manager Gregory Oravec and Human Resources Director Arnel Wetzel.

2 Pledge of Allegiance

3 Moment of Silence

4 Approval of May 21, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.
 
Motion made by Kelly Mothershead and seconded by Bertell Butler.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   

5 Proclamation - Juneteenth Independence Day

6 Library Special Recognition of Olivia Prescott RE: 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten Program

7 Proclamation - Gulf High School Graduation

8 Vox Pop for Items Not Listed on the Agenda or Listed on Consent Agenda



City Attorney Driscoll read aloud the rules governing Vox Pop. Mayor Davis then opened the floor for
public comment. The following people came forward to speak:
 

Rita King, 10926 Bounty St., NPR spoke regarding the contract for 5520 Grand Blvd and the
reactivation of the Historic Preservation Board. 
Donna Jensen, 5922 Wyoming Ave., NPR, spoke regarding the preservation of the Schwettman
building. 
George Romagnoli, 6325 Florida Ave., NPR spoke regarding legal notices, a crosswalk at Van
Buren and Main Street and for the CRA to concentrate on other parts of the city. 
Marlowe Jones, 6141 Pine Hill Rd., PR spoke regarding the Juneteenth celebration and the
Historic Preservation Board.

 
With no one else coming forward for public comment, Mayor Davis closed Vox Pop.

a Speakers must identify themselves prior to speaking by stating their name and full address for the
record. Speakers shall address the City Council as a whole and refrain from addressing individual
members of the City Council or the City staff. Speakers shall afford the utmost courtesy to the City
Council, to City employees, and to the public, and shall refrain at all times, from rude and derogatory
remarks, reflections as to integrity, abusive comments, and statements as to motives and personalities.

9 Consent Agenda

Motion was made to accept the Consent Agenda.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Bertell Butler.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   

a Purchases/Payments for City Council Approval

10 Public Reading of Ordinances

a Second Reading Ordinance No. 2024-2297: Sale of surplus property RE: 5306 Dartmouth Ave.

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a second and final
reading of an ordinance to sell the city owned property located at 5306 Dartmouth Avenue in the
amount of $40,250 to Gary L. Blackwell Investments so that a single-family residence may be
constructed on the lot. The minimum acceptable bid was $25,000.00 with an available reimbursement
of $10,000.00 if the property receives a certificate of occupancy within 12 months of the sale. Upon
opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor
to Council. Motion was made to approve the ordinance upon its second and final reading.
 
Motion made by Pete Altman and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   

b Second Reading, Ordinance 2024-2298: Sale of Surplus Property RE: 5214 Idlewild Street.

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a second and final
reading of an ordinance to sell the city owned property located at 5214 Idlewild Street in the amount
of $50,250 to Gary L. Blackwell Investments so that a single-family residence may be constructed on
the lot. The minimum acceptable bid was $35,000.00 with an available reimbursement of $15,000.00
if the property receives a certificate of occupancy within 12 months of the sale.  Upon opening the
floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council.
Motion was made to approve the ordinance upon its second and final reading.
 
Motion made by Kelly Mothershead and seconded by Bertell Butler.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   



c Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2024-2299: Sale of Surplus Property RE: 5824 Louisiana Avenue

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a second and final
reading of an ordinance to sell the city owned property located at 5824 Louisiana Avenue in the
amount of $60,250 to Richard A. Olsen, Troy R. Olsen and Vicki L. Clark so that a single-family
residence may be constructed on the lot. The minimum acceptable bid was $40,000.00 with an
available reimbursement of $15,000.00 if the property receives a certificate of occupancy within 12
months of the sale. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor
Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the ordinance upon its second and
final reading.
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   

d Second Reading, Ordinance 2024-2300: Sale of Surplus Property RE: 7440 US Highway 19

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced the
item to Council. She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a second and final
reading of an ordinance to sell the city owned property located at 7440 US Highway 19 in the amount
of $39,000 to Lee Nguyen so that a single-family residence may be constructed on the lot. The
minimum acceptable bid was $35,000.00 with an available reimbursement of $15,000.00 if the
property receives a certificate of occupancy within 12 months of the sale. Upon opening the floor to
public comment, no one came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion
was made to approve the ordinance upon its second and final reading.
 
Motion made by Bertell Butler and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   

e First Reading, Ordinance No. 2024-2301: Amendment to Section 27-3 RE: Public Art

City Attorney Driscoll read the proposed ordinance by title only. City Manager Manns introduced
Asst. City Manager Gregory Oravec who then presented the item to Council. He stated that the
purpose of this agenda item was to conduct a first reading of an ordinance to amend Section 27-3(c) of
the Code of Ordinances regarding Public Art, providing for the expenditure of funds on private
property when approved by City Council. He stated that the current Public Art Ordinance sets forth
notable requirements and states that "Monies on deposit in the public art fund shall be budgeted and
appropriated by city council solely to pay the cost of works of art installed in public places." Mr.
Oravec stated that the proposed amendment to the Public Art Ordinance would read, "Monies on
deposit in the public art fund shall be budgeted and appropriated by city council solely to pay the cost
of selection, commissioning, acquisition, installation, maintenance, administration and insurance of
works of art installed in public places, and such other places generally available to the public and
approved by the City Council upon the execution of an appropriate agreement with the private property
owner." The proposed amendment has the effect of broadening the definition of public places, enabling
the City Council to make a determination as to suitable locations for public art projects.  In addition to
the “Tides of Time” project, in which bronze sculptures would be affixed to the front of many of
Downtown’s historic buildings, it is easy to imagine how this change would allow the City Council, if
it saw fit, to authorize future public art projects in public areas of technically private properties, such
as public-facing plazas at Keiser University, a redeveloped River Side Inn, or Aqua Harbor Hotel,
where the City and private developer might be able to collaborate on something greater than either
could accomplish on their own. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one came forward
therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the ordinance upon
its first reading.
 
Motion made by Bertell Butler and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   

11 Business Items



a Consider Entering Into an Agreement w/Baycare Behavioral Health

City Manager Manns introduced Deputy Chief Lauren Letona who then presented the item to Council.
She stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve a Memorandum of Understanding
Agreement w/BayCare Behavioral Health, Inc (BCBH) in the amount of $67,452.56 for case
manager/social worker services to assist the New Port Richey Police Department’s Life Improvement
Facilitation Team (LIFT) and corresponding budget amendment. The Memorandum of Understanding
Agreement with BCBH will enhance the services the LIFT Team provides to our community by having
a case manager/social worker available (as per the terms of the MOU) to provide comprehensive wrap
around services to help end homelessness, provide mental health support to individuals in need,
provide substance abuse services to individuals in need, and to support our LIFT Teams overall efforts
in the community to help and assist people. The funding for this item in the amount of $67,452.56 will
be paid for by the Opioid settlement funds received by the City of New Port Richey in the amount of
$16,900 and $50,552.56 from the General Fund. Upon opening the floor to public comment, no one
came forward therefore Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to approve the
item and corresponding budget amendment as presented.  
 
 
Motion made by Matt Murphy and seconded by Kelly Mothershead.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   

b Public Art Project, entitled “Tides of Time,” proposed by New Port Richey Main Street, Inc.

City Manager Manns introduced Asst. City Manager Gregory Oravec who then presented the item to
Council. He stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to approve a public art project, entitled
“Tides of Time,” proposed by New Port Richey Main Street, Inc., approving the use of $27,500 from
the Public Art Fund, and authorizing the City Manager to execute all agreements and forms consistent
with such approval. He began his presentation by giving an overview of the big picture. He stated that
the public art project would help celebrate the City’s Centennial. He stated that small bronze statues
would be affixed to landmark buildings/locations in downtown and create an interactive downtown art
adventure.
 
Upon opening the floor to public comment, the following people came forward to speak in support of
the item:
 

Beth Fregger
Patrick Bene
Gary - No last name given
Gillian Harper  
Richard Melton
Seth Cappa  

With no one else coming forward Mayor Davis returned the floor to Council. Motion was made to
approve the item as presented.  
 
Motion made by Kelly Mothershead and seconded by Bertell Butler.  The Motion Passed.  5-0.  Ayes:
Altman, Butler, Davis, Mothershead, Murphy   

12 Communications

Councilman Murphy spoke regarding the RAP River Run this Saturday. Councilman Altman spoke
about Pine Hill Cemetery and attending the Area Agency on Aging Pasco-Pinellas event. Councilman
Butler clarified his vote on the public art agenda item, spoke regarding the Historic Preservation
Board and asked for regular status updates on Schwettman. Mayor Davis invited everyone to the
Juneteenth event. He then opened a discussion about mileage reimbursements for City Council
members for attending ceremonial functions related to their responsibilities.  Deputy Mayor
Mothershead indicated that she believed that it is appropriate to be reimbursed for business related
travel.  She then added that events attended outside of business are optional and are at the discretion of
the members and should be the responsibility of those choosing to attend. Councilman Butler stated he



feels that conferences are the only things that should be mileage expense and questioned whether
expenses should be approved by council.  He would like expenses posted on the city website.
Councilman Murphy stated he feels that it should be based on miles.  Councilman Altman stated he
feels there should be more discussions about where everyone is going and being invited to. City
Attorney Driscoll stated he would draft a policy and bring it back to Council. Mayor Davis stated he
will not be in town for the August 20, 2024 meeting. City Manager asked Rita King to stay after the
meeting and discuss with her some suggestions of who would want to participate on the Historic
Preservation Board. 

13 Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, upon proper motion, the meeting adjourned at 7:33 p.m.

 (signed) ______________________________________
 Nadine Ward, Deputy City Clerk

Approved: ____________________ (date)

Initialed:    ____________________
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